CORD SPORTEACTS | 


mae + 


~ ; ‘N 
» \ y 
ay 
| ] | | | 


TOTAL NFL COVERAGE 


For each team: Roster, Stats, 


Performance Quotients, Expert 
Analysis, In-Depth Prediction 


INSTANT? REPLAY 


' PR HIGHLIGHTS | You're the judge, sports fan...this is your chance to analyze 
© 41972) your favorite game and your favorite player. Was Griese’s 
quarterbacking the key to the Miami Super Bowl vic- 
tory...did Frazier outpoint Ali...ls Jabbar the most dominant 
force in Pro Basketball? These and other questions are yours 
to answer thru Columbia Pictures Great Sports Library now 
available in Standard and Super 8 mm. Buy these films in- 
stantly and replay them forever. 


%* ALL FILMS ARE OFFICIAL * 


FILMS AVAILABLE IN REAL LIFE COLOR FOR $16.95 Ea. 
AVAILABLE IN BLACK AND WHITE FOR $8.50 Ea. 
FREE CATALOG ON REQUEST. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


any / 
is JOEFRAZIER VS. MURAMMAD ALI 
ORDER BY NUMBER FROM: SPORTS WORLD PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 427, BRONXVILLE, N.Y.10708 @ USE HANDY COUPON BELOW 


ADD $1.00 FOR EACH FILM TO COVER POSTAGE AND HANDLING ® N.Y. STATE RESIDENTS ADD STATE ANDLOCAL TAXES *CANADIAN RESIDENTS ADD $1.50 
PER FILM TO COVER POSTAGE AND HANDLING COSTS ® PLEASE ADD 25¢ TOCOVER POSTAGE AND HANDLING COSTS FOR EACH CATALOG REQUEST. 


1. FIGHT OF THE CHAMPIONS 8. JOE LOUIS (3-Fights) 24. SOCCER (Italy vs. Germany) 35. ISTO ALLSTAR GAME 41. GOLF/SAVING STROKES 


: ae mp eriee es : peat Roa ey 25. SOCCER (Germany vs. England) 36.1972 ALLSTARGAME = 9" Snead 
; , 42. MIRACLE AT OAKMONT 
Upset of tha Century mackers and Chiefs 26. NHL PLAYOFFS 73 37. AMAZING METS/1969 ee en “ 
10. SUPER BOWL 68 27. NHL PLAYOFFS 72 38. ROBERTO CLEMENTE 
3 GREAT SPECIALS: & Packers and Raiders 28. NHL PLAYOFFS 71 A Touch of Royality 43. SUPER BOWL. 74 
11. SUPER BOWL 69 NHL PLAY 39. 1972 OLYMPICS 44, NBA HIGHLIGHTS 
2A. FOREMAN vs. FRAZIER Jets and Colts sed artis 4 Separate Films: Playotts 1973 
Th t t 
e Great Upse Se een Kae aa 30. NHL HIGHLIGHTS 72 A-Competitive Sports 45. 1973 WORLD SERIES 
2B. ALI VS. NORTON #il Chiefs and Vikings 31. NHL HIGHLIGHTS 71 B-Track and Field 
hits Revenge 9 46. 1973 ALL STAR GAME 
13. SUPER BOWL 71 32. 1970 WORLD SERIES C-Aquatics | 
2C. ALI VS. FRAZIER #Il (2-Reel Set) Cowboys and Colts 33. 1971 WORLD SERIES D-Gymnastics 47. THE HARLEM MAGICIANS 
The Grudge Match 14, SUPER BOWL 72 : (The Exciting Globetrotters) 
NOTE: Films 2A and 28 are available "Dolphins and Cowboys 34. 1972 WORLD SERIES 40. WORLD OF SPORTS 1970 AVAILABLE IN B&W ONLY 
only at $10.50 for B&W and $19.95 for 15, SUPER BOWL 73 ESE eee | 
Color, 2C is $18.00 for BBW and $34.90 Dolphins and Redskins 
of Calg 16. FOOTBALL FOLLIES SPECIAL BONUS OFFER! 
z A True Collector's Item ————— 
3. oH ab (ete) 17. NBA HIGHLIGHTS 69 Don't miss out on the excitement of these films 
: Y 18. NBA HIGHLIGHTS 71 just because you do not owna projector. You 
4. 7 GREAT KNOCKOUTS . can obtain our quality Super 8 projector 
Ali-Louis-Frazier 19. NBA HIGHLIGHTS 72 viewer for only $16.95 with purhcase of 2 


films or more. This remarkable H,P.I, viewer 
comes complete with large built-in screen and 
a set of reels that hold up to 400 feet of film at 


5, SUGAR RAY ROBINSON (2-Fights 
Be HAY ROBINSON (2-Fights) 20, NBA PLAYOFFS 70 
21. NBA PLAYOFFS 71 


6. ROCKY MARCIANO (3-Fights) 


Louis-Walcott-Cockett 22. NBA PLAYOFFS 72 one time. Complete money back guarantee. 
7, JOE FRAZIER (3-Fi: ights} 232 SOCCER (taly vs. ora) ee ae 
Chuvalo-Mathis-Quarry 


j= = ==se= USE THIS HANDY COUPON TO ORDER om oe oe ee es 


SPORTS WORLD PRODUCTS, DEPT. PG-174 
P.0. BOX 427, BRONXVILLE, N.Y. 10708 PHONE (994)738°5605 
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MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


IF YOU ARE NOT 100% 
SATISFIED WITH ANY 


OStandard&8 OSuper8 OColor($16.95ea.) OB&W($8.50ea.) OH.P.I, Super 8 Projector Viewer($16.95) Free Film Catalog i 


FILM YOU PURCHASE 
YOU MAY RETURN IT 
WITHIN 10 DAYS FOR 
FULL REFUND PROVID- 
ING THAT THE FILM IS 
NOT DAMAGED BY USE. 
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N.Y. State Residents add state and local taxes, When ordering add $1.00 for each film to cover postage and handling. If requesting a | 
FREE Catalog send 25¢ to cover postage and handling costs, Canadian Residents add $1.50 per film to cover Postage and handling 


(Foreign Residents Add $2.50 Per Film) (Film Running Time Approximately 12 minutes Per Reel) ij 
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about this true to life 


FOOTBALL GAME 


“PASSING * KICKING * DEFENSE 
* RUNNING * COACHING «x 


For the sports fan, for the game fan, who really wants to get 
involved. Now, you take the controls, it’s you kneeling in the 
huddle and calling an off-tackle smash, a look-in pass or the 
bomb. It's you moving Miami down the field in the closing 
seconds of a game, picking apart the defense. You, on offense 
and defense, make the specific move, utilize the options all 
quarterbacks and defensive captains have before them. And 
each and every player performs exactly to his ability, so that 
an endless number of possibilities are available. 


There’s nothing close to it, nothing in the history of sports 
games that even approaches the accuracy, the chess-like duel 
and imaginative workout you receive from playing STRAT- 
O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL. 


2 GAMES IN ONE 


An Advanced Game for adults and an Elementary game for 
youngsters. It gives you the opportunity to coach 1000 Pro 
Football Players, who will pass, run, kick and play defense for 
you as in real life—it’s all there in STRAT-O-MATIC PRO 
FOOTBALL. 


Each player's strengths and weaknesses are measured in Strat- 
Q-Matic. For example, Joe Namath may have just an ade- 
quate pass completion percentage, but he will most likely be 
among the most effective long passing quarterbacks. Green 
Bay's John Brockington may not be an outside running threat, 
but few runners match his ability to pick up the “tough inside 
yardage.” 


Many receivers are superior to Fred Biletnikoff of the 
Dolphins “in going deep for the bomb,” but few equal his 
ability in catching medium and short passes. Of course such 
players as running back O.J. Simpson of the Washington 
Redskins will be superior in all phases of the game and have 
no significent weaknesses. 


Get the Entire Story. 
Mail coupon today for 
your colorful FREE 
brochure containing 
complete informa- 


tion and your FREE 


SAMPLES TODAY! Name Gwacass sack 
| Offer limited. Don't AOURESS. 1. nactscn lass = 

Delay, Write today 

while supply lasts! CS are, is a ee 


Strat-O-Matic Football Game Co., Inc. Dept. 711 
82A South Bayles Ave., Port Washington, N.Y. 11050 


Send exciting Free Strat-O-Matic Football game offer and samples. I enclose 10 
cents in coin or stamps to coyer postage and handling. 


—_ ee Se y - E 
FANS RAVE Here are just a few of the 

hundreds of letters we re- 
ceive every week, from football fans aged 9 to 90, 
from coast to coast! 


My roommates in my apartment at Michigan University are 
wild about the game and are pitching in four ways to buy it. 
J.C., Ann Arbor, Michigan 


My 10 year old grandson spends % of his time at his friend's 
home playing the game. Being a grandmother, it is sur- 
prising to me the strong desire this child has for the game. 

J.M., Scranton, Penna. 


Your game is the best investment I ever made. The game is 


great. 
S.I., Bellmore, N.Y. 


It’s just great. The passing, running and kicking are exacily 
right. 
S.L., Bellmore, N.Y. 


It is the greatest game on the market. The advanced version § 
does just about everything but sell popcorn. For an avid 
football fan, your game introduced a new dimension that 
makes watching the pros that much more enjoyable. 

R.G. Brooklyn., N.Y. 


STRAT-O-MATIC FOOTBALL GAME CO., Inc., Dept.711 
82A South Bayles Ave., Port Washington, N.Y. 11050 
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Washington Redskins ....... 20 Minnesota Vikings .......... 30 Los Angeles Rams .......... 38 
Philadelphia Eagles ......... 22 Detroitihions':.:.. erie. yeas 32 Atlanta Falcons 04... )60425 5. 40 
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Just mali the coupon and a 
copy of this great football 


The Biggest, Most Complete, Up-to-the Minute 


Packed with facts 
you can’t find 
anywhere else! 


A separate chapter tells the history 
of each season from 1919 through 
the 1974 Super Bowl. The champions, 
title games, statistical leaders of all 
leagues, Hall of Fame selections, top 
draft choices, coaching changes, out- 
standing performances, many inter- 
esting notes and the complete rosters 
of every active team are gathered to- 
gether in this new approach to sports 
history. 


THE STORY OF THE GAME: The Evolu- 
tion of Football * The Beginning 
Era, 1895-1920 * The Modern Era * 
a Sutanalgsy of Professional Foot- 
a 


THE COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE: The Offi- 
cials’ Signals * National Football 
League Paid Attendance * National 
Football League Standard Player's 
Contract 


THE COACHES: George Halas, “Mr. 
National Football League” « Na- 
tional and American Football League 
Coaches * Active Teams 


THE PLAYERS: Hall of Fame « Indi- 
vidual Departmental Champions * 
Jim Thorpe Trophy * Bert Bell Me- 
morial Trophy * Bonus Picks « All- 
League Selections * All-Time Indi- 
vidual Records * Championship 
Game Individual Records * The All- 
Time Roster * The All-Time Roster 
by Teams (NFL, AFL, AAFC) 


THE TEAMS: Super-Bowl and Cham- 
pionship Play-offs, 1933-1974 «+ 
Bert Bell Benefit Bowl * Pro Bowl 
Results « All-Star Games, 1934-1973 
* History of Professional Teams © 
All-Time Records (Offense and De- 
fense) * Championship Game Team 
Records * League Standings * Team 
Departmental Champions 


THE AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Ros- 
ter of Coaches ° Statistical Cham- 
pions * Final Standings 


OTHER LEAGUES: 
American Football 
League, 1926, 1936- 
37, 1940-41 © Ros- 
ter of Coaches, 
AAFC ¢* Statistical 
Champions, AAFC 
¢ Final Standings 
AAFC 


APPENDIX: 
Scoring Rules * 
Seating Diagrams 
of National and 
American Football 
League Stadiums 


encyclopedia will be rushed 
to you as soon as it is off 
the press! 


FOOTBALL Fact Book 
Ever Published! 


A Giant Book Containing Every Fact about Every Game Thru the 
Exciting 1974 SUPER BOWL Between the Dolphins and Vikings 


SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION OFFER! 


THE 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
of FOOTBALL 


Twelfth Revised and ILLUSTRATED Edition 


by ROGER TREAT 
Revisions Edited by Suzanne Treat 


THE ALL-NEW 1974 DELUXE HARD COVER EDITION of the 
greatest and most reliable football fact book is about to come off the press. 
Don’t miss it! This big, jam-packed, completely revised pro football fact 
book is a must for every football fan. It’s loaded with hundreds of pic- 
tures, both action and individual shots, that capture the thrilling high spots 
of over 50 seasons. Here aré complete records, arranged alphabetically 
and by teams, of 8,500 players who have performed in the National 
Football League since 1921, plus the American Football League and 
the 1926, 1936-37 and 1940-41 American League and the All American 
Football Conference of 1946-1949. An indispensable reference book, it’s 
filled with details on football history, All-Star Games, team rosters of 
more than 900 teams in six leagues, coaches, records and descriptions of 
all playoffs, and many exciting historic pictures. It’s the biggest, most 
complete, most fully illustrated reference book om pro football—good 
reading from beginning to end! 


THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FOOTBALL will make 
watching the game more rewarding, whether in the 
stadium or on television! Just fill in the coupon and this 
giant 720 page book of football facts will be rushed to 
you. Your money back if you’re not completely satisfied. 


Foreword by PETE ROZELLE 


——-—-—: PRE-PUBLICATION COUPON -——-——-— 


TO:CORD PRODUCTS, Dept. PFG 74 
25 WEST 43 STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y, 10036 


Please reserve for me the 12th Revised Edition of THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF FOOTBALL, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
(0 Send Deluxe 12th Edition, Enclosed is $13.95. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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THE WFL 
IS HERE TO STAY... 


Charley Harraway _ * > 

moved from [g7 
Washington in 
the NFL to 7 
Birmingham in the 7 
new league this 
year. He's 
shown In his 
Redskin days, 
right. WFL 
Commissioner | ~ 
Gary Davidson Is & 
at far right. 


She young, blond attorney smiled 
. broadly, the all-but-subtle glint of sunny 
Southern California etched in his tanned 
face. 

“We are,” he said, “planning to stick 
around for a while. We did not go to all 
this trouble just to lose some cash in the 
next year and fold up our tents. I believe 
the National Football League is going to 
be well aware of our presence for a long, 
long time.” 
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Alter that statement, just by substitu- 
ting “National Hockey League” or ““Na- 
tional Basketball Association’ and the 
speaker is still Gary Davidson, founder of 
the World Hockey League, the American 
Basketball Association and now, to the 
fanfare of gnashing teeth, the World 
Football League. 

But let us not wax too flowery yet. 
True, the WFL has made more than a 


~ reasonable impact on the country. True, 


the WFL has signed far more estab- 
lished NFL stars than anyone would 
have imagined possible. True, the WFL 
has secured a television contract (of 
sorts), True ... true... true. 

But the WFL has yet to play a full 
season, which means the men who own 
the 12 teams have not yet begun to hand 
out money at what will be a pace to star- 
tle even millionaires. 

Still, the feeling persists that, with 


Simpson And Csonka In The Same Backfield! 


Too Good To Be True? 


You Can Make It Happen With The 
- APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME 


30 Individual Player Cards For Each NFL Team 


780 Ditferent Cards In All 


The APBA Pro League Football Game includes all 26 NFL (NFC 
and AFC) teams, and each team is comprised of thirty different 
two-color player cards. And even more cards are available with the 
game if you wish to expand your rosters. 

Since each player in the game is represented by a separate, 
individual card, the options open to you in APBA Football are al- 
most unlimited. You can, of course, play with the actual NFL teams 
contained in the game: you can replay the week-by-week schedule 
of your favorite team, and you can replay a complete division or 
conference or an entire league schedule. 

You can form your own league, hold your own NFL player 
draft, and even make your own trades. You can create any sort 
of all-star squad or super-team you can jmagine. 

You can combine the talents of O. J. Simpson and Larry 
Csonka in a dream backfield; you can pair the passing skill of Joe 
Namath with the receiving wizardry of Charley Taylor or Fred 
Biletnikoff. On defense, you can anchor your unit with premier 
tackles like Joe Greene and Alan Page, or with superior linebackers 
like Chris Hanburger and Willie Lanier. 

In short, you can arrange and re-arrange the players any 
way you want, for APBA Football makes you the coach, owner and 
general manager of your own table-top football team. 


Realistic Player Performahces— 
Realistic Coaching Challenges 
No matter how you employ your players, you'll be thrilled to 


see them perform, in every phase of pro play, just as they did 
during the actual NFL season. Runners like John Brockington and 


Height: 6-2 Weight: 214 Born: 7-9-47 


Orenthal James “Juice’’ 


SIMPSON 


Offense: Halfback (5) 


Defense: 5 


Pass Receiving: 


R PK 


C-3-2(2) 
RP K 


J-0 
RP K 


11- 2- 7-11 31-16-17-12 51- 16-17-12 


Height: 6-3 Weight:237 Born: 12-25-46 
Lawrence Richard “Hunk” 


CSONKA 


Offense: Fullback (5) 


Defense: 5 


Pass Receiving: C-3-1(3) 


R P.K 
11-15- 7-11 
12-20-20-15 
13-31-31-31- 
14-21-16-31 
15-16-14-14 
16-25-26-26 
21-22-19-14 
22-16- 9-12 
23-32-17-29 
24-28-28-28 
25-18-18-16 
26-35-29-35 


RPK 
31-17-17-13 
32-20-20-15 
33-15- 8-12 
34-21-16-31 
35-19-15-15 
36-25-25-25 
41-22-19-14 
42-34-34-34 
43- 18-22-32 
44-16-10-13 
45-18-18-16 
46-21-27-27 


Je 

RPK 
51-17-17-13 
52-20-20-15 
53-19-30-30 
5421-16-31 
55-16-12-13 
56-25-23-23 
61-22-19-14 
62- 36-36-36 
63- 18-22-33 
64-24-24-24 
65-18-18-16 
66-15- 6-10 


Above is an exact-size replica of the Larry Csonka 
player card, along with a portion of the O. J. 
Simpson card. These are just two of 780 cards in 
the current edition of APBA Football, and more 
cards are available. Used with APBA‘s exclusive 
play result charts, these cards will produce records 
so similar to Csonka’s and Simpson's respective 
Performances that you will be amazed, and this 
will be true for every player in the game. The cards 
are two-color, with the name, rating and bio- 
graphical data and the R P K result numbers in red, 
and the remainder in black on a white background, 


Calvin Hill, passers like Fran Tarkenton and Roman Gabriel, punters 
and placekickers like Jerrel Wilson and Garo Yepremian respec- 
tively—each will demonstrate the same skills (and weaknesses) 
he has displayed in actual pro competition. 

And don't think for a second that only the backs are important 
in APBA Football. Interior linemen also have individual cards and 
stalwarts like Miami offensive guard Larry Little and Cincinnati 
defensive tackle Mike Reid will be just:as valuable to you as they 
are to Don Shula and Paul Brown. 

To be an effective APBA coach, you'll need to know both 
the game of football and the capabilities of your own personnel. 
You call the plays on offense and align your defense when your 
opponent has the ball. You'll find APBA coaching to be just 'like the 
real thing. 


APBA GAME COMPANY, INC, 


1001-8F Millersville Road 
Lancaster, Penna. 17604 


| APBA GAME CO., INC. 
1001-8F Millersville Road 
Lancaster, Pa. 17604 


Please rush me FREE LARRY CSONKA AND 0. J, SIMPSON 
player cards and 17” X 12” full-color brochure. | understand 
1 will be under NO OBLIGATION. 


SEND FOR FREE LARRY CSONKA 
AND O. J. SIMPSON CARDS NOW 


Free samples of both the Csonka and Simpson cards pic- 
tured above at right, along with a full-color brochure de- 
scribing the game in detail are yours, if you will simply fill 
out and mail the coupon at right. We'll send you the cards 


and brochure immediately, and you'll be under NO OBLI- 
GATION. 
Address 
APBA FOOTBALL City Stale 
Table-Top Competition F: 
ip 


| 
| 
| 
| Name 
| 
For the Mature Fan | 
| 


Copyright 1974 
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come with official design and) graphed with entire rosta” Ne os . bumper sticker or 2 
Bese of your favorite NBA,|of your favorite NFL Prem s helmet decals with 


ABA, MLB, NFL and NHL team.|team. All 26 teams ei ] Re catalog order. 
Giant 6-inch booster buttons}available. Specify £ “Ad, Note ¢ cs 

| Fe available in team colors}team, 
and emblems. 


LL: $1.00 Any Three $2.75 Be 


PATCH & DECAL COLLECTORS: 3” 
patches: 4 for $1.25; get 2 FREE! Total 6 patches o 


Patches— SPECIALS 

Complete MLB Set—24 Teams . $4.25 

Complete NFL Set—26 Teams $4.50 

Complete NHL Set—16 Teams $2.25 

Complete NBA:ABA Set—28 Teams $5.00 

Complete’94 All Pro Teams Sets $15.00 = . 
Decals—Complete Pro Football Helmet Decal Sets FOOTBALL JER — Team colors in sleek 
26 Teams (52 Decals) $8.00 OFFICIAL NFL _ jayon-cotton, large number on front and back, 


Compleie MES wich Docal Sat—24 Teams. "3-28 FOOTBALL HELMET all NFL teams; choice of numbers not possible. 


| ae 12 x 30-inch pennants] Official size football auto-. a 


EE! : FREE 


call 


a 
ri Official NFL, NBA & NHL 
1 te* Wrist Sweat Band 
Now, play any sport like a true pro 
13) peamese oral, These lightweight sweat wrist 
ri sands proudly display your favorita NFL 


ey & NBA & NHL team logo while keeping 
a your hands dry during vigorous exercise 
full color cloth Specity team 
$1 25 per set of 2 


ny pro teams Pro football helmet decals: 2 decal Head Band $1 00 


1 set) for $1 00, get 2 FREE (1 set), total 4 decals! 


R Competition quality one Sizes: Boys, S-M-L-XL . $9.95 
piece Air-Flo-Cyclo-Lite Mens, S-M-L-XL. . : $11.95 
shell with cemented in 

pecans Plastic double IMPORTANT: | 

r face guard and vinyl USE THIS EASY CHART 10 figure insurance, postoge, 

stir rah. Sizes S. M. 5, 4. $2.00 add 49e $5.0) 10 $6.00 odd 99¢ [l 

and L. Specify team. $2.0) to $3.00 add 6% $6.01 to $9.00 odd $1.15 
$11.98 per team = $3.01 to $4.00 add 80<¢ $9.0] 10. $12, 00. add $1.25 i 


Prvccrice sersey, ye MEW! '74*20% OFF 


cE Fee a >K XMAS | CATALOG s | 


MLB, NFL, NBA, ABA team, 
Notre Dame, or Big 10 EASY-TO-ORDER 
SPORTS ITEMS! 


school, 100% cotton. Sizes 
7 MEN (S-M-L)-YOUTH (M-L 
only). ( AL} Each $3.00 


Autographed NFL Football 


Pennants & Booster Buttons 


(hie Sports 
LOCKER ROOM 


0. Box 22026, San Frantisco, Ca. 94122. 
SE BORDERS PROCESSED IMMEDIATELY. St St Ge et ee 


PRO-FOOTBALL POSTER 
Giant Size 24°x36” 


all 26 Teams and 57 Stars available 


Here is a handsome, full color 
Ne latlag of all 26 Pro-Football 
eams and 57 of your favorite 
stars, excitingly reproduced in a 
large 24” x 36" size, suitable for hanging on any wall. 
These exciting souvenirs are done in official team colors, 
and are reproductions of action paintings showing your 
favorite team or star in real life action poses. A popular 
gift_and collectors item for the den, family room, bedroom 
or TV room. There's no question that any pro-football fan 
will be delighted with these exciting posters. All 26 Teams 
are available and the following 57 Stars: 
(JIM PLUNKETT [TOMMY NOBIS 1 GENE WASHINGTON (MINN,) 
() RON SELLERS © Paul Warfield [] LARRY WILSON 


$5.98 each 


DENNIS SHAW CjJohn Brockington (=) Andy Russell 
C) VIRGIL CARTER “| GALE SAYERS (JOHN BRODIE 
(2 RICH JACKSON © DICK BUTKUS C) SUNNY JURGENSON 
=) GEORGE BLANDA () LEROY KELLY [5] CHARLEY TAYLOR 
() FRED BILETNIKOFF (BILL NELSON "Terry Bradshaw 
(2) MIKE CURTIS CICRAIG MORTON =") 0. J, SIMPSON 
() NORM BULAICH (] BOB HAYES (GREG COOK 
() GREG LANDRY [Roger Staubach (7) GEORGE WEBSTER 
(7) CARL ELLER 808 LILLY () LEN DAWSON 
~) ALAN PAGE ~~] LEM BARNEY (2 BOB GRIESE 
CU ARCHIE MANNING (2 MEL FARR ) LARRY CSONKA 
() SPIDER LOCKHART =] BART STARR () JOE NAMATH 
() JOE GREENE (7) RAY NITSCHKE () DON MAYNARD 
A JACKIE SMITH ] ROMAN GABRIEL =) MATT SNELL 
(2) GENE WASHINGTON (S.F.) [1 MERLIN OLSEN tis Taylor 
i) 5 RON JOHNSON (5) DEACON JONES ) BEN DAVIDSON 
(_) LARRY BROWN (BILL BROWN ©) JOHN HADL 
Royal Advertising Corp., Dept. 381 1 
Lynbrook; N.Y. 11563 j 


Rush me the team(s) and star(s) listed below at 
only $1.75 plus 25¢ shipping charges per star and 
only $1.25 plus 25¢ shipping charges per team. I 
Each additional star or team | order | save the I 
25¢ shipping charges. Full Money Back Guarantee. | 


The Team(s) | want are | 


The Star(s) | want are 


Name 
Address 


! 
City:& State 1 
—~= N.Y. State res. add State & Local Sales Tax. —— 


PHILADELPHIA BELL 


Davidson as the WEL commissioner, 
there is much cause for optimism. 

It was with his guidance that no © 
“raiding” was done on NFL rosters. Oh, 
sure, several score of NFL veterans have 
signed on with the WFL—but only once 
their existing contracts have expired. 
Those who will be seen playing this 
year—among them Charley Harraway, 
Bob Davis, John Elliott—are doing so 
only because they possessed the fore- 
thought not to sign new contracts and to 
play out their option clauses in 1973. 

Furthermore, the WFL has not at- 
tempted to compete with the NFL on a 
head-to-head, or it is better to say on a 
Sunday-to-Sunday, basis. The WFL 
games will almost all be at night, and on 
Wednesday or Thursday nights. 

“We believe,’ Davidson says, “that by 
mid-week millions of pro football fans 
are already straining at the bit. We 
believe we have a built-in audience for 


HOUSTON TEXANS 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SUN 
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THE WORLD'S BEST 


FOOTBALL PREDICTION SERVICE 


WE FED FOOTBALL 
DATA INTO A COMPUTER 


WITH THESE 6 YEAR RESULTS 


¥ 


A THE VEGAS 


treat 
THE VEGAS 
LINE IN 


ere 


WINNING SPREAD 


PERCENTAGE 13% OF 76 OF 84 
OF 79% THE TIME WEEKS 


WINNERS Sports Service is a weekly newsletter pre- 
dicting the outcome and point spread of all pro and all 
major college games. It was founded 6 years ago by 
Dr. Donald Sullivan, Ph.D., a research psychologist and 
college professor. He has had extensive training in 
statistics, probability and advanced computer tech- 
nology. He played football in college (he’s a bruising 
64”) and still an ardent fan. 

WINNERS 6 YEAR AVERAGE of BEATING THE 
SPREAD 73% of the time is TRULY MIRACULOUS! To 
appreciate this one need only know that he is consid- 
ered a winner if he beats the spread 53%. We consider 
a 53% week a disaster. One week last year WINNERS 
beat the spread a mind-blowing 100%. 


JOE TRIPLES BANKROLL IN 1973 


We made up a character called “Joe” at the be- 
ginning of last season and pretended to fly him 
to Las Vegas, where football wagering is legal. 
Flat betting on all of WINNERS weekly picks, 
Joe TRIPLED his eles Bepwrall He did this 
by pie the {eh an. gwithout the 


F» $2500 
“TO ANY PREDICTION SERVICE WHO: 
S - «+ CAN BEAT OUR RECORD 


advertised prediction service who can better our rec- 
ord as stated in this ad. Full details will be 
sent to any service upon request. 


oa a" 4, D. Sullivan, president 


Copyright 


We have posted $2500 and will pay it to, any nationally. a 


ee ee ee 


OUR SUBSCRIBERS are our BEST ENDORSEMENT 


“| feel you're some sort of evangelist 

| am amazed at your accuracy. 

mainiy because of hunches and loose 
"" etc. and came out a loser week 


winner due to your advice. 
never get off the ground -- 
thinking. I'd buy ** 


an instant 
1 could 


-- I've been saved... 


after week. Thank you for your hard work and dedication -- fully ap- 


preciate your ability and “wisdom.” 


“I'd like to thank you for a very 

remarkable prediction sheet, the 

only one | have ever encountered 

that shows substantial winnings.” 
H.B., Baltimore, Md. 


“By using your ATS method, the 
rewards have been excellent. Con- 
gratulations on your excellent 
predictions."" C.M., Conn. 


“. . the best | have ever seen in 

the many years that | have sub- 

scribed and checked others."’ 
L.W.G., 


“For the first time, | am a winner, 
a good winner. Your spread pre- 
dictions are responsible for that. 
Your first issue sold me and you 
have been consistently correct 
since then. Dr. Sullivan, or Mr- 
Computer or whoever the hell you 
are, thanks!" J.L., Glendale, N.Y. 


“You have the best of all known 
systems in the world. Winners are 
winners."' 1T.S.G., Lowell, Mass. 


“Your record this year has proven 
to me you must have a better sys- 
tem and better information than 
most newsletters. The one thing | 
do like about your service is when 
you have losers you don’t try to 
hide them like most touts. You 
give your subscriber the feeling he 
Is not being cheated."" F.F., N.Y. 


“Your success over the other 5 
leading services is also proof of 
your system."" G.D., Calif. 


“Just a letter of appreciation. You 
have hooked me... thanks for 
the Supplement. It was particular- 
ly pertinent...’’ K.L., Mass, 


“You guys are great -— keep that 
machine well oiled." S.M., Fla 


. | feel that in WINNERS | 
have found one of the best, in 
other words | really feel you are 
giving your best, honest opinion.” 

P.J.R., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“| can hardly wait until you do go 
into basketball, baseball . . . foot- 
ball has been GREAT for me this 
season, because of your sheet." 
T.W.C., Roswell, Georgia 


-----GaQP Rene ---- 


- WE’LL BILL YOU WITH YOUR FIRST ISSUE - 


Dr. Donald Sullivan, WINNERS SPORTS SERVICE, Dept. 213 
Suite 1500, 2 Penn Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10001 


Enter my Air Mail Subscription for 1974 which includes 
14 weekly issues plus Supplementary Reports and a special 
BOWL issue. Bill me for $28.50 with my first issue. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State 


(0 SAVE 10% -- Pay now and send only $25.50 instead of $28.50. 
We Save on billing, etc. and pass it on to you. Full money-back 
guarantee, even after 14 weeks (add $10 for Special Delivery). 


J.K., Los Angeles, Calif. 


“‘l am very impressed. Your ser- 
vice seems to be the best by far | 
have ever run into."’ J.C., Miss. 


“Dr. Sullivan, you are the best Pro 
and college line picker I’ve ran 
across in 8 years." B.F., 


- your football service is next 
to none. Your precise predictions 
and ratings on certain college and 
pro is fantastic. | have done better 
than Joe on your-ATS games.” 

D.L.B., Suitland, Md. 


. your subscription rate is far 
‘ee low for the service rendered. | 
am only sorry you do not deal jn 
other sports ...as my philosophy 
is that success in one endeavor 
usually breeds success in others.'” 
A.K., Calif. 
“I've done quite well with your 
sheet and plan to subscribe again 
next year. You've got the so called 
eat alll cones 
What a high priced jake that was! 
Keep up the good work!" 
D.B., Ohio 
**| wish to compliment you on 
your achievements arid your re- 
cord compared to other prediction 
services."’ D.H., 


“Thank you for making me 8 wes 
ner instead of a loser."" S.G., 


“Your service is the best one I've 


ever used, and | don't want to 
miss even one week."’ M.B., Mo. 


@ 14 Weekly plus Bowl Issue 

e Airmailed early Monday 

® All Professional games 

@ All Major College games 

® Record-breaking Point spread 

® Special Supplements 

® Articles - Expert analysis 

® Weekly Review of picks 

®@ UNCONDITIONAL MONEY- 
BACK GUARANTEE 


Zip 
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B Read America’s #18 
Grid Weekly 


If you like Football you'll 
love Football News 
America’s #1 Grid Weekly 
covering college and pro 
football. Mailed to you 
each Monday during the 
season. Outstanding Pre- 
dictions, Plus features not 
found anywhere else. 
SPECIAL OFFER 10 
Issues For $5. We'll send 
your money back if not 
pleased. 


FOOTBALL NEWS 
19830 Mack Ave. Dept. Y 
Grosse Pointe, Mich. 48236 


CI Here’s my $5 — Send 
me the next 10 issues of 
Football News (A $7.50 
Value). | understand | 
must be pleased or you 
will send me a full refund. 


O Enclosed is $7.50 for 
19 issues. 


Address___ 


City. 


fe 


Zip. 
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Larry Csonka, 39, is one of three Miami stars 


who jumped to the WEL. He will Join 


the Memphis Southmen for the 1975 campaign. 


mid-week games. Just look at the pop- 
ularity of Monday night football, in 


prime-time spots. No one ever thought it 


would prove to be as successful as it is.” 

So the WFL is here .. , to stay? 

“} don’t see why not,” Davidson con- 
tinues. “We are simply providing a serv- 
ice the NFL cannot, namely mid-week 
games and teams in areas that have tried 
to secure franchises for years.”’ 

Franchises, indeed, is another viable 
topic. There are a dozen of them in the 
WEL, spanning the country and then 
some, so to speak. There are teams in 


BIRMINGHAM AMERICANS 


Florida (two of them), There is a team in 
New York. Detroit, Chicago, Portland, 
Southern California, Houston. Birming- 
ham and Memphis. Philadelphia. And 
Hawaii. ; 

Birmingham may be a case to prove 
Davidson's point. That Alabama city is a 
hotbed of football interest. The Universi- 
ty of Alabama and Auburn University 
draw equally fanatical support. There is 
a 70,000-seat stadium, Legion Field. If 
Birmingham makes it, the NFL will dis- 
coyer that it missed a bet. 

Memphis, too, has long hungered for 


MEMPHIS SOUTHMEN 


MUSCLE FIGHTER IV - FREE BOOK 

MUSCLE FIGHTER IV - FREE BOOK 

MUSCLE FIGHTER IV - FREE BOOK 

MUSCLE FIGHTER IV - FREE BOOK 

MUSCLE FIGHTER IV - FREE BOOK 
- FREE BO 


aS MUgpCLE FIGHTER IV 
CLE 
and: stre 
seasaies CLE pba 


MUSCLE FIG, 
MUSCLE 
MUSCLE 
MUSCLE 


FREE! FREE! FREE! 


Recent testimonials have shown that the musclebuilding know- 
how imparted in the Newest Bodybuilding method to be in- 


troduced to the North American market may really contribute Le oo : deat 
towards building a well muscled, proportionate physique. This MUSCLE F BOOK 
method, known as MUSCLE FIGHTER IV has received much 
praise from those who have put it to the test. Gains in MUSCLE F BOOK 
increased muscular body weight, loss of flab and the improve- MUSCLE FIC = BOOK 
ment of stamina have been little short of phenomenal. Reports MUSCLE FI/ . . cE BOOK 
from all over North America testify to the effectiveness of the : EE BOOK 
MUSCLE FIGHTER IV plan. , REE BOOK 
° : BOOK 


The plan does not involve hours and hours of daily training 
and it may be followed in the privacy of your own room, Any 
man between 15 - 50 who has had a fitness checkup (not just a 
bill of good health under restful conditions) and who is 
prepared to tailor the program to his particular physical 
condition and agé may apply. 


The MUSCLE FIGHTER !V directors insist that there is no. 
overnight method which can build huge muscles instantly. 
Gaining muscle size, firming up the body, and increasing 
strength all takes time and effort - But you as a nan who may 
fit the requirements you may do it! y 


This company does not claim that you can build a fantastic 
body in seven days, or seven weeks. This is a three month 
course! And. it will certainly take considerably longer than 
that to build a fantastic body like Robert Nailon’s shown here! 
He has been training for a number of years. 


The MUSCLE FIGHTER IV 
"Sirs, my improvement has been plan is not recommended for 
great - What 4 course! "’ : 

D.H. FLUSHING, N.Y. those who are not perfectly 


(Mr. Nailon has been training several years!) 


fit and healthy, nor is it ad- 
"Dear Sir, 1 cannot believe the way vised for those who are lazy 
| feel - This program has really ‘ . nig sf ok 
Opened invevos indolent or lacking in initia- 
TOM KLEIN, N.]. tive. This wonderful new pro- 


: . ram involves no. special ap- 
“Dear friends, MUSCLE FIGHTER IV | 2 weal eD 


did it - | will always be appreciative paratus whatsoever. A 


Thanks a million." FREE book describing 
RICK THOMPSON, L.A. CA. 


how you may get started 
“! worked hard and got excellent with this new method 
results more power to your program.” will be sent at once. 

JFK, NEW ORLEANS Simply fill in the coupon 
“I gained muscle and body weight - below! You may NEVER 
Thank you for making me happier." regret it! There is no 
JOHN FARMER, BROOKLYN N.Y. | Obligation. Only those 
“Super appearance - Super feeling - interested in physical 
What more can t say - | am proud.” improvement need apply. 
TOM R. TORONTO, ONT, Limit one book per 
family. Send no money! 


MUSCLE FIGHTER IV DEPT 12443 


cbaolutely 


32A Queen St. W. Brampton, Ont, Can. L6X 1A2 


ieusd ce 
( Phase send your tree brochure under plain cover 


Name 


(Please Print) 
Address 


City 


Robert Nailon , 
(After) 


State 


Check ¥ as many as you 
Wish. 


_) Larger Arms 
(] Bigger chest 
} Added weight 


“] Increased strength 
P a 
r) _| Trimmer waist 
and hips 
Cu (_] Broader shoulders 
_) Better posture 
ssasaassaes 


taller in a few weeks? For all ages 

No gimmicks. Send 35c to Weber, 

Dept. SN, 2410 Sylvester Drive, Day- 
. 09, 


OFFICIAL PRO-FOOTBALL 
PRACTICE JERSEY only $3.98 
eT, 


~ 
~ 


abi 2 


Official pro football practice short sleeve 50% cot- 
ton, 50% acrylic jersey with the official multi-color 
team name and helmet logo. Teams available are LA, 
GB, Dallas, Vikings, Jets, Colts, Chiefs, Lions, Dol- 
phins, 49'ers, Redskins, Steelers, Bills and Giants. 

Available in youth or adult sizes of S, Mand L. Only 
$3.98 per team for youth and $4.50 per team for 
adult sizes. Please add 35¢c to your total order for 
shipping charges. Specify team and size when order- 
ing. Full money back guarantee if not delighted. Send 
cash, check or money order to: 


Royal Advtg. Corp., Dept. 384 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 
(N.Y, State residents add state and local tax.) 


an NFL team. But the NFL has long 
pondered without deciding. Now there 
are the Southmen, formerly the Toronto 
Northmen, and a 10-year lease on 
Memphis Memorial Field. And in 1975, 
lo and behold, there will be the likes of 
Larry Csonka, Paul Warfield and Jim 
Kiick doing their act in Memphis. 

Through it all, Davidson has main- 
tained a steady hand. 

He claimed for himself the Philadel- 
phia franchise at a time when no one 
wanted it, at a time when the WFL first 
began to decide on locations for its 
teams. 

Some months later, he “sold”’ it to Jack 
Kelly, Jr., for $750,000. That, of course, 


THE HAWAIIANS 


Super 


JACKSONVILLE SHARKS 


represents a profit of exactly $750,000. 
Given footwork like that, how can the 
WEL, under his leadership, do anything 
but succeed? 

Of course, the quality of play in the 
WEL will not be near the NFL for a year, 
two or three. But with each new star who 
jumps... with each highly sought rookie 
who signs ... the quality will improve 
and, along with it, credibility will in- 
crease. 

Davidson is on the verge of chairing a 
successful professional league. 

Who, then, is he? What has he done? 

Davidson, as previously mentioned, is 
an attorney. His legal training has helped 
immeasurably in his endeavors in sports 


FASTEST MUSCLE-BUILDING 


SYSTEM KNOWN TO MAN!! 


Our New System will develop muscles so fantastic that your muscles and strength will 
seem to be almost Super-Human! Thousands have doubled or tripled their strength while 


MUSCLE 
SYSTEM 


following our unique methods, It is actually possible to have everyday muscular growth while following our body-building system! 
BE you could accomplish while following our methods? Regardless of the shape you’re in, WE CAN IMPROVE YOUR 
‘O* 

This system is actually 200 to 300% more effective in muscle-building than any form of isometrics. Don’t confuse this method with 
any form of isometrics — this is a ‘full-contractional’ body-building system, Full Contractional Methods enable you to obtain a FULL 
MUSCLE PUMP — which is absolutely necessary in muscular growth. Our methods leave nothing to chance — our system develops 
your body TOTALLY! 

In JUST WEEKS, you'll astonish your friends as your body begins to grow and develop. Other men will respect and envy you — 
you'll have the build that ALL girls admire! In just MINUTES a day, you'll build a powerful body — so powerful you will command 
the respect and attention of EVERYONE you come in contact with. Regardless of your age, whether you're skinny or fat, tall or short— 


WE CAN, AND WILL build you a powerful body — rippling with muscularity. 


LETTERS WE RECEIVE... 
"Wow!" I still don’t believe it! 
I'm now on my 4th day oftrain- 
ing and I've gained 3/4" on my 
arms, 1” on my chest, 1/2" on 
my thighs, and this is just the 
beginning!” 

G. Benito 


“1 would just like to tell you that 
I have lost 10 Ibs, of fatin just 
one week by following your great 
system. The fat is melting away, 
while the muscles are bulging 
through (it's amazing), | am 
truly amazed at my muscular 
definition” 

D, Easthon 


a 


"1 finally lost my beerbelly. 
Knocked 8” off my waist. It was 
easy following your course. 
Those muscles are bulging all 
over, I'm now twice as strong 
and my endurance has increased 
tremendously. Many thanks for 
what you have done to me.” 

J. McBirney 


BUILD 


FANTASTIC 
INFORMATION 
ON HOWTO 


A 


HERCULES BODY 


"In just 2 weeks I have gained 
over 1 1/2” on my arms and 


over 4” on my chest! 
of sight’ by the time 
your course. ‘Thanks! 


Til be ‘out 
I complete 


B. Rice 


UNIVERSAL BODYBUILDING 
Box 485 Dept. CO 
Dearborn, Mich. 48121 


You bet I want Super-Muscles — Super Fast! Rush me all 
that free muscle-building information, so that I can. add 
inches of powerful muscles —allin the privacy of my home. 


I am under no obligation. I am sending 25¢ to help cover 


postage and handling costs. (PLEASE PRINT) 


Name Age 
Address 
City. State Zip 
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Calvin Hill will play for the WFL Hawallans in '75. 
to date, which include the founding of e ~ 
both the ABA and the WHA. He 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
political science from UCLA and also 
attended the UCLA law school, from 
which he received his Degree of Juris 
Doctorate in 1961. 
In his work with the ABA, he took on 
the established NBA. The odds were in- 
calculable, but such teams as the New 
York Nets, Kentucky Colonels, Utah 
Stars, Indiana Pacers, San Antonio Spurs 
all owe their existence to his efforts. 
Abandoning the ABA after its success- 
ful emergence, he next went to work on 
the NHL. In founding the WHA, he 
polished the plan of attack he was to use 


PORTLAND STORM 


Official 


Official NFL, NBA, NHL and MLB Shield Key Tag 


OFFICIAL 


NFL & MLB “ Your favonte NEL official 
Key reg Pak tone ee aa PRO FOOTBALL 
Your favorite pro-football teams plastic shield with a handy key 


chain atiached Authente 
team colors and design Really 
look great All 26 teams avail 
able as well as all 1? NBA, 16 
NHL and 24 MLB Spacity 
team desired 

No 465 


helmet or baseball teams helmet 
on a key chain. Official color and 
design. Looks really sharp. 
Specify team desired. All 26 NFL 
and 24 MLB teams available, 

No, 901,.... 75c per team 


yy, PRODUCTS 


1Se per team 


. All-Pro Sports Medals 
All Pro Sports Medals 
One inch round medal show 


Official Pro-Football Team 
Playing Cards and 


Official NFL and MLB Helmet Buggy iis Hall of Fame Cards ing @ man. ify action in’ your 
Accurate beautiful miniature of the N Le neva) deck of 52 playing favorite sport, Raysed surface 

j * cards that feature your favorite and chain hole top. Perfect 
and MLB buggies seen at all pro-football team in an action pose Each Eat fe Keatitk Si AyaIIGHS 


and baseball games. tn brilliant official 
colors with authentic insignias of your Teams available are. Lions, 
favorite team. Equipped with smooth rol- Rams, 49’ers, Vikings, Beng- 
ling racing tires and chrom wheel covers : als, Cards. Falcons, Bills, 


f I Cowboys, Chiels, Chargers eR 


No 10 (Gold) 75< per sport — 
puree cueaba Pa eat bad Pe" $9" Wrist Sweat Bands and Headbands! 

No.'657 : $1.75 pen team featuring 48 Hall of Fame All white absorbent, washable 
Players $1.25 wrist band keeps perspiration 

ts from hands and looks profes- 
sional. Your favorite eye- 
catching official NFL, NHL, 
NBA or MLB team logo im- 
printed StAniEY. on the sur 
face, All 26 NFL, 17 NBA, 16 
NHL and 24 MLB teams avail- 
able. 2 bands per team. Spec- 
ify team desired. 
No. 666 $1.25 per team 
No. 998 $1.00 per team 
t Matching Headband 


& Royal Advertising Corp. Dept. 380 
Lynbrook, N.Y. 11563 


Rush me the team(s) listed below. | understand | must 
be delighted or my money will be refunded. 


Item # How Many 


deck contains one team in Football, Baseball, Hockey 
or Basketball, Specify sport 


and color (silver or gold) 


Official NFL Sport Burton 
Full size 13/4" button with safety pin 
back and official team insignia and name 
right on the front, All 26 NFL teams 
available as well as all 16 NHL, 17 NBA 
and 24 MLB. Specify team desired 


No. 463 .. 


» 3 NFL COLOR BY NUMBER KIT 


Each kit contains 9 authentic 
action sketches (7’' x 91/2’) of 
your favorite teams & stars. 9 
pre-sharpened artists pencils in 
colors keyed to the teams picked 
and a ‘‘sports sharpener.”’ Great 
fun coloring your favorite NFL 
heroes and the set comes in book 
form to make a perfect gift. 

No, 819 $2 98 


OFFICIAL NFL TV 
NITE LITE 
Beautiful TV Nite Lite 
with official NFL logo 


and all 26 team helmet 
decals on the base. 


25c¢ per team 


Official NFL 
Sport Blanket 


Lightweight, waterproof blanket, 
ull 56)"x56” that folds into a handy ? 


Great as a nite lite in a carrying case. Uses special light- wel i 
kid’s room or above a weight material similar to that used F = We Cannot Ship Orders Totaling Less Than $100 — 
TV. by the astronauts for warmth. Each i | 
No. 979 $4.98 blanket has individual official team — Please add 35c to total order for postage and handling. 
logo and design. All teams available | 
except Giants, Rams, Cards, Pat- Name... 
fiots, Dolphins, Jets, Saints, and Address | 
Steelers. Specify team desired. City & State | 
No. 108 . $3.98 perteam 4 =< N.Y. State Residents please add state and local sales tax 
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CORD COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 
DEPT. PFG 74 
25 WEST 43 STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 


Please send me ______. copies of Cord Sportfacts PRO FOOTBALL 
REPORT 1974. | enclose $1.00 per copy for this fact-filled, excitement- 
filled magazine. Total enclosed: 


SEND TO: 
(Please print) 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 22 


| he a Ea Se ea Se ey 


Run to daylight . . . right to your nearest newsstand for 
Cord Sportfacts PRO FOOTBALL REPORT 1974, 
the All-Star magazine that gets you up close to 48 
outstanding pros selected by insiders as 

our All-Star team! Read exclusive byline articles 
written by such stars as Ken Houston, 

O.J. Simpson, John Hadl and John Matuszak. There’s 
more ... much, much more, in exciting 

features about Roman Gabriel, the new World 
Football League, young quarterbacks 

who populate the AFC. There’s still more .. . in 
detailed, expert predictions covering 

all the NFC and AFC teams. And more yet... in 

a brand-new opportunity to win a $500 prize 

in our Sportfacts Triangle Contest. Everything 

every knowledgeable pro fan wants to know is in 

Cord Sportfacts PRO FOOTBALL REPORT 1974— 
at your newsstand now! Or, if you want guaranteed 
delivery, complete the above coupon today. 


on the NFL. His first spectacular ac- 
complishment was the signing of NFL 
stars Bobby Hull and Gordie Howe, both 
of whom gave the WHA identity and 
credibility. 

This method was to work so spectacu- 
larly in the spring of 1974 for the WEL, 
when Csonka, Warfield and Kiick all re- 
nounced the Miami Dolphins to sign 
contracts worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars with Toronto, which subsequent- 
ly moved to Memphis. 

“The basis for success is fan support,” 
Davidson says, “and in most cases, fan 
support comes easier with established 
names in your league. When we signed 
those three, we knew more would follow. 


CHICAGO FIRE 


And when fans in Memphis or Hawaii or 
New York can show up for a game and 
see guys they've followed for years 
playing for their city, support comes 
quickly.” 

Since the Miami Three “defected,” 
the list of superstars has grown quickly. 
Just a partial sampling must include Cal- 
vin Hill, Ken Stabler, Ted Kwalick, Jim 
Mitchell, Daryle Lamonica, John Gill- 
iam, Craig Morton and Curley Culp. But 
the total of signed NFL-ers exceeds 50, 
most of whom are due for 1975 delivery. 

“In another year or two, we'll be com- 
petitive with the NFL,” Davidson feels. 
“We'll have strong teams in almost every 
city. We'll be getting more and more 
athletes because of our reputation. And 
then the rookies will begin to have a 
workable choice.” 

Money, then, is one of the prime 
requisites. And money is there in abun- 
dance. Of course, no single team can af- 
ford more than two or three of the super- 
star salaries that have had to be paid to 
sign the top names. But with two or three 
on each team, television ratings will im- 
prove, perhaps one of the three major 
networks will become more enamored of 
the WFL and, with more money coming 
in, so will more players. 

Right now, however, many of the team 
owners are totally unconcerned with im- 
mediate financing. There are self-made 
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FLORDIA BLAZERS 


millionaires in the charter group, men 
who might just as easily have purchased 
NFL teams—had any been made 
available. 

There is a TV contract with TVS, a 
network of independent stations bound 
together loosely—but sometimes effec- 
tively. TVS is headed by Eddie Einhorn, 
who is a sports fan, a knowledgeable sales 
executive and, just maybe, a man gifted 
with ESP. 

“Tt doesn’t take much imagination to 
see that if the WFL makes it at all, it will 
be a very worthwhile television 
package,” he says: “I had very little dif- 
ficulty selling the games to more than 
100 unaffiliated stations throughout the 
country.” 

NFL people are beginning to see the 
advantages owned by the WEL. “'I think 
they'll make it,” says Al Davis, managing 
general partner of the Oakland Raiders 
and, a decade ago, one of the barracudas 
of the AFL who kept cutting away at the 


NEW YORK STARS 


NFL until an amalgamation was the only 
solution. “They've done things pretty 
much the right way.” 

Several NFL players are optimistic, 
too, even those who have not chosen to 
avail themselves of the big contracts, 

“Tm more hopeful than skeptical,”’ 
says Minnesota's Alan Page. 

“It's giving the players a great bar- 
gaining position,’ says John Had] of the 
Rams. “A player's career is very short. 
He should be able to get as much as he 
can for his talents.” 

“They'd be crazy to pass up that kind 
of money,” says veteran tackle Grady Al- 
derman of the Vikings. “I’m just sorry 
I'm not 10 years younger.” 
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hope they do,” 
defensive tackle, Merlin Olsen. ‘‘Sud- 
denly there's an alternative. If there's no 
alternative, how do you bargain?” 


26 NFL teams can use only some 1,200 
athletes, and in a country of 220-million 
persons, several thousand more, at the 
very least, are available and perhaps 
almost as talented as those who have 
made it in the NFL. 

And at the top of the ladder is Gary 
Davidson, young and blond and tanned 
and eternally optimistic. 

“We have come incredibly far in less 
than a year. I think this in itself shows we 
“They'll prove they're for real, and I have much further to go in the years 
says the Rams’ All-Pro ahead,’ 

His logic may be convenient and per- 
haps inaccurate. But with the track 
record he has shown thus far, no one can 
tell him he’s wrong. 
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DETROIT WHEELS 


There are plenty of players, for even 


These a 


Many heads turned when 
Charles Tripp, “Armless 
Wonder,” and his friend 
Eli Bowen, “'Legless 
Wonder,” rode their 
bicycle built for two. 


These are just a few of the many “mistakes of Nature” included 
in Frederick Drimmer’s fascinating new book, VERY SPECIAL 
y PEOPLE. What makes them very special is that they were all 
born “curiosities” and they all lived unusual lives. Like Chang 
and Eng, the original Siamese twins, who were joined at the chest 
for life. They married sisters, set up separate homes, and fathered 
22 children between them! 

Then there was Grace McDaniels, who was billed as the ugliest 
woman who ever lived (and her photo proves it). Believe it or not, 
Grace received several proposals of marriage before she accepted 
one from a handsome young man. They had a perfectly normal son, 
who grew up to be his mother’s manager! 

John Merrick, the grossly deformed “Elephant Man,” was deserted 
by his heartless manager. Befriended by a kindly doctor, Merrick 
became quite famous and was frequently visited by Royalty, 

All the stories in this book are true, and we have over 65 rare 
photographs to prove it. Never has one book been so complete. 
There are chapters on giants, dwarfs, fat people, armless and legless 
wonders, hermaphrodites (half man, half woman), bearded ladies, 
and numerous other human oddities. 

This is not just a picture book of “freaks.” The author treats these 
people with insight, compassion and the dignity one earns by being 
born different from everyone else. 

VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE will also teach you one of the most 
important lessons that life has to offer: the incredible ability of man’s 
mind, soul, and spirit to overcome any physical imperfection....no 
matter how hopeless it may appear, Read this book and you “will 
never indulge in self-pity again. MONEYBACK GUARANTEE. 
ONLY $5.95, hard covered, 412 pages, 67 photographs. 


Tre BROADWAY BOOKFINDERS, DEPT.RS~148 i 
a 245 WEST 19 ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 100111 


t 
Please rush me ___ Very Special People at $5.95 ea. 
(plus 60¢ ees and hand.) Enclosed is my check/ : 
M.O. for ae ts If not completely satisfied,g 
Vil return it within 15 ‘days for a full refund. 


“Jacques” was the name 

Jean Libbera gave fo the 

miniature twin that grew 
out of his body. 
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- Den Herder anchors the left side of 
Miami's ‘No-Name. 


Vien certainly don’t need me to tell you 
that it’s been an eventful off-season in 
professional football. 

Two areas in particular—the negoti- 
ations between the National Football 
League Players Association and the 
owners, and the signing of NFL players 


Making an Inside 
move on Cincinnati 
Bengal tackle 
Vernon Holland, 
Den Herder watches 
the play develop 
and gets ready 

to make the tackle 


by the new World Football League— 
have made it especially so. 

And, with words like “strike and 
“war being bandied about, there have 


» ~-béerr tensions and a*tértain atmosphere’ ’ ~ » 


of confrontation, 

To no one’s surprise, much attention 
has been focused on my own team, the 
Miami Dolphins. 

Since we've won the last two Super 
Bowls, it’s to be expected that more than 
the usual amount of interest is shown in 
how every new situation affects us. 

Along with it has come a lot of specu- 
lation and nit-picking. Things have a 
habit of being blown out of proportion 
and sensationalized by those searching 
for things like dissension—things that 
don't exist. 

No doubt the biggest bombshell was 
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the WFL’s signing of three of my team- 
mates—Larry Csonka, Paul Warfield and 
Jim Kiick—to contracts effective next 
year, 

* So right away the rumors began: that 
this Dolphin player, that one or that one 
would also sign with the WEL or that 
there was internal squabbling or that, in 
general, the team was beginning to 
crumble, 

What the talk usually boils down to is a 
two-part question; 

Can we repeat as Super Bowl cham- 
pions, and will we continue to be suc- 
cessful, despite the loss of Larry, Jim and 
Paul? 

It’s a question I welcome. I welcome it 
because it gives me the opportunity to 
tell you what the Miami Dolphins are all 
about. 


First, let me say simply that the Miami 
Dolphins are a team. I mean that in 
every sense of the word. Not one player, 
two players or a few, but a team—a team 
built on pride. 

A typical response to that might be 
that it all sounds pretty corny. Maybe it 
does to some people. But it happens to be 
true. 

Now I don’t mean to leave the im- 
pression that the loss of those three guys 
won't be felt. They'll be missed. Very 
much. 

But that’s a year away. There's still the 
matter of the season that’s about ‘to 
begin. 

As for wondering about the amount of 
effort they Il be giving this season on the 
field, you can stop. There’s absolutely no 
doubt in my mind that it ll be their usual. 

continued on page 96 


NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL 
2) CONFERENCE 


What do you want to know about 
each team in the NFCP The 
complete rundowns on the following 
pages start with a detailed 
examination of the team under 
study. This is followed by vital 
statistics from the °78 

season. Then the individual pros 
are rated according to 

Sportfacts own Performance 
Quotients alongside a roster 

that includes height, weight, 
age, years of pro experience 

and college of each player. 

The Performance Quotients are a 
rating system for each unit 

of each team, based on a‘scale 
of 1 to 5. Quarterbacks, 

running backs, receivers, 

linemen and kickers are 
appraised on offense; the front 
line, linebackers, 

cornerbacks and safeties are 
evaluated on defense. A 

unit rated 1 is the best or tied 
for best in the league; a 

rating of 2 stands for 

excellent; 3 equals good; 4 is 
fair; and 5 is poor. Teams 

are arranged in their predicted 
order of finish in each 

division. The team our experts 
believe will qualify for the 
playoffs as the wild-card team is 
the Atlanta Falcons. The 

NFC champion? We predict it will 
be the Los Angeles Rams. 
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WASHINGTON REDSKINS 
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Billy Kilmer takes the snap and gets ready to hand off. 


This is Washington, D.C. First in 


erasures ... first in bumbling intrigue 

. and first in the NFC East. 

The Redskins figure to do what the 
other employees of our nation’s capital 
have failed to do—win over the people. 
They have age, true, but not dangerously 
so, They have experience. They have 
poise. They have dedication. They have 
pride. And they have George Allen, so 
whatever they might not have he'll buy. 

They have made the playoffs in each 
of the last three years—the only three 
years Gorgeous George has been their 
leader. They made it to the Super Bowl 
two years ago. Indeed, they could 
make it again this year, in what might 
be the last hurrah for many of their 
aging warriors. 

The offense? It starts with a need for 
more consistent line play, but after 
George gets through sorting out his 
tackles from his guards, he'll come up 
with Terry Hermeling and George Starke 
at tackles, Walt Sweeney or John Wilbur 
and Paul Laaveg at guards and All-Pro 
Len Hauss at center. That will leave Ray 
Schoenke, Dan Ryezek, Cornelius John- 
son and Walter Rock as the bench 
strength, though Rock will fight for 
Starke’s job. 

Runners? Well, there are Larry Brown 
and Duane Thomas. So much for half- 
back. There was a bit of a problem in the 
spring, when fullback Charley 
Harraway, having played out his option, 
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flew off to the WEL's Birmingham 
Americans. So what did George do. He 
bartered off another draft choice for the 
Rams Larry Smith, another WFL de- 
fector, though not until 1975. Behind 
Smith will be Moses Denson, Herb Mul- 
Key and Bob Brunet. So much for 
fullback, 

The wide receivers are among the best 
around—Charley Taylor and Roy Jeffer- 
son, who caught exactly 100 passes 
between them in 1978. Jerry Smith, a 
capable tight end, will get help from Al- 
vin Reed. 

Okay, quarterbacks. You're right. Son- 
ny Jurgensen is 40 years old, and true, 
Bill Kilmer is 34, and between them are 
29 years of NFL experience. But they re 
back, and just in case arthritis hits, wily 
George has come up with Joe 
Theismann, via another trade (for. future 
draft choices, of course) with Miami. Joe 
had been in Canada for two years, 
proving he is a pro quarterback after all, 
Now George has an “experienced 
rookie” he doesn’t pay for until 1976. 

Maybe people are right. Maybe 
George should be President. 

His defense needs yery little fixing. He 
has the proper blend of talent and 
experience, with enough youth to keep 
the old guys puffing. 

Up front the ends will be Ron McDole 
and Verlon Biggs, and the tackles will be 
Diron Talbert and either Manny Sis- 
trunk or Bill Brundige, with the latter 
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Prediction: 
First 


two probably working in a shuttle sys- 
tem. Willie Holman, having come from 
Chicago in mid-season last year, will 
fight for a job. 

Chris Hanburger and Dave Robinson 
dre the outside linebackers, both grizzled 
All-Pros, The middle man will be Myron 
Pottios or, if he’s more concerned with 
Medicare, Hal McLinton or Russ Till- 
man. 

The secondary is sound—and veteran. 

Pat Fischer and Mike Bass man the 
corners, and had the 34-year-old Fischer 
not been hurt in the playoff game against 
Minnesota, Washington could have won 
and gone on to the NFC championship. 

Ken Houston was acquired last season 
from the Oilers. He is a marvelous strong 
safety and proved it by becoming an All- 
Pro selection in his first Redskin season. 
Now he’s back—and more familiar with 
Allen’s defense. Brig Owens is the free 
safety, a man who has shown continued. 
improvement through eight seasons, But 
he’s only 31. He has to age a bit before 
he becomes one of the Redskins’ really 
super performers. 

And just in case there is an injury 
(though which of the Fates would dare 
interfere with Allen?), George traded for 
Bryant Salter, a strong and young safety 
from San Diego. Salter and Rosey Taylor 
will make up the reserve group, but the 
former could well find himself playing a 
lot, especially in Allen’s “nickel defense” 
which puts a fifth back on the field in 
sure-pass situations. 

Kicking has been a problem lately, :at 
least placekicking. Curt Knight, the most 
inconsistent of men, made just 22 of 42 
field goals last season. It was enough to 
bring a frown to George’s otherwise 
crinkled, smiling face. So the NFL 
owners solved his little problem—they 
just about took the field goal out of the 
game with their rules amendments, and 
now Knight can kick or not kick and it 
won't really bother Allen. 

Mike Bragg is the punter, far more 
than adequate, and probably more of a 
threat now that accuracy will count more 
than distance. 


1973 RECORD (10-5) 


38 San Diego 0 33 San Francisco 9 
27 St. Louis 34 22 Baltimore 14 = Knight 
28 Philadelphia 7 20 Detroit Q Brown 
14 Dallas 7 27 New York Giants 24 ~—‘C. Taylor 
21 New York Giants 3 7 Dallas 27 xHarraway 
31 St. Louis 13 38 Philadelphia 20 Hancock 
3 New Orleans 19 (Playoff) Owens 
16 Pittsburgh 21 20 Minnesota 27 
SYMBOLS +—Conference leader B 
tt—Tied for conference lead theron a, 
x—Signed with WFL for 1974 ™homas 
Mul-Key 
PASSING C. Taylor 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct peterson 
Kilmer 227 122 1656 64 14 9 53.7 xHarraway 
Jurgensen 145 87 904 36 6 5 60.0 #£Smith 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 of 22." 103 Houston 6 $2. 0) ‘22° 5:3 
14F 0 0 84 ass S. AGI 47 eBBOR22 
vj 0 0 42 Owens 5 126 1 ‘27..24:6 
4 0 0 24 Robinson 4 98 1 39 24.5 
2 0 ie} 12 Fischer 3 99 0 67 33.0 
2 0 0 12 
RUSHING PUNTING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Av: Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
273Tt 860 8 = a8 Bragg 64 2581 61 40.3 
128° 452 1 416 3:6 , 
32 95 0 13 3.0 
8 20 0 e 25 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Duncan 28 228 0 18 8.1 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg Mul-Key 11 103 0 27 94 
59 801 7 13. 
41 595 1 ze 8 KICKOFF RETURNS 
40 482 6 64 124 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
32 291 3 31 9.1 #Mul-Key 36t 1011t 17t 97tF 28.1 
19 215 0 25 11.3 Duncan 4 650 "38 16.3 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Kilmer, Bill 6-0 204 34 13 UCLA 
Jurgensen, Sonny 6-0 203 40 18 Duke 
Theismann, Joe 6-1 184 25 1 Notre Dame 
RUNNING BACKS 
*Brown, Larry 5-11 195 27 6 Kansas City 
Smith, Larry 6-3 220 26 6 _ Florida 
Thomas, Duane 6-2 215 27 4 West Texas State 
Denson, Moses 6-1 215 35 1  #£Md.-Eastern Shore 
Mul-Key, Herb 6-0 190 24 3 £None 
Brunet, Bob 6-1 205 28 6 Louisiana Tech 
Hull, Mike 6-3. 220 28 7 Southern California 
RECEIVERS 
Taylor, Charley (W) 6-3 210 32 11 Arizona State 
Jefferson, Roy (W) 6-2 195 30 10 Utah 
Smith, Jerry (T) 6-3 208 31 10 ArizonaState 
Grant, Frank (W) 5-11 181 24 2 §o.Colorado St. 
Reed, Alvin (T) 6-5 235 30 8, Prairie View 
Hancock, Mike (T) 6-4 220 24 2 = Idaho State 
Malinchak, Bill (W) 6-1 200 30 9 Indiana 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Stark, George (T) 6-5 249 25 2 Columbia 
Hermeling, Terry (T) 6-5 255 27 5 Nevada-Reno 
Laaveg, Paul (G) 6-4 245 25 5 Ilowa 
Sweeney, Walt (G) 6-4 254 33 12 Syracuse 
Hauss, Len (C) 6-2 235 32 11 Georgia 
*Wilbur, John (G) 6-3 251 31 9 Stanford 
Rock, Walter (T) 6-5 255 32 12 Maryland 
Schoenke, Ray(G-T) 6-4 250 33 11 SMU ~ 
Ryczek, Dan (C) 6-3 249 25 2 Virginia 
Johnson, Cornelius(G) 6-2 245 30 7 Virginia Union 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Knight, Curt (Pk) 6-2 190 31 6 Coast Guard 
Bragg, Mike (P) 5-11 186 27 7 Richmond 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
McDole, Ron (E) 6-4 265 34 14 Nebraska 
Biggs, Verlon (E) 6-4 275 31 10 Jackson State 
Brundige, Bill (T) 6-5 270 25 5 Colorado 
Talbert, Diron (T) 6-5 255 30 8 Texas 
Sistrunk, Manuel (T) 6-5 265, 27 5 Arkansas AM&N 
Holman, Willie (E) 6-4 254 29 7 South Carolina St. 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Robinson, Dave (O) 6-3 245 33 10 Penn State 
Hanburger, Chris(O) 6-2 218 33 10 North Carolina 
Pottios, Myron (M) 6-2 232 35 14 Notre Dame 
Pergine, John (D) 6-1 225 28 6 Notre Dame 
Tillman, Russell (M) 6-2 230 28 5 Northern Arizona 
McLinton, Harold(M) 6-2 235 27 #426 Southern 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Fischer, Pat 5-9 170 34 14 Nebraska 
Bass, Mike 6-0 190 29 7 Michigan 
Duncan, Speedy 5-10 180 32 11 Jackson State 
SAFETIES 
Houston, Ken (S) 6-3 198 29 8 Prairie View 
Owens, Brig (W) 5-11 190 31 9 Gincinnati 
Taylor, Rosey (W) 5-11 186 36 14 Grambling 


Salter, Bryant (S) 6-4 


(S)—Strong-side 
*—WEFL 1975 


195 24 Pittsburgh 


4 
(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotients 


Kilmer is the incumbent starter, Jurgenson wants one more year 
(and he’s 40 now) while Theismann is the hope for the ftuture—and 
in this case, the future might be now. PERF. Qt.: 3. 


The unit is shaken by the defection of Charley Harraway to the 
WEL. The heir-apparent is Smith, from the Rams. Thomas may not 
be suited for fullback duty with a star halfback in the backfield. 
Brown is a super player who does it all—run, block, receive. Mul- 
Key, another quick runner, is not overly strong. Denson-was a star in 
Canada and could help here. If Brunet shows anything, he'll keep 
Hull on special teams. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Taylor may be the best in the conference; he has speed and moves. 
Jefferson isn’t far behind him, and as a unit they are maddening to 
defenses. Smith is a proved tight end. Grant, a youngster, amazes 
observers with his quickness. Reed is a satisfactory backup, or he 
can even start. Hancock impressed coaches as a rookie, an unusual 
situation on a George Allen team. Malinchak is strictly bench and 
Special-teams material. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Fair, almost good, is the rating of this unit. Its members performed 
better in '72 than last year. Laaveg, Hermeling and, of course, 
Hauss are the most consistent performers. Hauss should be re- 
covered from off-season surgery; if not, the Skins have trouble. 
Sweeney came from San Diego; he will start for WFL-bound Wilbur. 
Rock and Starke should fight it out for the other tackle job. 
Schoenke can start or fill in at guard or tackle. Ryczek impressed 
Coach Allen, while Johnson, another newcomer (from the Colts), may 
well push Laaveg. A return to 1972 form by this unit will help the 
team’s running game. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Knight, a disaster much of '73, missed 20 of 42 field-goal tries. 
He'll improve or be replaced. Bragg is steady, clever. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Veterans McDole and Biggs may be touched by age but neither 
showed signs of deterioration last season. Talbert is the best line- 
man, a blend of size, strength and agllity. Brundige and Sistrunk 
alternated in ‘72 and '73 and might do so again in specific down- 
and-distance situations. Holman came from the Bears in mid-season 
and will push McDole for a regular job, PERF. QT.: 2. 


The outside men are superb, with both Hanburger and Robinson 
experienced and Pro Bowl veterans. Robinson, still quick despite his 
years, was new last year and now knows Allen's intricate system 
better. Pottios, McLinton and Tillman will battle tor the middle job. 
Pergine seems no better than an adequate replacement, and If injur- 
jes strike here they could spoil the season. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Fischer, the guts and glue of the secondary, played well again /ast 
year. Bass improves every year; he may be at his peak right now. 
Duncan is valuable on special teams. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Houston came from the Oilers and earned All-Pro honors. He does 
everything well. Owens is better because of Houston, but Brig isn't 
bad on his own. Taylor was hurt all of '73. Salter, who came from San 
Diego, will play in five-back alignments. PERF. QT.: 2. en 
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Harold Carmichael led the league with 67 catches.in '73. 


or the Philadelphia Eagles continue 
their resurgence under Coach Mike 
McCormack? Can they become a factor 
in the NFC East race? Do they dare to 
harbor thoughts of a playoff berth? 

The answers to all these questions: 
Yes, if only they play defense. 

The Eagles had an offense last year 
that might have registered nine on the 
Richter Scale. 

They had Roman Gabriel at quarter- 
back, imported from L.A. He led the 
NFL in attempts and completions and 
yardage and tied for TD passes. 

They had the NFL’s leading receiver, 
towering (6-8) Harold Carmichael, who 
caught 67 of Roman's candles. They had 
two others in the top five among the 
NFC’s receivers—rookie Charlie Young, 
the tight end who grabbed 55 passes, and 
second-year halfback Tomniy Sullivan, 
who caught 50 balls when he wasn’t oc- 
cupied rushing for 968 yards. 

Oh, yes, fullback Norm Bulaich caught 
42 passes and gained 436 yards after 
taking hand-offs. 

Indeed, it was a dandy offense. It 
scored 310 points. It gave a start to such 
outstanding young linemen as tackle 
Jerry Sisemore and center Guy Morriss, 
who made better players out of veterans 
Steve Smith (the other tackle), and 
guards Wade Key and Mark Nordquist. 

It was a super offense, but then (a lit- 
tle dirge-type music here) there was the 
defense. 
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The defense surrendered 393 points. 
Would you believe that only the Houston 


Oilers surrendered more in the entire*® 


National Football League? Believe it. It 
happens to be true. , 

But from the ashes of even such a di- 
saster rises hope. 
and other assorted youngsters playing 
regularly, They paid their dues. Now, 
with the addition of a star veteran, 
they're ready to extract. same from 
other teams. 

The front line should have Richard 
Harris, Jerry Patton or Bill Dunstan, 
Gary Pettigrew and Will Wynn. Dun- 
stan and Wynn were rookies; Patton, a 
good one, was acquiyed in the off-season 
from the Buffalo Bills; Harris and Petti- 
grew, veterans both, weren't accustomed 
to such help. They'll count on it now, 
and thrive. Not much depth here, 
though, with just three rookies—Jim 
Cagle, Mitch Sutton and Willie 
Cullars—listed as subs. 

The linebacking is another problem; 
indeed, the single greatest problem 
McCormack must deal with all season. 
His middle linebacking is stabilized with 
the addition of Bill Bergey, who starred 
for Paul Brown in Cincinnati before 
losing favor after indicating a 
preference for the WFL. Journeyman 
Dean Halverson is the weak-side line- 
backer with veteran Steve Zabel, a bit 
disappointing but still filled with po- 
tential, set to go on the strong-side. 


There were rookies 


» Prediction: 


* Second 


The secondary? Ah, potentially an- 
other strong area. 

The cornerbacks will be Joe Lavender 
and Al Nelson. Lavender was a rookie 
last year, Nelson is a veteran of nine 
years. The youngster has. promise. 

All-Pro Bill Bradley will be a free safe- 
ty, of course, while another of 1978's 
supér rookies, Randy Logan, is the strong 
safety. They form a nice package, and 
opposition passers will soon discover an 
almost-impenetrable shield out there 
if the linebackers cooperate. 

Of course, the offense can go all to pot 
if Gabriel, now 34 and setting out on his 
13th season, gets injured or otherwise 
idled. He has a history of chronic elbow, 
shoulder and arm problems. In 1972 
he was just a shell, which prompted 
the Rams to trade him in the first place. 
John Reaves is next-in-line, but why were 
the Eagles trying a to trade him all 
winter? And why would they trade for 
Mike Boryla, the rookie from Stanford, 
who was drafted fourth by Cincinnati? 

And can Carmichael, Young and the 
backs continue to catch as many passes as 
they did last year? Surely someone will 
discover that the Eagles live by the pass, 
and that to shut it off will place serious 
burdens on Sullivan and Bulaich (if the 
latter stays healthy). 

If the Eagles are truly an emerging 
team, they'll find a way to shore up the 
defense while keeping the offense func- 
tioning at its established, volatile level. 
But are they truly coming on? Was last 
year simply a freak? 

McCormack thinks not. “Gabriel is 
young as far as quarterbacks are con- 
cerned these days,” he says, “and the 
main thing to remember about the rest of 
the guys is that if they did something 
tight once, they can do it again and 
again. We proved to ourselves last season 
that we could win, move the ball and 
score points. We know that now. This 
year, we have to prove we can play tough 
defense. If we do, we'll win.” 

If they do, they can finish second in 
the division. And wouldn't that be an 
astounding development? 


ia 


23 St. Louis 


23 New York Giants 23 
7 Washington 28 


1973 RECORD (5-8-1) 


34 24 New England 23 
27 Atlanta 44 
10 Dallas 31 


26 Buffalo 27 20 New York Giants 16 
27 St. Louis 24 28 SanFrancisco 38 
21 Minnesota 28 24 NewYork Jets 23 
30 Dallas 16 20 Washington 38 
SYMBOLS t—Conference leader 

tt—Tied for conference lead 

PASSING 

Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct 
Gabriel 460t 270t 3219+ 80 23tt 12 58.7 
Reaves 19 5 17." 9°60 1 26.3 


OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 

QUARTERBACKS 
Gabriel, Roman 6-4 220 34 13 North Carolina St. 
Reaves, John 6-3 210 24 3 Florida 
Boryla, Mike 6-3 200 23 1 Stanford 

RUNNING BACKS 
Sullivan, Tom 6-0 190 24 3 Miami (Fla.) 
Bulaich, Norm 6-1 218 27 5 TCU 
Bouggess, Lee 6-2. 210 26 4 Louisville 
James, Ron 6-1 202 25 3 New Mexico State 
Bailey, Tom 6-2 211 25 4 Florida State 
Oliver, Greg 6-0 192 25 2 Trinity (Tex.) 

RECEIVERS 
Carmichael, Harold(W) 6-8 225 24 4 Southern 
Zimmerman,Don(W) 6-3 195 24 2 N.E. Louisiana 
Young, Charles (T) 6-4 238 23 2 Southern California 
Hawkins, Ben (W) 6-1 180 30 9 Arizona State 
Picard, Bob (W) 6-1 195 24 2 Eastern Washington 
Chesson, Wes (W) 6-2 189 25 4 Duke 
Kramer, Kent (T) 6-4 235 .30 8 Minnesota 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 

INTERIOR LINEMEN. 
Sisemore, Jerry (T) 6-4 260 23 2 Texas 
Smith, Steve (T) 6-5 250 30 8 Michigan 
Key, Wade (G) 6-5 245 27 5 S.W.Texas State 
Nordquist, Mark (G) 6-4 246 28 7 Pacific 
Morriss, Guy (C) 6-4 255 23 2 TCU 
Kirksey, Roy (G) 6-1 255 26 4 Md.-Eastern Shore 
Winfield, Vern (G) 6- 248 25 3 Minnesota 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKERS 
Dempsey, Tom (Pk) 6-1 255 27 6 Palomar J.C. 
McNeil, Tom (P) 6-1 195 30 8 S.F. Austin 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 


FRONT LINEMEN 


Dempsey 
Carmichael 
Young 
Sullivan 
Bulaich 


Sullivan 
Bulaich 
James 
Bailey 


Carmichael 


Zimmerman 22 


Harris, Richard (E) 6-5 265 26 4 Grambling 
Wynn, Will (E) 6-4 245 25 2 Tennessee State 
Patton, Jerry (T) 6-3. 265 28 4 Nebraska 
Pettigrew, Gary (T) 6-5 255 29 9 Stanford 
Dunstan, Bill (T) 6-4 250 25 2 Utah State 
Cagle, Jim (E) 6-5 247 22 .1 Georgia 
Sutton, Mitch (T) 6-4 255 23 1 Kansas 
Cullars, Willie (E) 6-5 250 23 #1 Kansas State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Zabel, Steve (O) 6-4 234 26 5 Oklahoma 
Halverson, Dean (OQ) 6-2 230 28 6 Washington 
Bergey, Bill (M) 6-2 243 29 6 Arkansas State 
LeMaster, Frank (M) 6-2 224 22 1 Kentucky 
Bunting, Bill (O) 6-1 220 24° 3 North Carolina 
Sodaski, John (O) 6-2 222 26 4 Villanova 
Woods, Robert (M) 6-3 245 23 1 Howard Payne 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Nelson, Al 5-11 186 30 10 Cincinnati 
Lavender, Joe 6-4 190 25 2 San Diego State 
Outlaw, John 5-10 180 29 6 Jackson State 
Coleman, Al 6-0 183 29 7 Tennessee State 
SAFETIES 
Logan, Randy (S) 6-1 195 23 2 Michigan 
Bradley, Bill (W) 5-11 190 27 6 Texas 
Alexander, Kermit(S) 5-11 187 33 12 UCLA 
Parker, Artimus (W) 6-3 Oe we is 


(S)—Strong-side 


215 
(W)—Weak-side 


Southern California at best. Alexander is in danger of being cut. PERF. QT.: 2. 
or “Free” Safety. 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 34 24 106 Logan 5 98) 10" 300 SG 
9 0 0 54 Bradley 4 2. FO s 8 8 
7 0 0 42 Outlaw 2 48 1 45 24.0 
5 10) 0 30 Zabel 2 13 «20 ft 165 
a 0 0 24 
RUSHING PUNTING 
L Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
FI Ee! Wichtoll 46 1881 66 40.9 
106 436 1 20 vi 
178 #1 . 
st oe 0 os ce PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Bradley 8 106 0 43 13.3 
Recs Yds TDsLgst Avg Alexander 5 1 OL ES 2ek0: 
67t 11169 73 16.7 
pet ae 80 fee KICKOFF RETURNS 
50 322 1 29 64 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
42 403 3 80 96 James 16 413 0 386 25.8 
220 3 30 10.0 Sullivan 12 280 0 32 23.3 


* Performance Quotlents 


Gabriel was prolific, productive and protessional—all qualities lacking 
in previous Philly quarterbacks. Reaves has been on the trading 
block because of Boryla, acquired from the Bengals. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Sullivan gained almost 1,000 yards; he has quickness and surprising 
power. Bulaich and Bouggess combine to make one fullback, since 
both have a history of injury. James is quick, agile, not overly 
strong but dangerous. Bailey has good size and could push for the 
fullback spot. Oliver was a rookie who displayed promise. Sullivan 
and Bulaich are exceptional receivers. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Carmichael blossomed in one season into the NFL's catch-leader 
with 67. He's too big to cover man-to-man and has deceptive speed. 
Zimmerman will contest Hawkins and Chesson for the other wide spot 
and probably win. Young was Rookie of the Year, caught 55 passes 
and blocked like a truck. Picard and Kramer are, at best, backup 
material. Carmichael, Sullivan and Young were in the NFC’s top five 
receivers; Bulaich was ninth. PERF. QT.: 1. 


Sisemore and Morriss were rookies who earned starting jobs alon 

with significant plaudits trom the opposition. Sisemore blocked well 5 
took on veteran ends and turned them around. Key and Nordquist 
continued to show improvement. Smith is the most vulnerable at 
this point. But there isn't much depth, Kirksey, a former Jet, is 
aah ne s make the NFL grade. Winfield is in the same boat. 


Dempsey has fantastic range; he may be one of the few unaffected 
by the new rules. McNeill is a satisfactory punter. PERF. QT.: 2. 


This unit came along nicely after the infusion of rookies Wynn and 
Dunstan. Both have good size and played surprisingly well, Harris 
will be moved from tackle to end and should enjoy the change. 
Pettigrew is an old hand; he may be the strongest penetrator of 
the group. Pation, from Buffalo, will be a helpful addition. Cagle is 
a highly regarded rookie, as is Sutton. The Eagles went heavily for 
defense in the draft and also came up with Cullars. All three have a 
good chance to stick. PERF# QT.: 3. 


The acquisition of Bergey puts the middle in fine hands. But Zabel, 
with size and some experience, on the strong-side and journeyman 
Halverson are not in the top rung of NFL linebackers. Bergey's 
presence will help them—in fact, it can be expected to help the 
entire defense—but that’s not an ultimate answer. Bunting and 
Sodaski have showed promise, but not consistency. Rookies 
LeMaster and Woods are question marks. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Nelson, the old pro, and Lavender, a rookie, could have done worse. 
But Coleman and Outlaw should be cheered at their prospects of 
unseating one or both. Lavender has real promise. The others are 
about average. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Things are better here, because of Bradley's All-Pro stature and 


Logan's surprising rookie performance. There's good speed and 
range in these two, so Alexander and the rookie Parker are reserves 
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DALLAS COWBOYS 


I is the psyche of the Dallas Cowboys, 
rather than any specific deficiencies, that 
persuades one to figure them for a less- 
than-joyous season in 1974. 

They are tight, rigidly controlled by 
Coach Tom Landry, disciplined and 
categorized’ and exhorted to perform far 
more like skilled automatons than free- 
wheeling young (and some not so young) 
men, 

A handful of the Cowboys signed up 
with WEL teams this spring, and that 
caused far more public comment and 
private fury among the team’s ad- 
ministrators than was produced by any of 
the other clubs affected by the new 
league—including the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals who went to court over Bill Bérgey’s 
contract with the new organization, 

But more basically, Dallas has some 
question-mark areas and some lack of 
depth. 

Quarterback, for instance, will be fine 
just so long as nothing happens to the 
starter, Roger Staubach. Behind him is 
Craig Morton, a WFL signee and long a 
recalcitrant part of the Dallas Method. 
Landry has already stated Morton's 
prospects: “He'll have no chance to win 
the starting job.” Staubach had better 
stay just as sweet as he is, the same fellow 
who led the league in passing last year. 

While on the offense, what of the 
runners? Calvin Hill, the best, defected, 
He'll be back this season, of course, and 
naturally he'll play, Or will he? Can Lan- 
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Strong-side safety Cornell Green closes in for the tackle. 


dry spite himself out of a 1,142-yard 
gainer? Behind Hill is Robert Newhouse, 
promising but not yet satisfactory. Walt 
Garrison is the fullback, a trifle short on 
size but terribly long on determination 
and courage. Behind him are sub Les 
Strayhorn and one of the two first-round 
picks, Charles Young, a strapping runner 
from North Carolina State. He could well 
find himself playing a lot. 

Otto Stowe, injured after seven games 
last year, will be one of the starting wide 
receivers. Bob Hayes, Drew Pearson or 
Golden Richards will be the other, with 
Billy Joe DuPree and Jean Fugett alter- 
nating at tight end and carrying in the 
plays Coach Landry calls on the sideline. 

The interior line is fine. John Niland 
and Blaine Nye are the guards, Rayfield 
Wright and Ralph Neely the tackles, 
John Fitzgerald the center. Such as 
Bruce Walton, Rodney Wallace and Jim 
Ameson back them up. The only com- 
petition for a starting job comes between 
Wallace and Neely. 

Defensively, things seem quite solid; 
but, again, a few questions must be at 
least spoken aloud. 

There is an overabundance of defen- 
sive line help (possible trading material?) 
and the fight for jobs should be just love- 
ly. At the outset, there are no changes 
planned, which means the ends will be 
Larry Cole and Pat Toomay, the tackles 
Bob Lilly and Jethro Pugh. 

But consider the presence of Ed “Too 


NFC 
East 


Prediction: 
Third 


Tall” Jones, the 6-8, 260-pound defen- 
sive end who was the NFL's first draft 
choice. He went to Dallas, thanks to a 
year-old trade between the Cowboys and 
Houston. , 

If Too Tall is too good to sit, someone 
will have to be moved either to tackle or 
to the bench, Of the ends, Cole is best 
equipped for duty inside, and if Lilly, 
now a 35-year-old, 13-year veteran 
troubled by back and leg injuries, can’t 
make it all the way back, he'll be 
removed. 

That would set up a Jones-Toomay 
end pair, with Pugh and Cole inside. Bill 
‘Gregory, who filled in for Lilly last year, 
has the tools to be a regular, but perhaps 
not in Dallas, and second-year man Har- 
vey Martin could challenge for a,spot, 
also, 

Linebackers? Lee Roy Jordan is in the 
middle. That's all! But D. D. Lewis is on 
one side and Dave Edwards on the other. 
Lewis is a bit small (6-1, 225) and 
Edwards is, after all, 34 years old, That 
may force the move of Rodrigo Barnes 
from the middle behind Jordan into a 
hassle for one of the outside jobs, He's a 
stunning hitter and could play, John 
Babinecz is another with a chance, as is 
Mike Keller. 

In the secondary, only Charley Waters 
on one corner is a question mark, Safeties 
are Cliff Harris and Cornell Green, with 
Mel Renfro on the other corner. Benny 
Barnes will provide competition at the 
safeties with Mark Washington (and 
Barnes?) trying to take Waters’ job away. 
Waters can also be used as a safety, and 
that, in fact, may well be what ulti- 
mately happens. 

The kicking game is sound, with little 
Toni Fritsch booting the field goals and 
Marv Bateman doing the punting. 
Bateman had some distance problems 
last year; this year it won't matter, ‘so 
long as he’s accurate. 

And the Cowboys, brimming with 
talent, head into 1974 equally brimming 
with ... what? Some age, some dissen- 
sion, some insecurity, 

It could lead to some kind of a slump. 


1973 RECORD (11-5) 


20 Chicago 17 
40 New Orleans 3 
45 St. Louis 10 

7 Washington 14 
31 Los Angeles 37 


45 New York Giants 28 
16 Philadelphia 30 
38 Cincinnati 10 
23 New York Giants 10 


SYMBOLS 


+—Conference leader 


tt —Tied for conference lead 


PASSING 


tStaubach 
Morton 


286 
32 


179 
13 


31 Philadelphia 10 
7 Miami 14 “Fritsch 
22 Denver 10 Garrison 
27 Washington 7 Hill 
30 St. Louis 3 Stowe 
(Playoff) DuPree 
27 Los Angeles 16 
(NFC Championship) 
10 Minnesota 27 
Hill 
Garrison 
Newhouse 
Staubach 
Hill 
DuPree 
Garrison 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Stowe 
2428 53 23tt 15 62.6t Pearson 
174 53 3 1 40.6 Hayes 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDsLgst Avg 
O “ASS we (97 Jordan 6 18> 1 23 Te 14.0 
8 0 Oo 48 Waters 5 112 0 44 22.4 
6 0 0 36 Renfro 2 65, 1) 735) 32.5 
6 (0) Di (36 Harris 2 9 0 5 4.5 
5 0 0 630 
PUNTING 
RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Atts Yds TDsLgst Avg Bateman 55 2290 62 41.6 
273tT1142 6 21 4.2 
105 440 6 33 4.2 
Ae: (DEER aes PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Richards 21 139 0 46 66 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
32 290 0 29 91 
29 392 5 40 13.5 KICKOFF RETURNS 
26 273 2 53 10.5 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
23 389 6 45 16.9 Pearson 7 155 O 26 22,41 
22 388 2 40 17.6 Montgomery 6 175 0 63 29.2 
22 360 3 47 16.4 Harris 6 148 0 33 24.7 


sss 


OF 
Ht 
QUARTERBACKS 
Staubach, Roger 6-3 
*Morton, Craig 6-4 
Concannon, Jack 6-3 
RUNNING BACKS 
*Hill, Calvin 6-4 
Garrison, Walt 6-0 
Newhouse, Robert 5-10 
Young, Charles 6-2 
Strayhorn, Les 5-10 
Robinson, Larry 6-4 
RECEIVERS 
*Stowe, Otto (W) 6-2 
Hayes, Bob (W) 5-11 
DuPree, Billy Joe (T) 6-4 
Pearson, Drew (W) 6-0 
Richards, Golden(W) 6-0 
Fugett, Jean (T) 6-3 


(W)—Wide Receiver 


INTERIOR LINEMEN 


"Wright, Rayfield (T) 
Neely, Ralph (T) 
Niland, John (G) 
Nye, Blaine (G) 
Fitzgerald, John (C) 
Wallace, Rodney (T) 
Arneson, Jim (C-G) 
Walton, Bruce (G-C) 
Manders, Dave (C) 
(T)—Tackle (G)—G 

KICKERS 
Fritsch, Tony (Pk) 
Bateman, Marv (P) 


Toomay, Pat (E) 
Cole, Larry (E) 
Lily, Bob (T) 
Pugh, Jethro (T) 
Gregory, Bill (T) 
Jones, Ed (E) 
Martin, Harvey (E) 
(E)—End 
LINEBACKERS 
* Lewis, D.D. (O) 
Edwards, Dave (O) 
Jordan, Lee Roy (M) 
Barnes, Rodrigo (O-M) 
Babinecz, John (OQ) 
Keller, Mike (O) 
Peterson, Cal (O) 
Hutcherson, Ken (M) 
(O)—Outside Linebacke 
CORNERBACKS 
Renfro, Mel 
Waters, Charlie 
Washington, Mark 
Andrade, ney 
SAFETIES 
Green, Cornell (S) 
Harris, Cliff (W) 
Barnes, Benny (W-S) 
(S)—Strong-side 
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6- 
6- 
6 
6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
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FENSE 
Wt Age Exp College 
197 32 6 Navy 
214 31 10 California 
200 30 9 Boston College 
227 27 +6 Yale 
205 30 9 Oklahoma State 
202 24 3 Houston 
205 22 1 North Carolina St. 
205 23 2 EastCarolina 
210 23 2 Tennessee 
188 25 4 ilowa State 
185 31 10 FloridaA&M 
225 24 2 Michigan State 
175 23 2 Tulsa 
172 23 2 Hawaii 
220 22 3 Amherst 
(T)—Tight Ena 
255 29 8 Fort Valley St. 
265 30 10 Oklahoma 
245 30 9 Iowa 
251 28 7 Stanford 
250 26 4 Boston College 
255 25 4 New Mexico 
236 23 2 Arizona 
251)" 28-2) (UCEA 
250 33 10 Michigan State 
(C)—Center 
185 29 4 None 
213 24 #3 Utah 
FENSE 
247 26 5 Vanderbilt 
250 28 7 Hawaii 
260 35 14 TCU 
260 30 10 Elizabeth City (N.C.) 
255 24 4 Wisconsin 
260 23 1 Tennessee State 
262 23 2 East Texas State 
225 28 6 Mississippi State 
225 34 12 Auburn 
221 33 12 Alabama 
215 24 2 Rice 
222 24 3 Villanova 
221 22 2 Michigan 
220 22 1 #UCLA 
218 23 1 Livingston (Ala.) 
(M)—Middle Linebacker 
190 32 11 Oregon 
193 25 5 Clemson 
188 26 5 Morgan State 
193 23 1 Northern Michigan 
208 34 13 Utah State 
184 25 5 Quachita 


6-3 
6-0 
6-1 


190 Stanford 


- 3 
(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


Everything is fine with Staubach healthy. He led the NFL in passing 
points and is a quality performer. WFL-defector Morton is erratic. 
Concannon has been inactive since ’71. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Hill, the team’s best runner, has signed with the WFL for '75 and 
that set off tremors of disenchantment. But he’s too good not to 
play—big, strong and fast. Garrison is the tough guy who takes 
it up the middle. Newhouse has potential but isn’t ready for star- 
dom. Strayhorn and Robinson are not stars, either. Young, a first 
round draft pick,, might tight for a starting job. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Stowe, headed for All-Pro honors until getting hurt, had 23 catches 
for 389 yards and six TDs in half a season. Hayes still has fright- 
ening speed. DuPree as a rookie alternated with Fugett, and they're 
both excellent. Pearson and Richards—both rookies last year—want 
Starting jobs and one may have his way if a veteran slips. Pearson 
Started late last season and has a slight lead. PERF. QT.: 2. 


There are more than a few All-Pros here. Niland Is one, a veteran 
guard with all the credentials. Wright is another, along with Min- 
nesota's Ron Yary the best tackles in the league. Nye is close to 
All-Pro, always dependable, and Neely has been to the Pro Bowl. 
Fitzgerald won the center job from Manders and has a strong tuture. 
Wallace is the best of the rest and could unseat Neely, Arneson 
and Walton are still being groomed. Despite the familiarity of these 
names, this is a young unit; Niland and Neely are the senior starters 
at 30. The subs are good and young. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Fritsch finally had the job to himself and did well enough. Bateman 
is an adequate punter. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This may be the best unit in the conference. Lilly, recovered from 
a back injury, wants to play again, and if he plays at all he'll start. 
Toomay became an outstanding end and if still young. Cole, strong 
and mobile, may move inside to tackle if rookie Jones plays up to 
his notices. Pugh is close to All-Pro. Gregory filled in tor Lilly and 
did a commendable job. Martin, a rookie last year, has determination 
and excellent quickness. PERF. QT.: 1. 


With Jordan in the middle, things are fine. But with Lewis and Ed- 
wards on the flanks, things could be better. Barnes can help make 
them better, and he could be moved from the middle where he is 
Jordan’s sub to win a job, probably that held by Lewis. He's a super 
hitter with cat-quickness. Babinecz is another who can win a job 
or at least be a top reserve. Keller will have to come back from 
an injury and fight off highly regarded rookie Peterson. Hutcherson 
has a chance. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Rentro is older and almost as good, if not as quick, as ever. Waters 
is the weak link here. Washington or Benny Barnes, however, can 
take his job with a good summer. Fourth-rounder Andrade may 
get a trial at running back, also. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Green was an All-Pro after years of injustice. Harris may yet be- 
come one of the NFC’s top free safeties. Barnes is the sub for 
both but doesn't seem able to sit one of them down. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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_ NEW YORK GIANTS 


oe 


Dire last time Bill Arnsparger walked 
off a football field, it was as the winning 
“assistant head coach” in the Super 
Bowl. As chief aide to Miami's Don 
Shula, Arnsparger, the defensive coor- 
dinator, shared equally with his boss in 
the glory and satisfaction of victory. 

The next time he walks onto a field, it 
will be as head coach of the New York 
Giants, a team that was 2-11-1 last year 
... a team that had more problems than 
Spiro the novelist ... a team that un- 
derwent an agony of change and 
housecleaning. 

What does the season hold for Arns- 
parger? 

First of all, a flock of disenchanted 
Giants has already flown the coop. Car- 
ter Campbell, Randy Johnson, Vin 

- Clements and John Douglas have all 
signed with the WFL. But all will be 
around this season, or at least as many 
of them as Arnsparger chooses. 

Others are unhappy, including Ron 
Hornsby and Jim Files, but want a 
chance to see the new regime in opera- 
tion. 

So Arnsparger has that added burden 
as he attempts to make his first head 
coaching job a successful one. 

The offense is directly affected by the 
WEL, since Johnson might well emerge 
as the starting quarterback and Clements 
could be the top fullback. But there is 
Ron Johnson, a superstar runner, at half- 
back, along with a trio of receivers as 
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Carter Campbell, 79, and Jack Gregory wrap up a Packer. 


good as any—tight end Bob Tucker, 
wide men Bob Grim and Don Herr- 
mann, 

If Randy doesn't get the job, old Norm 
Snead will. And if Clements is 
benched, Charlie Evans will play. But 
there are other runners with a chance 
—such as heralded rookie Leon Mce- 
Quay, fleet Rocky Thompson and 
promising Clifton Davis. 

McQuay may be the answer to the 
fullback problem, not that he can play as 
a fullback but because his presence, with 
Ron Johnson, might allow Arnsparger to 
“do away with. the fullback-type posi- 
tion entirely. Leon is a two-year Cana- 
dian League sensation, who left college 
(Tampa) after his sophomore year and 
now owns a three-year Giant contract. 

The offensive line should have a new 
look—a much younger look. No. 1 draft 
pick John Hicks, the All-America from 
Ohio State, will be handed a job at 
guard. It will be his. He's a starter. Dick 
Enderle will most likely be the other 
guard, with Doug Van Horn (a converted 
guard) and John Hill or Willie Young at 
the tackles. Greg Larson’s tenure as the 
center ended with his retirement after 13 
years and Bob Hyland inherits his job. 

No. 2 draft Tom Mullen, another 
guard, could fight for work, along with 
Mark Ellison. 

Arnsparger may be overloaded with 
people who move the ball, but he cer- 
tainly isn't in the same boat with people 
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who are supposed to stop it from being 
moved by other teams. 

The defense is spotty—strong in spots, 
tissue-thin in others, unsettled in still 
others. 

Up front, for instance, the starters 
figure to be Jack Gregory (an All-Pro two 
years ago) and Campbell at the ends, 
while John Mendenhall (a certain All-Pro 
one day soon) and Larry Jacobson at the 
tackles. That leaves such as Henry Reed, 
Dan Goich, Rich Glover, Roy Hilton and 
some rookies to get in line as the top 
reserves, Reed, a starter once upon a 
time, might be thought of as a line- 
backer now. or as the “53 man” in 
Arnsparger's defense that was so 
dramatically successful in Miami. 

The linebackers are going to have to 
earn jobs, but at the moment the align- 
ment is as it was in 1972, not as it was last 
year. Jim Files has been moved back to 
the strong-side, Ron Hornsby reinstated 
in the middle and Pat Hughes stays at 
the weak-side. Files can be a superb 
linebacker if he doesn’t make good on 
his threat to retire from football. 
Hornsby needs only the chance to hold 
the job, since he hits with fury and isn’t 
bad on pass coverage. Hughes, constant- 
ly the team’s highest-graded linebacker, 
remains anonymous. 

In reserve will be Brian Kelley, 
Douglas, Brad Van Pelt and maybe 
rookie Rick Dvorak, another end-line- 
backer swing man, like Reed. 

The secondary has some woes, but not 
as many as people think. Pete Athas, 
whose best position is free safety, is the 
left cornerback. That’s because Spider 
Lockhart is entrenched—or was—at free 
safety. Willie Williams is on the right 
corner and Chuck Crist inherits Rich- 
mond Flowers’ job at: strong safety. 

Eldridge Small, also a wide receiver 
possibility, is a cornerback reserve, and if 
Athas goes to Lockhart’s spot, Eldridge 
gets a job. 

Tom Blanchard capably handles the 
punting, and Pete Gogolak, the original 
side-wheeling Hungarian, will do the 
placekicking again. 


1973 RECORD (2-11-1) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
34 Houston , 14 0 Oakland 42 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
23 Philadelphia + 23 10 Dallas 23 Gogolak 0 25 tty «75 Athas 5 52 0 26 10.4 
10 Cleveland 12 24 St. Louis 13 RonJohnson 9 0 0 54 Williams 4 82 0 35 20.5 
14 Green Bay 16 16 Philadelphia 20 Tucker 5 0 oe Kf! Hughes Se ld OF TT) as 
3 Washington 21 24 Washington 27 Clements 2 0 0 12 Crist 2 Gi 10 6 3.0 
28 Dallas 45 6 Los Angeles 40 Grim 2 0 View ‘ue Lockhart 2 34 0, 62% .4,5 
27 St. Louis 35 7 Minnesota 31. Herrmann 2 0 0 12 
“Roland 2 0 0 12 ; 
PUNTING 
RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
SYMBOLS *—Retired Atts Yds TDslgst Avg Blanchard 56 2347 62 41.9 
**—Traded Ron Johnson 260 902 6 29 3.5 
Clements Sv W214 ot) AT) BS 
*Roland 53 142 1 10 27 
**Orduna 36 104 1 25 29 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Athas 20 153° 0) -28° «7:7. 
Recs Yds " Lgst Avg 
Tucker 50 681 33 13.6 
PASSING Herrmann 43 520 2 46 12.1 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs ints Pct Grim 37 593 2 48 16.0 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Snead 235 131 1483 46 7 22 55.7 RonJohnson 32 377 3 45 11.8 Houston 15 375 QO 51 25.0 
Ra.Johnson 177 99 1279 48 7 8 55.9 *Roland 22 1909 1 30 86 *Love 18 396 0 39 22.0 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Snead, Norm 6-4 215 35 14 Wake Forest 
“Johnson, Randy 6-3 205 30 9 Texas A&l 
Hart, Leo 6-4 215 26 4 Duke 
Summerell, Carl 6-3 208 23 1 EastCarolina 
RUNNING BACKS 
Johnson, Ron 6-1 205 26 6 Michigan 
Evans, Charlie 6-1 220 26 4 Southern California 
McQuay, Leon 5-10 210 24 1 Tampa 
“Clements, Vin 6-3 215 25 3 Connecticut 
Thompson, Rocky 5-11 200 26 4 West Texas State 
Davis, Clifton 6-2 210 23 1 Alcorn A&M 
RECEIVERS 
Grim, Bob (W) 6-0 200 29 8 Oregon State 
Herrmann, Don (W) 6-2 205 27 6 Waynesburg 
Tucker, Bob (T) 6-3 230 28 5 Bloomsburg State 
Houston, Rich (W) 6-2 195 28 6 East Texas State 
Gatewood, Tom(W-T) 6-3 215 23 3 NotreDame 
Clune, Don (W) 6-3. 195 22 1 Pennsylvania 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 


Van Horn, Doug(T) 6-3 245 30 8 OhioState 
Young, Willie (T) 6-0 265 31 9 Grambing 
Enderle, Dick (G) 6-2 250 27 6 Minnesota 
Hicks, John (G) 6-2 258 22 1 OhioState 
Hyland, Bob (C) 6-5 255 29 8 Boston College 
Ellison, Mark (G) 6-2 250 25 3 Dayton 
Hill, John (T-C) 6-2 245 24 3 Lehigh 
Mullen, Tom (G) 6-3 245 23 1 S.W. Missouri St. 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Gogolak, Pete (Pk) 6-1 190 32 11 Cornell 
Blanchard, Tom(P) 6-0 190 25 4 Oregon 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Gregory, Jack (E) 6-5 250 29 8 ODeltaState 
“Campbell, Carter(E) 6-4 248 27 5 Weber State 
Mendenhall, John(T) 6-1 255 25 3 Grambling 
Jacobson, Larry(T) 6-6 260 24 3 Nebraska 
Reed, Henry (E) 6-3 230 25 4 Weber State 
Hilton, Roy (E) 6-6 240 30 10 Jackson State 
Goich, Dan (T) 6-4 240 29 6 California 
Glover, Rich (T) 6-1 240 23 2 Nebraska 
Tipton, Dave (E) 6-6 245 25 4 Stanford 
Dvorak, Rick (E) 6-4 235 22 1 Wichita State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS : 
Hughes, Pat (O) 6-2 235 26 5 Boston University 
Files, Jim (O-M) 6-4 240 26 5 Oklahoma 
Hornsby, Ron (M) 6-3 232 24 4 S.E. Louisiana 
Kelley, Brian (O) 6-3 222 23 2 CalLutheran 
Van Pelt, Brad (O) 6-5 235 23 2 Michigan State 
*Douglas, John (QO) 6-2 228 29 5 Missouri 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Athas, Pete 5-11 185 26 4 Tennessee 
Williams, Willie 6-0 190 31 10 Grambling 
Small, Eldridge 6-1 190 24 3 Texas A&l 
SAFETIES 
Crist, Chuck (S) 6-2 205 23 3 PennState 
Lockhart, Spider(W) 6-2 175 31 10 North Texas State 
Powers, Clyde (S) 6-1 195 23 1 Oklahoma 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


*“—WEL 1975 


Performance Quotlents 


Snead might be the starter through attrition—Johnson’s announced 
jump to the WFL in '75. On ability alone, they're close, but Randy 
could have won the job and still may, though now it's tougher. 
Hart and Summerell are strictly long-shots. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Johnson, one of the NFL's best, is almost sure to gain 1,000 yards 
if he stays healthy. Evans might be the fullback for the same reason 
Snead may win the quarterback job—Clements has defected. 
McQuay is an intriguing rookie (with two years in Canada) who will 
get plenty of playing time. Thompson has speed but is erratic. Davis, 
hurt as a rookie, could make it big. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This is a strong position for the team, with Grim, Herrmann and 
Houston fighting for two wide receiver jobs and Tucker a bonatide 
All-Pro at tight end. Tucker has led the team in total receptions 
three years straight. Gatewood can fill in at all positions, while 
Clune is a solid-looking rookie with size and speed. If the regulars 
stay healthy, the subs won't play much. PERF. QT.: 2. 


This unit has strength in numbers, but it is largely unsettled. Hicks, 
the No. 7 choice, is an instant starter. Enderle is consistent if 
unspectacular. Van Horn moved from guard to tackle last season 
and did well, but he’s not a plus. Young might not be a starter 
again, falling to a strong charge by Hill. Hyland finally outlasted 
Greg Larson and takes over the center position. Mullen (No. 2 
pick) might surprise Enderle. There is potential in Ellison, and he 
could join the guard battle. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Gogolak is sometimes erratic, generally acceptable. Blanchard had 
some blocked last year, but kicks well, PERF. QT.: 3. 


There's strength here. Gregory and Campbell have been outstanding, 
though not in the same seasons. Both are young enough to bloom, 
but Campbell has signed on with the WFL for '75. Mendenhall can 
be an All-Pro tackle, Jacobson has size and showed advancement 
last year. Reed can play end or linebacker. Goich is consistent, 
though not particularly outstanding. Hilton, from Baltimore, may 
have enough left to challenge for a starting spot. Glover seems 
miscast because of his size. Tipton has been a disappointment; he’s 
now getting what should be a final chance to earn his keep. Dvorak 
will be tried at end and linebacker. PERF. QT.; 2. 


Questions arise here because of shifting. Hornsby benched it last 
year, but is listed as a starter in the middle again. Files is back 
on the strong-side and may not be happy. Hughes graded out as 
the unit's top performer; he might become something with ex- 
perience now working for him. Kelley looked good as a rookie, Van 
Pelt didn’t. In both cases, the results were surprising. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Athas is loose and reckless, but effective. Williams is both the vet- 
eran and the question mark; he may be slowing down. Small is a 
backup now, but could be a wide receiver, too. PERF# QT.: 3. 


Lockhart, in his 10th year, must do better than in '73 or Athas will 


get a long-awaited shot. Crist seems capable of doing a job. Rookie 
Powers is a top prospect. PERF. QT.: 3. CC) 
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Si I. LOUIS CARDINALS 


a 


Donny Aidateon high- Ses eenust the Dallas defense. 


The St. Louis Cards got a break last 
year. For a change, the Giants were 
worse, As a result, Don Coryell didn’t 
finish last in his first NFL coaching 
season, edging out the hapless Giants for 
fourth, instead. 

Sadly, all good things must end. St. 
Louis will be back at home in last place 
in the National Conference's Eastern 
Division in 1974, 

It's not really a question of no talent. 
There is talent here. It's more a case of 
the other teams being better. Washing- 
ton and Dallas are far ahead. 
Philadelphia could be, with its improved 
defense. And the Giants, an enigma to 
many, are feared by other players, if not 
their fans. 

So where does that leave the Cards? 
Fifth, baby, fifth. 

There are, however, a few critical areas 
which, if they improve, can cause the 
Cards to scare a lot of folks. 

For instance, Coryell traded for a new 
running back duo, though at the moment 
it is a second-string tandem of fullback 
Ken Willard (from San Francisco) and 
halfback Cliff McClain (from the Jets). 
His starters are Donny Anderson and 
Terry Metcalf, the latter a super rookie 
last year, the former one-time Golden 
Palomino who didn't do much galloping 
in Green Bay, which had paid him $600,- 
000 to become a professional. 

Jim Hart is the quarterback, a much- 
improved one as he turns 30. Hart 
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responded to Coryell’s “‘let’s pass them 
crazy theories. Another new face is 
Dennis Shaw, who played for Coryell 
when both were at San Diego State, and 
who lost his job, subsequently, with the 
Buffalo Bills. 

Gary Keithley, No. 2 quarterback last 
year, is No. 3 now,but will be kept be- 
cause he’s young, a strong thrower and 
a punter. 

Wide receivers are Walker Gillette and 
Mel Gray, the former not really ade- 
quate, the latter a speed-burner with 
game-breaking tendencies. Ask the 
Giants. He's made a career of embar- 
rassing them 

Gary Hammond is the wide receiving 
reserve with the most experience, since 
Ahmad Rashad (you knew him as Bobby 
Moore) was dispatched to the Bills for 
Shaw. 

Jackie Smith is the tight end, though 
the veteran will feel the hot breath of No. 
1 draft pick J. V. Cain, who should make 
veteran reserve Jim McFarland ex- 
pendable. 

The offensive line could be better. 
Wayne Mulligan should beat out Tom 
Brahaney for the center job. Dan Dier- 
dorf and old Ernie McMillan are the 
tackles, though rookie Greg Kindle, the 
second draft choice, may push hard be- 
hind McMillan, a 36-year-old, 13-year 
veteran. Conrad Dobler and Tom Banks 
are the guards, with Roger Finnie supp- 
lying the primary reserve strength. 


MTELLPTS NC 


East 


Prediction: 
Fifth 


The defense was better last year, but 
seems to have reached a plateau. It won't 
significantly improve with the people it 
has. 

Up front will be ends Dave Butz and 
Ron Yankowski and tackles John 
Richardson and Bob Rowe. Expect an in- 
tense effort by Bonnie Sloan and Leo 
Brooks to unseat Richardson. Jimmie 
Jones came from the Redskins as a fleet- 
footed end, used almost exclusively on 
sure-pass downs. 

Jamie Rivers had lost his middle line- 
backing job to Mark Arneson and then 
was used to obtain McClain. Pete Barnes 
(weak-side) and Larry Stallings will flank 
Arneson. Barnes is one who might be 
vulnerable to a challenge, and Jeff 
Staggs, who has played better than his 
performance of recent years, could 
provide that competition. The reserves 
are of sub-par quality. 

The secondary is strong when you talk 
about right cornerback Roger Wehrli and 
strong safety Jim Tolbert. But it isn’t 
quite that assuring when left corner 
Norm Thompson and free safety 
Clarence Duren are considered. Duren 
was a rookie free agent last year who 
made it all the way to starter, and 
Thompson is a one-time first-round draft 
pick who has yet to prove St. Louis did 
the right thing. Here, too, quality re- 
serves are questionable and a trade may 
be in the offing. 

The offense is fairly sound, if quarter- 
backing doesn’t become a_ problem. 
Anderson gained 679 yards, caught 41 
passes for 409 more and led the con- 
ference with 13 TDs. Metcalf, until in- 
jured, gained 628 yards and added 37 
receptions for 316 more. 

Smith also had 41 catches, for 600 
yards, and Gray's 29 receptions 
translated into 513 yards, a 17.7 average- 
per-catch and seven touchdowns. 

Solid Jim Bakken is the placekicker (23 
of 32 field goal tries) and Keithley is the 
punter, though the “shortest” in the con- 
ference with a 37.5-yard average. 

Improvement should come, but not in 
large enough doses. 


1973 RECORD (4-9-1) 


34 Philadelphia 23 17 Denver 17 
34 Washington 27 21 Green Bay 25 Bakken 
10 Dallas 45 13 New York Giants24 Anderson 
10 Oakland 17 24 Cincinnati 42 Gray 
24 Philadelphia 27 16 Detroit 20 **Rashad 
13 Washington 31 $2 Atlanta 10 Metcalf 
35 New York Giants 27 3 Dallas 30 =3=6Shy 
SYMBOLS **—Traded 
T—Conference leader 
Anderson 
tt—Tied for conference lead Metcalf 
Otis 
Shy 
Smith 
PASSING Anderson 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs ints Pct Metcalf 
Hart 320 178 2223 69 15 10 55.6 **Rashad 
Keithley 73 32 369 80 1 5 43.8 Gray 


t 
QUARTERBACKS 


Age Exp College 


Hart, Jim 6-1 215 30 9 So. Illinois 
Shaw, Dennis 6-2 230 26 5 San Diego State 
Keithley, Gary 6-3 205 23 2 Texas-El] Paso 
RUNNING BACKS 
Anderson, Donny 6-2 215 31 9 Texas Tech 
Metcalf, Terry 5-10 185 22 2 Long Beach State 
Willard, Ken 6-1 219 31 10 North Carolina 
McClain, Cliff 6-0 212 26 5 South Carolina St. 
Shy, Don 6-1 215 28 8 San Diego State 
Otis, Jim 6-0 220 26 5 Ohio State 
Belton, Willie 5-11 195 26 4 Md.-Eastern Shore 
RECEIVERS 
Gillette, Walker(W) 6-5 200 27 45 Richmond 
Gray, Mel (W) 5-9 175 25 4 Missouri 
Smith, Jackie (T) 6-4 235 34 12 N.W.Louisiana 
Hammond, Gary(W) 5-11 190 25 3 SMU 
Cain, J. V. (T) 6-4 220 23 1 Colorado 
McFarland, Jirn (T) 6-5 225 26 5 Nebraska 
Harris, Ike (W) 6-3 205 21 1 lowa State 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
McMillan, Ernie (T) 6-5 275 36 14 Illinois 
Dierdorf, Dan (T) 6-3 275 25 4 Michigan 
Banks, Tom (G) 6-1 245 26 4 Auburn 
Dobler,Conrad(G) 6-3 250 23 3 Wyoming 
Mulligan, Wayne(C) 6-3 250 27 6 Clemson 
Finnie, Roger (G) 6-3 245 28 6 FloridaA&M 
Reynolds, Bob (T) 6-5 265 35 12 Bowling Green 
Brahaney, Tom (C) 6-2 225 22 2 Oklahoma 
Kindle, Greg (T) 6-4 255 23 1 Tennessee State 
(T)—Tackle G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Bakken, Jim (Pk) 6-0 200 33 13 Wisconsin 
Keithley, Gary (P) 6-3 205 23 2 Texas-El Paso 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Butz, Dave (E) 6-7 280 24 2 Purdue 
Yankowski,Ron(E) 6-5 240 27 4 # Kansas State 
Richardson, John(T) 6-3 245 29 8 UCLA 
Rowe, Bob (T) 6-4 270 29 8 Western Michigan 
Jones, Jimmie (E) 6-5 240 27 46 Wichita State 
Brooks, Leo (T) 6-6 265 26 5 Texas 
Sloan, Bonnie (T) 6-5 260 26 2 Austin Peay 
George, Steve (T) 6-5 250 23 1 Houston 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Stallings, Larry (O) 6-1 230 32 12 Georgia Tech 
Barnes, Pete (O) 6-1 240 29 8 Southern 
Arneson, Mark (M) 6-2 220 24 23 Arizona 
Staggs, Jeff (O) 6-1 240 30 8 San Diego State 
Neils, Steve (O) 6-2 210 23 1 Minnesota 
LaVeck, Jack (M) 6-0 225 24 2 Ohio 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Thompson, Norm 6-1 180 29 4 Utah 
Wehrli, Roger 6-0 190 26 6 Missouri 
Crump, Dwayne 5-11 180 24 2 _ Long Beach State 
SAFETIES 
Tolbert, Jim (S) 6-4 200 30 8 Lincoln (Mo.) 
Duren, Clarence(W) 6-1 190 23 2 California 
Detweiler, Chuck(W) 6-0 185 27 5 Utah State 


(S)—Strong-side 


(W)—Weak-side or "Free" Safety 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
OF 943i 23. 100 # Tolbert ZY SE OD 4265 120 
13 re) 0 78 Duren 2 aiay (0 432 6S 
7 0 0 42 
3 0 0 18 
a. te Mie Be PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Atts Yds TDs Lost Avg 
167 679 10¢ 54 4.1 
ae oa “A 4a PUNT RETURNS 
: Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
16 66 0 18 41 Hammond 11 80 0 51 7.3 
RECEIVING Webhrli 9 92/50) 33510:2 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
41 600 1 42 14.6 
41 409 3 44 10.0 KICKOFF RETURNS 
37 316 0 35 8.5 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
30 409 3 65 13.6 Shy 16 445 1¢t 97Tf 27.8 
29 513 7 80 17.7 Hammond 12 3140 47 26.2 


Performance Quotients 


Hart had his best season but still must put together two satisfac- 
tory campaigns. Shaw is a potentially strong passer who played for 
Coach Coryell at San Diego State. Keithley is young. PERF. QT.: 3. 


lf Anderson can have another year like ’73, and if Metcalf wasn't 
a one-shot rookie flash (and, also, if he’s recovered from a leg 
injury), the Cards will have two good runners. And with the addi- 
tions of Willard and McClain, the depth is outstanding and the 
first-stringers will be pushed hard. Shy, Otis and Belton are adequate 
at best, but their roles are not important. Metcalf has burning 
speed and a rosy future. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Losing Ahmad Rashad (in the trade for Shaw) will hurt. Gillette is not 
a top man. Gray's speed is his best asset; his stature is a detri- 
ment. Smith has been outstanding but may be slowing up. Ham- 
mond and McFarland can be challenged. Cain will spend this year 
plotting to unseat Smith. Harris is versatile. Here’s a potentially 
troublesome sign: Anderson and Metcalf ranked 1-2 in receiving 
leadership on the '73. squad. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Dierdort is a good one. Banks is quiet but steady. Dobler is still 
learning and may not learn enough. McMillan is a tiger but a 36- 
year-old one. Mulligan is sound, anonymous, a good pass-blocker. 
Finnie and Reynolds provide adequate bench strength. Brahaney 
may be too small. Kindle is an intriguing rookie but raw and at least 
a season away. This area could be the undoing of the offense; run- 
blocking wasn't good last year and many of the Anderson and 
Metcalf gains were self-made. If McMillan gives up in his fight with 
the calendar, a real vacancy will be created. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Bakken is one of the old-timers, and still steady. He made 23 of 32 
field goals. Keithley is adequate. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Butz was a revelation as rookie No. 1 draft pick; he showed strength, 
agility and uncommon poise. Yankowski could be better. Richardson 
and Rowe are old hands, with Rowe the superior performer. Jones, 
acquired from the Redskins, will help on sure-passing downs. Sloan 
made a great impression as a rookie. Brooks has good size, strength. 
George might be a sleeper. Overall, the front line could be better, 
but it has been worse and that is Coryell’s only consideration at this 
juncture. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Stallings carries this unit, blending experience, ability and quick- 
ness. Arneson wasn’t bad; he should show improvement now that 
the job is clearly his. Barnes is the weak link here, and he may 
have to battle Staggs for the post. Neils, scouts reported, has tine 
reactions and is a strong tackler. He figures to put on poundage. 
LaVeck is small, inexperienced. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Thompson was steadier last year than in previous seasons, but won't 
be a Pro Bowler this time, either. Wehrli will, since he’s one of the 
best in the conference. Crump is adequate. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Duren was a free agent rookie Jast year who stuck and started. 


But he regressed as the season wore on. Tolbert is strong and a 
hard tackler. Detweiler could bench Duren. PERF. QT.: 3, ()) 
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Fran Tarkenton starts a play; John Ward leads the blocking. 


Fo: guys like Fran Tarkenton, Grady 
Alderman, Paul Krause, Jim Marshall, 
Mick ‘Tingelhoff, Bill Brown and other 
older Vikings, last season was one game 
short of the long quest. 

The Vikings got to the Super Bowl. 
Unfortunately, so did the Miami Dol- 
phins, so now it’s back to the drawing 
board in Minnesota. 

This season could well mpknduge 
another Super Bowl appearance, but if it 
doesn’t many of those veteran players 
will have to pack it in anyway, and 
they'd much prefer to go out while being 
measured for a championship ring. 

This is Tarkenton’s team, and he got it 
to work his way in ’73. He won't throw 
deep unless the defense he’s facing 
allows him to. He won't throw at all if his 
runners are hitting the holes. And when 
he has decided to throw, he is still likely 
to tuck the ball under his arm and do his 
scramble number around end. 

Francis threw judiciously last year. He 
was also brilliant in providing leader- 
ship, constancy and drive to the talented 
Vikings. 

He was also fortunate that the team 
chose to draft Chuck Foreman on the 
first round, for this 6-2, 216-pound half- 
back was @ lot of folks’ Rookie of the 
Year, gaining 801 yards in 182 carries 
even though he skipped two games with 
minor leg ailments. 

Foreman will team with strong Oscar 
Reed in the backfield, and Francis, of 
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course, will be at quarterback, backed up 
by journeyman Bob Berry, unless taxi- 
squadder Mike Wells can move up to 
second-string. 

There is running back depth, in such 
as Brown, Ed Marinaro, Daye Osborn 
and Brent McClanahan, the latter also a 
fiery kickoff returner. 

Wide receivers start with John Gil- 
liam, 42 catches for 907 yards and eight 
TDs. But there will be a new face 
guaranteed on the other side, since old 
Carroll Dale is gone. The job will 
probably go to Jim Lash, a rookie last 
year, but he'll face a challenge from 
Rhett Dawson and second-round draft 
pick John Holland. 

Stu Voigt will probably edge Doug 
Kingsriter for the tight end spot, but 
both will play. 

Inside, everything's cool if it doesn’t 
age too quickly. 

Alderman and Ron Yary are the 
tackles, the former 35 years old and the 
last original Viking, the latter an All-Pro, 
6-5 and 255 pounds. Milt Sunde, Ed 
White and John Ward will battle for two 
guard positions, with White winning one 
and Ward, if healthy, figuring to bench 
the veteran Sunde. Tingelhoff will face a 
threat at center from young Godfrey 
Zaunbrecher, but the team will be the 
winner of this competition. 

What's even nicer is the defense. 

Up front, opposing offenses must find 
a way to solve the problem posed by Carl 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


 NFC 
— Central 


Prediction: 
First 


Eller and Alan Page, two All-Pros from a 
long time ago. But there is no real solu- 
tion, and having Marshall and either 
Gary Larsen or Bob Lurtsema filling out 
the line doesn’t help matters any. If 
Marshall starts to slow (he's 36), young 
Doug Sutherland will be ready to play. 

Jeff Siemon, a two-year veteran, 
started for the first time last year. So he’s 
one-for-one, since he made the Pro Bowl. 
Flanking him will be violent Wally 
Hilgenberg and clever Roy Winston, 
with youngsters like Amos Martin and 
rookies Matt Blair and Fred McNeill 
pushing hard. 

The secondary received a jolt before 
last season began when strong safety Karl 
Kassulke was tragically injured and 
paralyzed in a motorcycle accident. But 
young Jeff Wright filled in and per- 
formed admirably. He no doubt 
benefited from playing alongside 
sometimes-All-Pro free safety Paul 
Krause, and the cornerbacks did nicely, 
too, 

Bobby Bryant led the NFC in in- 
terceptions, seven, and Nate Wright won 
the competition from Charlie West on 
the left side. Now they go in as the 
starters, with West trying again now that 
a two-year knee injury has mended. 

But the Vikings are vulnerable at cor- 
nerback, and it is the one area on the 
team not sufficiently protected by 
reserves. Al Randolph and Terry Brown 
are the first safety subs, and Jackie 
Wallace, an inactive rookie in '73, and 
freshman Jim Ferguson could work into 
contending status at any of the four 
spots. 

The punting is handled by Mike 
Eischeid, who happens to be a fine golfer 
(low 70s). This year, he'll be asked to 
switch from a driver to a seven-iron, 
trying for the corners rather than boom- 
ing them, and he has shown the ability to 
“chip” as well as tee off. 

Fred Cox is one of the most consistent 
field goal specialists, but even his steadi- 
ness will be diminished by the new rules, 
which will hold down his number of 
attempts. 


1973 RECORD (14-3) 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 33°21. 986 Bryant 7t 105 1 46 15.0 
9 0 0 54 Krause 4 28 0 24 7.0 
6 0 0 36 J. Wright 3 31.0 #425. 10,3 
4 0 0 24 N. Wright 3 6 0 6 2.0 
4 0 0 24 Siemon 2 24 0 21 12.0 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg PUNTING 
182 801 4 50 4.4 Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
100 401 3 30 40  €jscheid 66 2628 57 39.8 
95. 302, 2 27 3.2 
48 216 0 14 45 
47 206 3 21 44 
41 202 1 16 49 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Bryant 25 140 0 16 5.6 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
42 907 8 54 21.6 
37 362 2 35 98 KICKOFF RETURNS004 
26 196 2 17 7.5 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
23 318 2 43 13.8 McClanahan 16 410 O 45 25.6 
19 122 0 13 64 = Gilliam 10 174 0 29 17.4 


————————————— eee 


24 Oakland 16 31 Chicago 13 
22 Chicago 13 0 Cincinnati 27 ~=Cox 
11 Green Bay 3 31 Green Bay 7 Gilliam 
23 Detroit 9 31 New York Giants 7 Foreman 
17 SanFrancisco 13 (Playo' B. Brown 
28 Philadelphia 21 27 Washington 20 Marinaro 
10 Los Angeles 9 (NFC Championship) 
26 Cleveland 3 27 Dallas 10 
28 Detroit 7 (Super Bowl) 
14 Atlanta 20 7 Miami 24 Foreman 
Reed 
Marinaro 
SYMBOL +—Conference leader Osborn 
B. Brown 
Tarkenton 
PASSING Se 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct. Marinaro 
Tarkenton 274 169 2113 54 15 7 61.7 Voigt 
Berry 24 10 121 30 4 2 41.7 Reed 
OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Tarkenton, Fran 6-0 190 34 14 Georgia 
Berry, Bob 5-11 185 32 10 Oregon 
Wells, Mike 6-5 225 23 1 Illinois 
RUNNING BACKS ; 
Foreman, Chuck 6-2 216 24 2 Miami (Fla.) 
Reed, Oscar 6-0 222 30 7 Colorado State 
Marinaro, Ed 6-2 212 24 3 Cornell 
Osborn, Dave 6-0 208 31 10 North Dakota 
Brown, Bill 5-11 222 36 14 Illinois 
McClanahan, Brent 5-10 202 23 2 ArizonaState 
RECEIVERS 
*Gilliam, John (W) 6-1 195 29 8 South Carolina St. 
Lash, Jim (W) 6-2. 199 23 2 Northwestern 
Voigt, Stu (T) 6-1 225 26 5 Wisconsin 
Dawson, Rhett (W) 6-1 182 25 3 FloridaState 
Kingsriter, Doug(T) 6-2 222 24 2 Minnesota 
Holland, John (W) 6-0 191 22 1 Tennessee State 
Craig, Steve (T) 6-4 225 23 1 Northwestern 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Yary, Ron (T) 6-5 255 28 7 Southern California 
Alderman, Grady(T) 6-2 247 35 15 Detroit 
Ward, John (G) 6-4 260 26 5 Oklahoma State 
White, Ed (G) 6-2 262 26 6 California 
Tingelhoff, Mick(C) 6-2 237-34 13 Nebraska 
Sunde, Milt (G) 6-2 250 32 11 Minnesota 
Zaunbrecher,G.(C) 6-2 240 26 4 LSU 
Goodrum, Chuck(T) 6-3 256 24 2 FloridaA&M 
Riley, Steve (T) 6-5 255 22 1 Southern California 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Cox, Fred (Pk) 5-10 200 35 12 Pittsburgh 
Eischeid, Mike (P) 6-0 190 32 8 Upper lowa 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Eller, Carl (E) 6-6 247 32 11 Minnesota 
Marshall, Jim (E) 6-4 240 36 15 OhioState 
Page, Alan (T) 6-4 245 29 8 Notre Dame 
Larsen, Gary (T) 6-5 255 34 11 Concordia 
Lurtsema, Bob(T-E) 6-6 255 32 8 Western Michigan 
Sutherland, Doug(E) 6-3 250 26 5 Wisc. St.-Superior 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Hilgenberg, Wally(O) 6-3 229 32 11 lowa 
Winston, Ray (O) 5-11 222 34 13 LSU 
Siemon, Jeff (M) 6-2 230 24 3 Stanford 
Martin, Amos(M-O) 6-3 228 25 38 Louisville 
McNeill, Fred (OQ) 6-2 223 23 #1 UCLA 
Blair, Matt (O) 6-5 229 23 1 lowaState 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Bryant, Bobby 6-1 170 30 7 South Carolina 
Wright, Nate 5-11 180 27 6 San Diego State 
West, Charlie 6-1 197 27 7 Texas-El Paso 
Wallace, Jackie 6-2 188 22 1 Arizona 
Ferguson, Jim 6-1 184 22 1 = Stanford 
SAFETIES 
Wright, Jeff (S) 5-11 190 25 4 Minnesota 
Krause, Paul (W) 6-3 200 32 11 lowa 
Brown, Terry (W) 6-2 205 27 5 Oklahoma State 
Randolph, Al (S) 6-2 205 30 8 lowa 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


*—WEFL 1975 


Performance Quotients 


Tarkenton enjoyed his most satisfying season and did nicely statis- 
tically, too. Berry is a backup who has experience, Wells is one who 
doesn't. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Foreman hada sensational rookie year. Reed blossomed as a hard 
up-the-middle runner. Marinaro lacks real speed. Osborn and Brown 
are the old vets and often work best in tandem. There is some 
doubt whether Brown, at 36, can still play effectively, and other 
doubts involve Marinaro’s overall tuture. McClanahan has speed but 
needs to learn much. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Gilliam has speed, size, ability to be a game-breaker, and his 1975 
WEL contract shouldn't influence his '74 contribution. Lash spent last 
year learning, as did Dawson. With rookie Holland they are in the 
free-tor-all for the other wide receiver position. The youngster has 
blinding speed. Voigt is strong as a blocker, adequate as a receiver. 
Kingsriter has more speed but less savvy. Craig isn’t counted on for 
'74, but he js for the future. PERF. QT.; 3. 


Yary is as good as any tackle in football. Sunde may losa his job 
to a healthy Ward. Alderman and White are solid performers, Sunde, 
Alderman and Tingelhotf are nearing the end of their careers but 
play with a practiced skill that makes for good unit cohesion. 
Zaunbrecher can play if Tingelhott can't. Young Riley is considered 
a steal. Any problems here will center on the age factor of some of 
the starters, but the high level of reserves should make any changes 
relatively painless. Goodrum played a bit in ‘73. He's another of Coach 
Grant's talented young prospects. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Few kickers are more reliable than Cox, who is accurate from close 
and far. Eischejd is only an adequate punter. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Eller and Page are considered the best at their positions; Page may 
be the best defensive lineman ever. Marshall could begin to feel his 
age and that's something of a problem, for depth is thin. Larsen is 
slow but acts as the line’s “cop” and doesn’t need super speed. 
Lurtsema is versatile and has a killer instinct. Sutherland could see 
more action if Marshall slows down. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Nothing is wrong with Hilgenberg’s hitting and tackling, but he might 
be a step slower on pass defense then is acceptable. Winston is 
a competent, if aging, performer. Siemon was a star in his second 
season (first as a starter) and should be at top form for years. 
Martin is well thought of. McNeill and Blair, both solid dratts, could 
tind themselves on the field often. PERF. QT.» 2. 


Bryant led the NFC in interceptions but he really isn't that good. 
Wright is quicker; he needs more pressure-playing time. West used 
to be a starter until a knee injury slowed him. Wallace (a rookie last 
year who never played) has some potential but not an overabun- 
dance of it. Ferguson has a chance. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Krause is a solid, entrenched factor here, the glue of the secondary. 
Wright surprised many teams with his dependability but loses points 
on man-to-man coverage. He's a strong tackler, however. Brown 
and Randolph are fine insurance. PERF. QT.: 3. ie 
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DETROIT LIONS 


. Greg Landry hustles to stay away from Jim Marshall. 


C an the Detroit Lions win their Central 
Division championship? Yes, they cer- 
tainly can. 

Will they? No, certainly not if they 
have injuries at anywhere near the record 
pace of last season. 

So going into the 74 campaign, Coach 
Don McCafferty has to feel much like a 
man about to split the world’s most 
expensive diamond: Everything will be 
all right if nothing moves, falls, crumbles 
or slips. 

Big Don is confident. “ We can make a 
run for the title,”” he says, “because it is 
inconceivable that any team can be hit 
two years in a row with the number of 
key injuries we had. There wasn’t a team 
in the league that lost as many men, most 
of them starters, as we did. Injuries were 
definitely the major factor in our 6-7-1 
season.” 

Perhaps another factor was the con- 
tinued failure to beat the Vikings. The 
Detroit losing streak is up to 12 
now—two a year for the last six years. 
And the Lions won't win a thing if they 
can't fix that. 

McCafferty has set up some competi- 
tion at quarterback this year, a real scrap 
between Greg Landry and Bill Munson. 
Landry, the incumbent, tore up a knee at 
mid-season, bringing the veteran Mun- 
son into the top job. He did well, as Lan- 
dry had done prior to getting hurt, and 
both now want to start. 

The running backs will be Altie Taylor 
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and Steve Owens, both of whom played 
well despite injuries. Mickey Zofko, Leon 
Crosswhite and an interesting contingent 
of well-thought-of rookies fight for the 
remaining spots. 

Larry Walton and Ron Jessie are the 
wide receivers who figure to start, 
though Earl McCulloch and Al Barnes 
are capable of doing the same. Jessie is 
ticketed for the WFL in 1975, though 
McCafferty vows that won't prevent him 
from starting this season if he deserves it. 

Charlie Sanders is the tight end, and if 
he’s healthy he could be the league’s best 
at the position. 

The interior blocking unit is sound. 
Again, however, the proviso is that its 
members remain healthy. 

The tackles are Jim Yarbrough and 
Rocky Freitas, the guards Bob 
Kowalkowski and either Rocky Rasley or 
Chuck Walton, the center Ed Flanagan. 
Yarbrough and Walton missed a total of 


53 quarters in '73, and Rasley and 


Flanagan have signed WFL contracts for 
the future. 

The defense, perhaps even more than 
the offense, was racked by injuries. 

Two regulars in the secondary—Rudy 
Redmond and Wayne Rasmus- 
sen—were lost for the entire schedule. 
Yet because of that, rookies Dick Jauron 
(free safety in place of Rasmussen) and 
Levi Johnson (right cornerback for Red- 
mond) both came out of the season 
experienced veterans. 


NFC 
Central 


Prediction: 
Second 


Lem Barney is an All-Pro on the left 
corner, while Mike Weger figures to re- 
tain his strong-side safety status. There 
will, however, be competition elsewhere. 
Doug Wyatt and rookie Carl Capria 
seem the best of the other reserves. 

The most significant player loss was 
that of middle linebacker Mike Luc- 
ci—whose farewell was accompanied by 
some angry words directed at McCaffer- 
ty. Still, Lion-watchers say Lucci was 
somewhat overrated last season and 
might, indeed, not be sorely missed. 

\ His replacement is Jim Laslavic, a 
second-year player who started five 
games when Lucci came up lame. 

At the moment, Paul Naumoff and 
Charlie Weaver are slated to open as the 
outside linebackers, but somebody is 
going to have to tell Ed O'Neil, the No. 1 
draft choice, that he’s not starting. The 
6-2, 235-pounder from Penn State might 
force some rethinking in this area. 

Up front, the ends will be Ken San- 
ders and Larry Hand, unless Jim 
Mitchell decides to play well again and 
sends Sanders to the bench. The tackles 
are Herb Orvis and Bob Bell, but Bell 
had better be careful because rookie Billy 
Howard and soph Ernie Price are job- 
hunting. 

Orvis, starting his third year, was the 
team’s best defensive lineman and seems 
in no danger of losing his position. 

Jauron and Johnson should keep their 
jobs, which gives the Lions great depth 
in the secondary; indeed, valuable 
trading material, With another outstand- 
ing linebacker and some help on the of- 
fensive line, this team could finally get 
over its Viking jinx and take deliberate 
aim on the Central Division champion- 
ship. 

Munson? Or Landry? There's the rub. 
Both do things well—but different 
things. Landry is a runner who can pass, 
Munson a proved passer who prefers the 
aerial to the scramble. 

If McCafferty makes the right choice, 
and if the injuries find another team to 
haunt this season, it could be a strong 
showing in Detroit. 
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1973 RECORD (6-7-1) 


10 Pittsburgh 24 30 San Francisco 20 
13 Green Bay. 13 7 Minnesota 28 Mann 
31 Atlanta 6 30 Chicago 7 O'Brien 
9 Minnesota 23 0 Washington 20. ~—- Taylor 
13 New Orleans 20 20 St. Louis 16 Walton 
27 Baltimore 29 40 Chicago 7 ~Jessie 
34 Green Bay 0 7 Miami 34 *Farr 
SYMBOLS ‘*—Retired 
+—Conference leader Taylor 
Owens 
*Farr 
Landry 
e aanders 
PASSING sear 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Owens 
Munson 187 95 112954 9 8 50.8 L. Walton 
Landry 128 70 908 84+ 3 10 54,7 Jessie 
OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Landry, Greg 6-4 210 27 7 Massachusetts 
Munson, Bill 6-2 210 33 11 UtahState 
Cappleman, Bill 6-3 210 27 3 Florida State 
RUNNING BACKS 
Owens, Steve 6-2. 215 26 5 Oklahoma 
Taylor, Altie 5-10 200 26 6 UtahState 
Crosswhite, Leon 6-2 215 23 2 Oklahoma 
Zofko, Mickey 6-1 195 25 4 Auburn 
Bussey, Dexter 6-1 195 22 1 Texas-Arlington 
Burden, Willie 5-11 200 22 1 North Carolina St. 
RECEIVERS 
*Jessie, Ron (W) 6-0 183 26 4 Kansas 
Walton, Larry (W) 6-0 185 27 6 Arizona State 
Sanders, Charlie(T) 6-4 225 28 7 Minnesota 
McCullouch, Earl(W) 5-11 185 28 7 Southern California 
*Barnes, Al (W) 6-1 170 25 4 NewMexico State 
Brady, John (T) 6-3 215 23 1 Washington 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Yarbrough, Jim (T) 6-5 265 27 6 Florida 
Freitas, Rocky (T 6-6 270 28 7 Oregon State 
**Rasley, Rocky (G) 6-3 255 27 5 Oregon State 
Kowalkowski, Bob (G)6-3 240 30 9 Virginia 
"Flanagan, Ed (C) 6-3 245 30 10 Purdue 
Walton, Chuck (G) 6-3 255 33 8 ilowa State 
Jolley, Gordon (T) 6-5 250 25 3 Utah 
Evans, Mike (C) 6-5 250 28 7 Boston College 
Davis, Jimmie (G) 6-5 235 22 1 Alcorn A&M 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Mann, Errol (Pk) 6-0 200 33 7 North Dakota 
Weaver, Herman(P) 6-4 210 25 5 Tennessee 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Sanders, Ken (E) 6-5 240 25 3 Howard Payne 
Hand, Larry (E) 6-4 250 34 10 a Spee St” 
Orvis, Herb (T) 6-5 240 27 3 Colorado 
Bell, Bob (T) 6-4 250 26 4 Cincinnati 
Mitchell, Jim (E) 6-3 245 25 65 Virginia State 
Price, Ernie (T) 6-4 255 23 2 Texas A&l 
Small, John (T) 6-4 260 27 5 Citadel 
Howard, Billy (T) 6-4 245 23 1 AlcornA&M 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Naumoff, Paul (O) 6-1 215 29 8 Tennessee 
Weaver, Charlie(O) 6-2 218 25 #4 Southern California 
Laslavic Jim (M) 6-2 230 22 2 Penn State 
O'Neil, Ed (OQ) 6-2 235 21 1 Penn State 
Hennigan, Mike(O) 6-2 210 22 2 Tennessee Tech 
Denimarck, Mike (M) 6-2 225 23 1 Emporia 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Barney, Lem 6-0 188 28 8 Jackson State 
Johnson, Levi 6-3 190 23 2 Texas A&l 
Redmond, Rudy 6-1 190 27 5 Pacific 
Thrower, Jim 6-2 195 25 5 East Texas State 
SAFETIES 
Weger, Mike (S) 6-2 200 28 8 Bowling Green 
Jauron, Dick (W) 6-0 190 23 2 Yale 
Wyatt, Doug (W) 6-1 195 27 5 Tulsa 
Capria, Carl (S) 6-3 185 21 1 Purdue 


(S)—Strong-side 


*—WEL 1975 
**—_WFL 1976 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 

TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 tA is BS Johnson 5 82 0 38 16.4 
0 14 8 38 Jauron 4 208 1 95+ 52.0 
5 0 0 30 Barney 4 130 0 38 325 
5 0 0 30 *Lucci 4 50 0O 21 12.5 
4 0 0 24 

4 0 0 24 

PUNTING 
es ee TDs Lgst Avg CORIA 1% RGAE ANG 
176 719 5 34 44 H. Weaver 54 2333 66 43.2 
poe 401 3 16 315 
873 4 32 3.8 PUNT RETURNS 
AB GREE 2 A Tout Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Barney 27 190 

RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg vauren Bs BONE LG, ea 
28 433 2 54 15.5 

27 252 0 35 93 

26 183 0 27 7.0 KICKOFF RETURNS 

24 232 0 30 97 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
21 302 4 49 14.4 Jauron 17 405 O 33 23.8 
20 364 3 84t 18.2 Taylor 12 295 0 60 24.6 


Performance Quotlents 


Landry is probably the man if he’s healthy, He missed seven '73 
games with knee problems. Munson then would become a capable 
(and unhappy) reserve. Cappleman barely misses. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Owens and Taylor also fell victim to knee injuries; they missed a 
few games and weren't at full strength in several others. Taylor 
had 719 yards and Owens 401, nevertheless. Crosswhite and Zofko 
seem no more than reserves, though the former showed some strong 
moves, Rookies Bussey and Burden are well thought of. Their best 
hopes are to rise to second-string status. PERF. QT.: 2. 


There shouldn’t be problems here, but there are. Jessie, the fleet 
wide man, has indicated his preference for the WFL. Walton has 
never realized his potential. Sanders might be the NFL’s top tight 
end if he stays well. McCullouch should do more, but seldom does. 
Barnes filled in nicely when injuries struck, Taxi-squadder Brady 
provides needed tight end depth. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Yarbrough and Freitas are gargantuan tackles who have improved 
each year. Rasley and Kowalkowskl are starters for now, but Rasley 
might find competition from Walton. Flanagan (another WFL-er, as is 
Rasley) is still a complete center with experience and size. Jolley 
is looked upon as a starter in the near future. Evans, a veteran 
from the Eagles, can be helpful in a backup situation. Davis is the 
rookie the Lions like, but he has to be a year away from being a 
factor. Walton missed 10 games with injury (ergo, Rasley Started) and 
Yarbrough was injured for four games. PERF. QT.: 3. 


There may be some concern with Mann, but he only got 19 field 
goal chances (and made 13). Weaver is outstanding. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Sanders and Hand handled the end positions and did well, though 
Sanders had to do it in a hurry as a second-year man with little 
experience. Hand showed no signs of slowing, despite his age. Orvis, 
another second-year player, was voted defensive MVP on the team. 
Bell played regularly but will find some competition trom Price, who 
is extremely quick. Mitchell lost his job to Sanders but could regain 
it. Howard is a big, quick, promising rookie who may be a bit raw. 
now. Small’s leg injuries have jeopardized his career. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Middle linebacker Mike Lucci has retired, giving the job to seconda- 
year man Laslavic, who started five games last year. Weaver and 
Naumoft were solid, Weaver in his first tull-time year. Naumoft is an 
established veteran. O'Neil, the top draft pick, was ranked by many 
as the nation’s best college linebacker and could push Weaver. Hen- 
nigan and Denimarck are bench-sitters. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Redmond missed the full season, giving his job to rookie Johnson, 
who led the team with five interceptions. Barney is a quality per- 
former, usually a Pro Bowl player. Thrower might have trouble mak- 
ing the squad if Redmond is healthy. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Ivy League rookie Jauron came on to take injured Wayne Rasmus- 
sen’s spot. The youngster intercepted four passes and seems to have 
sewed up the job. Weger is steady and experienced. Capria is a well 
thought of yearling. PERF. QT.: 3. @) 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 
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Mires quarterbacks, and nary a starter 
among them. 

That, precisely and succinctly, is the 
problem Dan Devine faces this year as 
general manager and head coach of the 
Green Bay Packers. It remains a prob- 
lem that he must solye—make that must 
solve—for it has been said that his job is 
on the line this time. 

The three men involved are Jerry 
Tagge, Jim Del Gaizo and Scott Hunter. 
They are young. They are relatively in- 
experienced, They have all been 
presented with the Packers’ starting 
quarterback job and each has found a 
way to cause Deyine to take it back 
again. 

Indeed, you may have any two of them 
for one experienced, older quarterback, 
which would enable Devine to school the 
survivor while a man who knows what 
he’s doing takes the Packers to the play- 
offs. 

And, in all likelihood, a competent 
quarterback could take the Packers to the 
playoffs. Because almost everywhere 
else, with a few not necessarily major 
exceptions, Green Bay is sound, solid, 
deep and tough. 

Take the running backs, for instance. 
There is John Brockington, a very special 
kind of runner who has been in the NFL 
for three years and who has three years of 
1,000 yards or more to his credit. Last 
year he was the NFC’s leader with 1,144 
yards, He’s 6-1 and 230. With speed. 
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He also comes equipped with a run- 
ning mate named MacArthur Lane, who 
is 6-1 and 220 and who gained 528 yards 
in 1978. And there is a gargantuan rookie 
fullback from Richmond, No. 1 draft pick 
Barty Smith, who's 6-3 and 235, plus 
some quality subs. Smith, however, 
hurt a knee in a summer game and may 
be of no value to the team this year, 

Clearly, Devine doesn’t need runners. 
Indeed, he may unload some. 

The Pack’s receivers can be good, if a 
quarterback is found who can get the ball 
to them. One is Jon Staggers, 5-10 and 
180 with a burst of speed like Rose Mary 
Woods running for her eraser. The other 
will probably be Barry Smith, a rookie 
last year who showed great promise, 
Fifth-round pick Steye Odom is a nice- 
looking prospect. Rich McGeorge is 6-4, 
230 and a good tight end, 

The line contains Gale Gillingham, an 
All-Pro guard, and a collection of big, 
tough, talented kids. Veteran center Ken 
Bowman anchors the group, which 
should be filled out with Bill Lueck at 
the other guard, Bill Hayhoe and Dick 
Himes at tackles. 

Defense, usually a Packer trademark, 
is capable of doing wild things. 

Up front Devine can turn to Mike 
McCoy (6-5 and close to 300 pounds) and 
Bob Brown (6-5 and 280) as his tackles, 
with Clarence Williams and Alden Roche 
at the ends. Carleton Oats, Aaron Brown 
and Dave Pureifory seem to be the 


NFC 
Central 


Prediction: 


* Third 


reserves, though Oats and Brown can be 
and have been starters before and young 
Pureifory could push Williams. 

Middle linebacker Jim Carter is well 
on his way to becoming a new assassin in 
the mold of Dick Butkus and Willie 
Lanier. He's 6-3 and 245, with just 
enough pursuit speed to place a small 
knot of fear in the stomach of even the 
most courageous running back. He'll be 
flanked by Fred Carr and Tom 
MacLeod. Carr is 6-5 and 240, MacLeod, 
a violent rookie in ‘73, is the “smallest” 
of the three at 6-3 and 225, 

Tom Toner, Larry Hefner and Noel 
Jenke are the reserves here, though 
Hefner started at times last season when 
injuries struck. 

Nor does the secondary pale by com- 
parison with either of the other two de- 
fensive areas, 

Willie Buchanon and Ken Ellis are the 
starting cornerbacks, both young and 
quick and blessed with a mean streak 
that shakes up any receivers who have 
the temerity to catch passes. Jim Hill 
and Al Matthews are the safeties, both of 
them fleet and arrogant. In all, the 
secondary has every one of the necessary 
requirements for excellence—youth but 
experience, speed and size. 

Such as Ike Thomas (he’s also a reserve 
wide receiver), Hise Austin and Charlie 
Hall should supply the reserves here. 

Two years ago, the Packers were 10-4 
with Hunter, then a rookie, handling the 
quarterbacking chores. He didn’t pass 
often, but when he did it worked. Hun- 
ter fell apart last season, losing his job to 
Del Gaizo, who was obtained at great 
cost from Miami, and then Del Gaizo 
gave it up to Tagge. 

With Brockington and Lane running 
the ball... with a potentially great de- 
fense ... with depth in most areas... 
the Packers could be in a position to win. 
Right now. But if one of the three young 
quarterbacks can't do it, there will be no 
recourse other than to trade. And who 
among the league’s general managers 
would care to give Green Bay a cham- 
pionship? 


1973 RECORD (5-7-2) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
23 New York Jets 7 17 Chicago 31 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
13 Detroit 13 25 St. Louis 21. + Marcol 0 19 21 82 Ellis _ Si (SSR 4h hie 
3 Minnesota 14 24 New England 33 Staggers 4 0 0 24 Hill 3 53. (0 £207 47,7. 
16 New York Giants 14 6 SanFrancisco 20 Brockington 3 0 0 18 Carter 306 44) tC 42) 14:7 
10 Kansas City 10 30 New Orleans 10 Lane 2 0 0 12 Matthews 2 58 1 58 29.0 
7 Los Angeles 24 7 Minnesota 31. B.Smith 2 0 0 12 MacLeod 2 8 0 8 4.0 
0' Detroit 34 21 Chicago 0 Tagge 2 0 0 12 
PUNTING 
; RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
SYMBOL +—Conference leader Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg Widby 56 2414 60 43.1 
Beopelygion 265 114473 53 4.3 
ane 470. 528) 0 20) 34 
Goodman 18 88 1 19 49 PUNT RETURNS 
P. Williams 32 87 1 9 2.7 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Staggers 19 90 0 26 47 
RECEIVING Ellis ld 747090. H2SNA:S 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst A 
PASSING ae oy OER A on oe KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Staggers 25 412 3 50 16.5 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Tagge 106 56 720 50 2 7 528 McGeorge 16 260 1 44 16.3 Thomas 23. 527 0 34 22.9 
Hunter 84 35 442 30 2 4 417 Brockington 16 128 QO 37 80 Ellis 12 319 0 84 266 
Del Gaizo 62) 27 318 28 2 6 43.5 B. Smith 15 233 2 24 15.5 Krause 11 244 0 30 22.2 


SY 


Age Exp College 


Nebraska 
Tampa 
Alabama 


Ohio State 
Utah State 
Purdue 
Richmond 
New Mexico 
St. Norbert 
Yankton (S.D.) 


Missouri 
Florida State 
Elon 

Oregon 
Bishop 

San Francisco 
Utah 


Ohio State 
Southern California 
Minnesota 

Arizona 

Wisconsin 

Stanford 

Kentucky 

Nebraska 

Houston 


Tr 


Hilisdale 
Tennessee 


Southern 

Prairie View 
Notre Dame 
Arkansas AM&N 
Minnesota 
Florida A&M 
Eastern Michigan 


Texas-El Paso 
Minnesota 
Minnesota 
Clemson 
Minnesota 
Idaho State 


San Diego State 
Southern 
Prairie View 
Colorado State 


Texas A&l 
Texas A&l 
Pittsburgh 


OFFENSE 
Ht wt 
QUARTERBACKS 
Tagge, Jerry 6-27 216" 24" 5 
Del Gaizo, Jim 6-1 198 27 3 
Hunter, Scott 6-2 210 25 4 
RUNNING BACKS 
Brockington, John 6-1 230 25 4 
Lane, MacArthur 6-1) «220% 32) 7 
*Williams, Perry 6-2 225 27 6 
Smith, Barty 633; 285, 923° 
Woods, Don 6-1 IPI 82S)5 4 
Krause, Larry 6-0 208 26 5 
Goodman, Les 5-11 206 24 2 
RECEIVERS 
Staggers, Jon (W) 5-10 180 25 5 
Smith, Barry (W) 6-1 190 23 2 
McGeorge, Rich(T) 6-4 230 25 5 
Glass, Leland (W) 6-0 185 24 3 
Thomas, Ike (W) 6-2 195 26 3 
Donohue, Mike (T) 6-3 230° 29 5 
Odom, Steve (W) 6-2 192 22 1 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Himes, Dick (T) 6-4 260 28 7 
Hayhoe, Bill (T) 6-8 260 28 6 
Glllingham, Gale(G) 6-3 265 30 9 
Lueck, Bill (G) 6-4 250 28 7 
Bowman, Ken (C) 6-3 245 30 1 
Snider, Mal (T) 6-4 250 27 6 
Withrow, Cal (C) 6-0 230 29 5 
Wortman, Keith(G) 6-2 250 24 3 
Branstetter, Kent(G) 6- 260 25 2 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Cente 
KICKERS 
Marcol, Chester(Pk) 6-0 190 25 3 
Widby, Ron (P) 6-4 220 29 7 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Roche, Alden (E) 6-4. 265: (28: 5 
Williams, Clarence(E) 6-5 255 27 5 
McCoy, Mike (T) 6-5 285 25 5 
Brown, Bob (T) 6-5 280 34 9 
Brown, Aaron (E) 6-5 270 30 8 
Oats, Carleton (T) 6-3. 260 31 0 
Pureifory, Dave (E) 6-1 250 24 3 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Carr, Fred (O) 6-5 240 28 7 
MacLeod, Tom (O) 6-3) 225" 223.5 #2 
Carter, Jim (M) 6-3 245 26 5 
Hefner, Larry(O-M) 6-2 230 25 3 
Jenke, Noel (M) 6-1 225 27 4 
Toner, Tom (O) 6-3 235 24 2 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Buchanon, Willie 6-0: 190 “23 3 
Ellis, Ken 6-10 195 26 5 
Austin, Hise 6-4 195 23 2 
Smith, Perry b= 8795) Fos; | 2 
SAFETIES 
Matthews, Al (S) 5-11 190 26 5 
Hill, Jirn (W) 6-2 195 27 6 
Hall, Charlie (W) 6-1 190 26 4 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 
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Performance Quotients 


Tagge won the job at the end of the year—by elimination. He still 
has far to go. Lefty Del Gaizo and Hunter had it, but couldn't hold 
it. Allare young, erratic. PERF. QT.: 5. 


Brockington, the best NFC fullback, has gone over 1,000 yards in 
each of his three seasons; he is strong, deceptively fast, a solid 
blocker and sure receiver. Lane is almost as big, almost as devastat- 
ing. They are a fine, rugged combination. Williams has size, speed. 
Smith is a huge rookie with high grades whose summer knee injury 
will hurt, and freshman Woods is well thought of. Krause and Good- 
man will have to hustle to stick with this unit. PERF. QT.: 7. 


Staggers has excellent speed and moves, but he’s sometimes an 
erratic catcher. Smith has great potential and played well as a 
rookie last year. McGeorge could be one of top tight ends with 
a passing quarterback. Glass used to start but ultimately lost out 
to Smith. Thomas, more of a utility player, is also listed as a 
defensive back. Donohue figures to win the backup spot behind 
McGeorge. Odom comes with high scouting reports. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Gillingham is an All-Pro; he finally-came back from a '72 knee injury 
to star again. Lueck finally started to deliver on his promise in his 
sixth year. Himes and Hayhoe have size and agility but lack some 
consistency. Bowman, a veteran, is a qualified center. Snider could 
win a job—perhaps Hayhoe’s—and he also has been known to back 
up at center and guard. Withrow showed some ability but lacks 
size. Wortman, a slow developer, might suprise people; he has the 
tools and could eventually win himself a job. Branstetter is a promis- 
ing youngster who.could make a name for himself. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Marcol, Rookie of the Year in 1972, fell off in production in '73 but is 
a good one. Widby is adequate. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Roche and Williams are killer ends and use size, speed, strength and 
agility to maximum levels. McCoy is the brute inside, flirting with the 
300-pound mark but fairly agile. Bob Brown is a talented veteran 
who could find himself in the Pro Bowl. Aaron Brown filled in well 
when called upon but might have started losing his quickness. Oats 
is a very mobile sub. Pureifory has been on the bench two years 
and may push for a job. PERF. QT.: 2. 


This is another solid area. Carter is on his way to All-Pro status; 
he has exceptional size and toughness and now has experience. 
Carr, accustomed to Pro Bowl honors, possesses size, speed and 
Savvy. MacLeod astonished coaches with his rookie performance, 
though he was hurt late in the season. Hefner, Janke and Toner seem 
to be dependable reserves. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Buchanon and Ellis were a dynamic pair in ’72, They played superbly 
last year but Buchanon was hurt and saw action in only six games. 
Austin has potential (he has fine size, speed) and Smith is another 
youngster who can contribute. PERF. QT.: 7. 


Matthews is a sure tackler with good instincts for the ball. Hill is the 
glue that holds this unit together. Hall has ability and wide receiver 
Thomas helps here, too. PERF. QT.: 2. 


CHICAGO BEARS 
ea ey 


NFC 
2 Central 


Prediction: 
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Carl Garrett led the Bears’ rushing attack with 655 yards. 


Is Green Bay has a quarterback 
problem, it is one felt perhaps even more 
acutely in Chicago. The Bears have Bob- 
by Douglass, who is a fine runner. And 
they have young Gary Huff, who isn’t a 
fine anything yet. And that’s the end of 
that. 

The Bears were dead last in net yards 
gained passing in the NFC, and ranked 
at the top of the dishonor roll in allowing 
their quarterbacks to be sacked—that 
happened 49 times for 895 yards. But it 
wasn't all the fault of the none-too-good 
offensive line. Douglass’ running tenden- 
cies often took him out of the protective 
pocket, 

But he’s a hell of a runner. Two years 
ago he set a quarterback rushing record 
of 968 yards. Last year he gained 525. 
But as a passer he had only 81 comple- 
tions for 1,057 yards and five TDs, giving 
his wide receivers cause to grumble and 
think of other places to play. 

Running, indeed, seems to be the 
Chicago strong point. There is little Carl 
Garrett (655 vards) and big Jim Harrison 
(370), and behind them are such as Joe 
Moore and Douglass himself. 

Receivers, though in Chicago they 
don’t really perform that task, include 
Earl Thomas, George Farmer, Tom Rey- 
nolds and Craig Cotton. Thomas was the 
team’s leader—with 24 catches. Farmer 
and Cotton (the tight end), caught 15 
and 13, respectively. 

Wayne Wheeler was the highest- 
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drafted offensive player, the team’s first 
selection on the third round. He is a wide 
receiver out of Alabama with super speed 
and good (6-2, 185) size. But even he 
can’t catch unthrown footballs. 

The offensive line is questionable, es- 
pecially considering that it is handi- 
capped by Douglass’ unorthodox ap- 
proach to the game. Tackles figure to be 
Randy Jackson and Bob Asher, though 
Lionel Antoine can make Jackson sit 
down simply by bringing his 6-6, 255- 
pound body into camp in some 
semblance of health. Glen Holloway, 
Bob Newton and Ernie Janet will fight 
for the two guard positions, with Newton 
a sure starter and Janet given a chance to 
unseat Holloway. Rich Coady will be the 
center. 

Defensively, there are bright spots and 
areas of clouds, and it will be one of 
Coach Abe Gibron’s most critical tasks to 
sort out the good players and give them 
positions to play. 

Dick Butkus’ status seems to be finally 
and irrevocably settled. Butkus’ an- 
nouncement of retirement and his filing 
of a law suit against the Bears ended the 
question of his playing future. Off the 
field, the bitterness will linger; on the 
field, the problem will be to find a 
replacement for the all-time middle 
linebacker whose nine-year career is 
over. 

Top draft pick Waymond Bryant, the 
fourth man chosen in the draft, is said to 
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be a sure-pop starter right away, and at 
6-3 and 236 he possesses magnificent size 
and speed. 

Doug Buffone and Jimmy Gunn are 
the listed starters on the outside, with 
Bob Pifferini, Gail Clark and Don Rives 
(who played in the middle last year) all 
given chances. 

Up front, things could be much worse. 
First of all, Mel Tom was acquired in 
mid-season last year and is one of the 
defensive ends. Then, first-round draft 
choice Wally Chambers responded to pro 
football as though he were playing 
around in a sandbox. He made it look 
easy, and he’s one of the tackles. Tony 
McGee at an end and Jim Osborne com- 
plete the starting foursome. 

Also on the roster is the other first- 
round choice, Dave Gallagher from 
Michigan. He’s 6-4, 245 and will get his 
chance at end. Just as important, he went 
through three years of varsity football 
with a 31-l-1 record. The Bears need 
such people. Gary Hrivnak, a high draft 
last year, will take aim at Osborne's 
tackle job. 

The secondary, while a bit anony- 
mous, played smoothly. Six-year veteran 
Garry Lyle is the free safety and in- 
tercepted five passes to lead the team. 
Rookie Craig Clemons won the strong 
safety position and impressed his coaches 
and opponents. Allan Ellis and Joe 
Taylor are the cornerbacks, with such as 
Charlie Ford and Bob Jeter figuring 
heavily as qualified backup personnel 
in the secondary. 

Gibron hopes to help himself with 
trades. He needs help on the offensive 
line, would go bananas for a proven 
quarterback and can help himself with 
an experienced wide receiver. “ But,” he 
cautions, “there is no need for a drastic 
overhaul. What I want to make is key in- 
dividual replacements here and there.” 

He can't trade Douglass, for too many 
power-structure people on the team (that 
means George Halas and his son, George 
Jr.) like him. But to keep him doesn’t 
necessarily mean to start him. They'll 
take a man who passes for a living. 
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1973 RECORD (3-11) 


17 Dallas 20 31 Green Bay 17 
13 Minnesota 22 7 Kansas City 19 
33 Denver 14 7 Detroit 30 
16 New Orleans 21 13 Minnesota 31 
6 Atlanta 46 0 Los Angeles 26 
10 New England 73 7 Detroit 40 
35 Houston 14 0 Green Bay 21 
SYMBOLS +t—Conference leader 
tt—Tied for conference lead 
PASSING 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct 
Douglass 174 «81 1057 63 5 7 46.6 
Huff 126 54 §25 -29' ‘3 8 42.9 


Roder 
Douglass 
Garrett 
Percival 
Thomas 


Garrett 
Douglass 
Harrison 
Moore 


Thomas 
Garrett 
Harrison 
Farmer 
Cotton 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 

TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 11 8 35 Lyle S625 0) 8 24r124 
5 0 0 30 Buffone a pee el ears 
5 0 0 30 Ford 2. 0)" 90) 641) 26:0 
0 10 6 28 Clemons 2.730) 10) Soietsid! 
4 0 0 24 

RUSHING PUNTING 


L Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Sense ee AVG Green 82+ 3321 62 405 
94 525 5 42 5.6 
100 1 47 37 
ee aan, Bolas PUNT RETURNS 


Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 


RECEIVING Hill 36 204 itt 72t 5.7 
nee ve TDs Lgst Avg 
4 343 4 38 14.3 ; 
23 292 0 39 127 KICKOFF RETURNS 
21 200 2 44 95 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
15 219 1 25 14.6 Garrett 16 486 0 67 30.4+ 
13. 186 O 63 14.3 Hill 27. ‘637° 1 ‘95 236 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College , 
QUARTERBACKS 
Douglass, Bobby 6-4 225 27 +6 Kansas 
Huff, Gary 6-1 200 23 2 Florida State 
RUNNING BACKS 
Garrett, Carl 5-10 210 27 6 New Mex. Highlands 
Harrison, Jim 6-4 235 26 4 Missouri 
Moore, Joe 6-1 205 25 3 Missouri 
Kosins, Gary 6-2 220 25 3 Dayton 
Lawson, Roger 6-2 215 24 3 Western Michigan 
Sanderson, Reggie ‘5-10 206 23 2 Stanford 
Taylor, Cliff 5-11 190 22 1 Memphis State 
RECEIVERS 
Reynolds, Tom(W) 6-3 200 24 2 SanDiegoState 
Thomas, Earl (W) 6-2. 215 25 4 Houston 
Cotton, Craig (T) 6-2 225 27 6 Youngstown 
Farmer,George(W) 6-4 214 26 5 UCLA 
Parsons, Bob (T) 6-5 234 24 3 Penn State 
Hill, Ike (W) 5-10 180 27 4 Catawba 
Wheeler, Wayne(W) 6-2 185 24 1 Alabama 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Asher, Bob (T) 6-6 260 26 4 Vanderbilt 
Jackson, Randy(T-C) 6-5 250 30 £8 Florida 
“Newton, Bob (G) 6-4 250 25 4 Nebraska 
Holloway, Glen (G) 6-2 255 25 5 ‘North Texas State 
Coady, Rich (C) 6-3. 245 29 5 Memphis State 
Janet, Ernie (G) 6-4 250 25 3 Washington 
Antoine, Lionel (T) 6-6 255 24 3. Southern Illinois 
Kinney, Steve (T) 6-5 255 25 2 Utah State 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Roder, Mirro (Pk) 6-1 218 30 2 None 
Percival, Mac (Pk) 6-4 220 34 8 Texas Tech 
Green, Bobby Joe(P) 5-11 175 38 15 Florida 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Tom, Mel (E) 6-4 249 33 8 San Jose State 
McGee, Tony (E) 6-4 250 25 4 Bishop 
Chambers, Wally(T) 6-6 250 23 2 Eastern Kentucky 
Osborne, Jim (T) 6-3 250 24 3 Southern 
Hale, Dave (E) 6-8 255 26 4 Ottawa (Kan.) 
Hrivnak, Gary (T) 6-5 248 23 2 Purdue 
Gallagher,Dave(E) 6-4 245 22 1 Michigan 
Rice, Andy (T) 6-2 250 32 7 Texas Southern 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Buffone, Doug (O) 6-2. 225 30 9 Louisville 
Gunn, Jimmy (O) 6-1 220 25 4 Southern California 
Bryant, Waymond(M) 6-3 236 22 1 Tennessee State 
Clark, Gail (O) 6-2 227 23 2 Michigan State 
Rives, Don (M) 6-2 215 23 2 TexasTech 
Pifferini, Bob (O) 6-2 226 24 3 UCLA 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Ellis, Allan 5-10 178 23 2 UCLA 
Taylor, Joe 6-0 200 33 £8 North Carolina A&T 
Ford, Charlie 6-3 185 25 4 Houston 
Roberts, Willie 6-1 190 26 2 Houston 
SAFETIES 
Clemons, Craig (S) §-11 200 25 2 lowa 
Lyle, Garry (W) 6-2 198 28 7 G. Washington 
Jeter, Bob (S) 6-1 200 37 12 lowa 


(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 
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Performance Quotlents 


Douglass is a fine runner; alas, quarterbacks must pass, too. Huff will 
be capable when he gains experience. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Garrett gave the team speed to the outside; he's hardier than he 
looks for up-the-middle forays. Harrison is powertul when well, but 
he has been brittle. Moore could develop into a starter if he stays 
sound, Lawson, Kosins and Sanderson are little more than bench- 
riders, but there is hope for Taylor, a powerfully built rookie. In all, 
this group is better than average rushing, blocking and receiving, but 
itis a bit thin behind the starters. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Most of the Bears’ receivers express unhappiness at the infrequency 
of Douglass’ passes. They have a right, since in Farmer, Thomas and 
Reynolds an explosive passing game might be fashioned. Reynolds 
has range and speed. Cotton: blocks well at tight end but could lose 
his job to bigger Parsons, Hill is dangerously quick, but can't seem 
to break through as a starter. Wheeler could become another fine but 
disenchanted wide man. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Size lives here, as well as a degree of talent. Newton, Janet and Hol- 
loway are the guard candidates, with Newton a sure starter and the 
other two are fighting it out. Asher is the team’s top lineman, while 
Jackson has experience and savvy. Coady is adequate at center. A 
big plus would be the emergence of Antoine, injured through most 
of his career. Kinney has a future. As a unit, they do a good job of 
run blocking, though not quite as good when pass blocking. But 
these young veterans could get better quickly. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Specialization to its ultimate is the case here. Roder handles long 
field goals, Percival the shorter ones. Neither was impressive. Green 
is one of NFL’s best (and oldest) punters. PERF. QT.: 3. 


McGee and Tom will start at the ends. Tom played well after coming 
over from the Eagles in mid-season of '73. Chambers, greatly im- 
pressive as a rookie, could become one of the league’s best. Os- 
borne is solid at the other tackle spot. Reserves will mount meaning- 
ful challenges for every job except Chambers’. Gallagher will get 
every chance to unseat McGee, Hrivnak has a valuable year's expe- 
rience and Hale is highly regarded by his coaches. Rice has expe- 
rience but may be in jeopardy. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Buffone and Gunn played well, but the big question here is how to 
replace Dick Butkus. Top draft Bryant will get every opportunity to 
step right in, with young Rives given only an outside chance to win 
the job. Clark and Pifferini constitute good depth. But so much 
depends on the Butkus-replacement issue that it is difficult to eval- 
uate this unit. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Taylor is experienced and performs respectably. Ellis seams to have 
the left side job cinched in his second year. And yet Ford played 
well there last season. Roberts will have to fight hard to make this 
team. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Clemons could be a star. Lyle surprised by playing so well in '73. 


The deep spots seem well taken care of, especially with old pro 
Jeter in reserve. And he could startin a pinch. PERF. QT.: 2. C) 
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LOS re RAMS 


John Hadi threw 22 Saichdowne for the NFC Western champions. 


The Rams, a blend of youth and age 
with more than just a dash of talent and a 
sprinkle of enthusiasm, surprised 
everyone in 1973 with a 12-2 record and 
the NFC’s Western Division cham- 
pionship. 

This year they'll surprise everyone if 
they don’t win it. What is more impor- 
tant, they'll disappoint themselves if they 
don’t go even further. Miracle-worker 
Chuck Knox, whose excellence as a first- 
year coach was rewarded with a new five- 
year contract, said, “We know what we 
can do. Now we have to simply do it.” 

If the Rams’ offense had to be de- 
scribed in one word, that word might be 
balanced. Or it might be dynamic. Then 
again, it might be explosive. So a com- 
promise: Los Angeles has a balanced, 
dynamic, explosive offense—and then 
some. 

It starts, of course, at quarterback. 
John Hadl was new in 73, haying moved 
up the coast from San Diego after giving 
the Ghargers what were thought to be 
the best 11 years of his career. That 
wasn't right—he gave the Rams the best 
year of his career, at age 33. 

But heroics are possible only with 
healthy men, and should an injury ax old 
John, there is trouble. Behind him are 
James Harris, embarking on his fifth 
season in the NFL but hardly ever a 
player, and a rookie leftover from last 
year, Ron Jaworski. 

To run the ball, Knox has Lawrence 
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(“Don’t Call Me Larry’) McCutcheon, 
who as a rookie gained 1,097 yards, and 
Jim (“Don’t Call Me James, I Guess’’) 
Bertelsen, who added 854. Tony (“Call 
Me Anything You Like”) Baker backs 
them up, having gained 344 yards with 
seven big TDs. There is also first-round 
rookie John Cappelletti (you may call 
him Heisman). 

Wide receivers? There was Harold 
Jackson, frequently called Fast Harold 
by the fans and the media and several 
less fragrant names by defensive backs. 
Jackson caught 40 passes, good for 874 
yards and 13 TDs. On the other side is 
Lance Rentzel, back from his one-year 
suspension, and aging Jack Snow. Bulky 
and talented Bob Klein (6-5, 235) is the 
tight end. 

The interior line has talent. It has 
experience. And boy, does it have age! 
Tackle Charlie Cowan is 36. Guard Joe 
Scibelli is 35. Center Ken Iman is 35. 
Guard Tom Mack, an All-Pro, is 30 and 
John Williams, the other tackle, is the 
baby at 28. 

Defensively, Coach Knox used skill, 
luck, waiver claims and a lot of sweet- 
talking to get a unit that played so well. 
Further, there is no reason to suspect it 
won't play even better in the ‘74 cam- 
paign. 

Up front, he'll start Fred Dryer and 
Jack Youngblood at the ends, Merlin 
Olsen (he’s 33) and Larry Brooks at the 
tackles. Enemy quarterbacks were sacked 


NFC 
West 


Prediction: 
First 


45 times last year, and often not just 
sacked but torn apart. 

Linebackers on this team are young. 
Also terrific. On the weak-side is All-Pro 
Isiah Robertson. In the middle is Jack 
Reynolds. On the strong-side one finds 
Ken Geddes. Reynolds and Geddes are 
26, Robertson 25. 

Robertson is the intriguing man in this 
area. He's 6-3 and will play between 225 
and 230. He hits like a truck, runs like 
the wind and intimidates like Erlichman 
and Haldeman. 

The secondary remains a standing 
tribute to Knox’s sleight-of-hand. He in- 
herited one veteran, Dave Elmendorf. 
He claimed two veterans for the $100 
waiver price, Steve Preece and Charlie 
Stukes. And he told one rookie, Eddie 
MeMillan, not to worry about guys like 
John Gilliam and Paul Warfield and 
Harold Carmichael and Charley Taylor. 

So he put Preece at free safety, Elmen- 
dorf at strong safety, McMillan on the 
right corner and Stukes on the left cor- 
ner, Shazam! The four of them played 
like glue, as if controlled by one mind. 

But less kind people will say it is 
relatively easy to be a deep back in this 
defense, what with all the mayhem going 
on courtesy of the front four and the 
linebackers. 

The kicking game is in capable hands 
(or is that feet?). David Ray led the 
league in scoring with 130 points, on 30 
of 47 field goals and 40 extra points. 
Punter Dave Chapple had a 40.8-yard 
average for 51 kicks, but gets good hang 
time and should be more effective now 
when aiming for the sidelines and the 
corners. 

The Rams lost to Dallas in the opening 
round of the 1973 playoffs, but the Cow- 
boys needed a Hail Mary pass from 
Roger Staubach to rookie Drew Pearson 
for an 83-yard TD that locked it up. 

The thought that lurks in Fantasyland 
now is that if the Rams get to the play- 
offs, they won't stop until they run out of 
games to win. 

And then maybe McCutcheon will let 
people call him Larry. 


1973 RECORD (12-3) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
23 Kansas City 13 29 New Orleans re TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
31 Atlanta 0 31 Sanfrancisco 13 Ray 0 40 30t 130t Stukes 5 104 0 42 20.8 
40 SanFrancisco 20 24 New Orleans 13. Jackson 13 0 0 78 McMillan 4 20) 0) 15 325-0 
31 Houston 26 26 Chicago 0 Baker 7 0 0 42 Robertson 3 57 1 49 19.0 
37 Dallas 31 40 New York Giants 6 Bertelsen 5 0 ie) 30 Reynolds 2 52 0 49 26.0 
24 Green Bay 7 30 Cleveland 17 McCutcheon 5 0 0 30 Preece 2 26) °0. (25° A125 
9 Minnesota 10 (Playoff) 
13 Atlanta 15 16 Dallas 
RUSHING PUNTING 
So Atts Yds TDs Lgst Av Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
SYMBOLS —Traded McCutcheon 210 1097 2 Se 5.2t Chapple 51 2079 65 40.8 
t—Conference leader Bertelsen 206 854 4 49 4.1 
tt—Tied for conference lead Baker 85 344 7 17 4.0 
**Smith fo 2901/2" 16::3:7 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Bertelsen 26 259 0 34 10.0 
Hat sic ee fd tpet Avg Elmendorf 22 187 0 30 85 
ackson 21.9 
PASSING McCutcheon 30 289 st 31 aa KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Klein 24) 28 © 2 (298 7332 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Hadl 258 135 2008 69 22 11 523 Bertelsen 19 267 1 44 14.1. Bryant 13 369 1tt 93 284 
Harris 11 fe 68 27 0O O 63.46 Snow 16 252 2 38 15.8 Scribner 11 3140 57 28.5 
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Pl a! 
t Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS ee se 
Hadl, John 6-1 214 34 13 Kansas 
Harris, James 6-4 210 27 § Grambling 
Jaworski, Ron 6-2 185 23 1 Youngstown 

RUNNING BACKS 
McCutcheon, Lawr. 6-1 205 24 2 Colorado State 
Bertelsen, Jim 5-11 205 24 3 Texas 
Baker, Tony 5-11 225 29 7 lowa State 
Cappelletti, John 6-1 217 21 1 PennState 
Josephson, Les 6-1 207 32 10 Augustana 
Scribner, Rob 6-0 200 23 2 UCLA 

RECEIVERS 
Jackson, Harold(W) 5-10 175 28 7 Jackson State 
Rentzel, Lance (W) 6-2 202 30 9 Oklahoma 
Klein, Bob (T) 6-5 235 27 +6 Southern California 
Snow, Jack (W) 6-2 190 31 10 Notre Dame 
Drake, Bill (W) 6-1 195 24 2 Oregon 
Caldwell, Jason(W) 6-1 192 22 1 N.C. Central 
Curran, Pat (T) 6-3 238 28 6 Lakeland 
Carson, Ananias(W) 6-0 166 22 1 Langston (Okla.) 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Cowan, Charlie (T) 6-4 265 36 14 New Mex. Highlands 
Williams, John (T) 6-3 256 28 7 Minnesota 
Mack, Tom (G) 6-3 250 30 9 Michigan 
Scibelli, Joe (G) 6-0 255 35 14 Notre Dame’ 
Iman, Ken (C) 6-1 240 35 14 Southeast Missouri 
Saul, Rich (G-C) 6-3 235 26 5 Michigan State 
Schuh, Harry (T) 6-3 260 31 10 Memphis State 
Oliver, Al (T) 6-6 270 21 1 UCLA 
Allison, Hank (G) 6-3 255 27 3 SanDiego State 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKERS 
Ray, David (Pk) 6-0 195 29 6 Alabama 
Chapple, Dave (P) 6-1 180 27 4 Cal-Santa Barbara 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Dryer, Fred (E) 6-6 240 28 6 San Diego State 
Youngblood, Jack(E) 6-4 250 24 4 Florida 
Olsen, Merlin (T) 6-5 265 33 13 Utah State 
Brooks, Larry (T) 6-3 255 24 3 Virginia State 
Olsen, Phil (E) 6-5 265 26 4 Utah State 
Nelson, Bill (T) 6-7 270 26 4 Oregon State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
Robertson, Isiah(O) 6-3 225 25 4 Southern 
Geddes, Ken (O) 6-3 235 26 4 Nebraska 
Reynolds, Jack(M) 6-1 232 26 5 Tennessee 
Stein, Bob (O-M) 6-3 235 26 6 Minnesota 
Kay, Rick (O) 6-4 235 24 2 Colorado 
Youngblood, Jim(M) 6-3 229 24 2 Tennessée Tech 
Peterson, Jim (O) 6-5 240 24 #1 San Diego State 


(O)—Outside Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
McMillan, Eddie 
Stukes, Charlie 
Simpson, Bill 
Clark, Al 
SAFETIES 
Elmendorf, Dave (S) 
Preece, Steve (W) 
Bryant, Cullen (S) 
(S)—Strong-side 


6- 
6- 
6- 
6- 
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6-1 
6-1 
6-1 


(W)— 


(M)—Middle Linebacker 


190 22 2 Florida State 

212 30 8 Maryland State 
180 22 1 Michigan State 
185 26 4 Eastern Michigan 
195 25 4 Texas A&M 

195 27 6 Oregon State 
210 23 2 Colorado 


Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


Hadl is much more than adequate. He blends experience, ability and 
top condition so that his age won't matter yet. But Harris is not 
enough and Jaworski is untested. PERF. QT.: 2. 


This is the best stable in the conference. McCutcheon and Bertelsen 
both run inside with power, outside with speed. Baker is a smart 
close-in runner. Cappelletti is highly regarded and will make up 
for Larry Smith’s absence. Josephson seems ready to retire. Scribner 
was a rookie with speed. McCutcheon and Bertelsen are superb 
receivers and blockers as well as ball carriers. PERF. QT.: 1. 


Jackson is called by many the most alll te ect wide man in the 
NFC. He has great speed and hands plus the knack of getting clear 
in zone coverage. Klein is a super blocker and better than average 
receiver. The Rams are counting heavily on a return to form of 
Rentzel atter his suspension. Snow may be a problem if he is 
counted on for heavy duty; he hasn't much speed left. Drake may 
get a shot at defensive back. The team has high hopes for Caldwell. 
Carson has a chance. Curran adequately backs Klein. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Mack is without question the top guard in the league. Scibelli and 
Cowan considered retirement, but are coming back for a Super 
Bowl chance. Both are more than good if they avoid injury. Williams 
is young, strong and still learning. Iman is a proved top center who 
also faces a potential age problem. Saul and Schuh are the top re- 
serves. Oliver is a highly regarded rookie with outstanding size. 
Allison remained on the reserve list all of '73; he also has potential. 
There appears to be enough depth here, though quality falls after 
the starters. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Ray led the league in scoring with 130 points; he converted 30 of 
47 field goals. Chapple gets good hang time. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Dryer finally realized his potential and became an outstanding end, 
better than Youngblood but not by much. Merlin Olsen is remarkable 
in that he keeps his age hidden and is still one of the NFL’s top 
tackles. Brooks was a bit of a surprise; he plays with strong in- 
side moves. Phil Olsen is a capable fill-in. Nelson has great size and 
is learning to utilize it. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Robertson is among the best hitters in the league; he covers passes 
well, shows new understanding of the game. Geddes is still a bit sus- 
pect but he played well last year. Reynolds did a good jobin the 
middle; he's another youngster with promise. Stein is a eel hitter, a 
good replacement. Kay showed some ability. Youngblood showed 
even more. Peterson's size is intriguing. This is a young group that 
will get better. PERF. QT.: 2. 


McMillan was a rookie last year and amazed observers with his 
progress. Stukes amazed, too, because he was waived to the Rams. 
Simpson is a solid contender for a job, though a bit light. Clark has 
experience but must be considered the fourth man. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Elmendorf is a prize—dependable and hard to fool. Preece can be 
taken but he blended in well behind the front four and the line- 
backers. Bryant should have progressed further. PERF. QT.: 3. 


© 
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ATLANTA FALCONS: 


, NFC 

» West 
Prediction: 
Second 


Dave Hampton rolled up 997 yards for the Falcons. 


With three games left to play in the’73 ~ 


season, the Atlanta Falcons owned an 8-3 

record. They appeared to have a playoff 

berth wrapped up, especially since the 

final three opponents had names that 

sounded like Buffalo, St. Louis and New 
_ Orleans. 

In addition, the Falcons were on a 
seven-game winning streak entering 
those final three games, a span in which 
they had beaten the likes of Minnesota, 
Los Angeles and. . . and, well, it all went 
to hell. 

The Bills did the first damage, taking a 
17-6 game. Then the lowly Cards won 
their outing, 32-10, and by the time 
Atlanta finally won again, beating New 
Orleans, 14-10, it was too little and too 
late. 

What would you do now, if you were 
Coach Norm Van Brocklin? 

Probably nothing. He has chosen to 
write off that collapse as the result of a 
young team, an inexperienced team, 
facing true pressure for the first time. 
Going into 1974, therefore, very little has 
been changed or altered. And with 
reason, since the Falcons have a young 
and talented team that must now be 
given the chance to grow together, as a 
unit. But if a collapse should take place 
again this season, Norman will probably 
do a lot. Like get fired. 

Offensively, Van Brocklin will go with 
young Bob Lee at quarterback, the kid 
who took the job from Dick Shiner after 
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four games (1-3) and won eight of the 
next 10, Shiner is gone, having been 
replaced as a backup by Pat Sullivan. 

To run the ball, Van Brocklin has Dave 
Hampton and Eddie Ray, plus a backup 
group of which Art Malone is top man, 

Wide receivers are good—and should 
get better. From last year’s collection 
come Tom Geredine, Louis Neal, Al 
Dodd and Ken Burrow. The latter pair 
were starters until they got hurt. Then 
the two rookies, Geredine and Neal, got a 
chance. They did nicely. And now there 
is rookie Gerald Tinker, the team’s first 
draft pick, who has run the 100-yard dash 
in 9.1. 

Tight end is Jim Mitchell, a hulking 6- 
1, 286-pounder who might be the best in 
the conference (and who signed with the 
WEL for 1975), backed up by Larry 
Mialik. 

The interior line is now a well-func- 
tioning unit, young and big. Bill Sande- 
man and George Kunz are the tackles, 
Andy Maurer and Dennis Havig the 
guards, Jeff Van Note the center. Len 
Gotshalk, Ted Fritsch and Nick Bebout 
provide bench strength. Kunz is an All- 
Pro, Sandeman and Maurer could be 
soon. 

Defense, once a sick joke in Atlanta, 
now makes others ill. 

Take the front four, for example. The 
lightest man on the line is end John Zook, 
and he weighs in at 249 (and stands 6-5). 
The others are Claude Humphrey (6-5, 


265), Mike Lewis (6-4, 261) and Mike 
Tilleman (6-7, 278). Humphrey, of 
course, is an annual Pro Bowl partici- 
pant, 

A healthy Tommy Nobis mans the 
middle linebacker spot, flanked by Greg 
Brezina and Don Hansen. Van Brocklin 
feels he has three outstanding replace- 
ments, too, in Duane Benson, Lonnie 
Warwick and Ken Mitchell. He's 
probably right. 

The secondary, to no: one’s surprise, 
has become a superb unit. Ken Reaves is 
the senior citizen, a veteran of eight 
seasons. He’s on the left corner. Tom 
Hayes is on the right corner, with Ray 
Brown the strong safety and Clarence 
Ellis the free safety. These four stole 14 
passes in 1973, led by Brown's six. 

What Van Brocklin has to do is get 
consistency out of his offense. Lee was 
good but is still relatively young and un- 
tested. Malone, a 6-0, 216-pounder, is 
explosive but was hurt and missed five 
games, Burrow and Dodd both missed 
games (Burrow sat out for five, Dodd 
missed only one full contest but was ab- 
sent for parts of several others). 

And then there is the matter of the 
end-of-season disaster. 

“We started to believe everybody 
when they said how good we were,’ Van 
Brocklin said in his uniquely acid 
fashion. “We believed the press and the 
other players and the television people 
and even the shady ladies of Peachtree 
Street. The kids had their heads turned, 
and other teams knocked them off.” 

But the Falcons seem ready for a flag 
run now, tempered by their ordeal and 
experience in 1973, 

They also found a kicker last year, 
rookie Nick Mike-Mayer, who was 
successful on 26 of 38 field goal tries and 
scored 112 points. Johnny James, a 
second-year punter, built a healthy 42.6 
average. : 

If it comes to toes, the Falcons are in 
good shape. Now they have to start 
paying less attention to the shady ladies 
and more to the teams from St. Louis and 
Buffalo. 


1973 RECORD (9-5) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
62 New Orelans i 15 Los Angeles 13 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 Los Angeles 31 44 Philadelphia 27 ~Mike-Mayer 0 34 26 112 #£4zBrown 6 99 0. 24 16:5 
6 Detroit 31 20 Minnesota 14 Ray 11 0 0 66 Hayes 4 142 2t 65 35.5 
9 San Francisco 13 28 NewYorkJets 20 Burrow 7 0 0 42  Brezina 3 51 0 36 17.0 
46 Chicago 6 6 Buffalo 17. ~Hampton 5 0 0 30 .~=s Ellis 2 90 0 48 45.0 
41 San Diego 0 10 St. Louis 32 Reaves 2 200) “ihe tO 
17 San Francisco 3 14 New Orleans 10 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Av. PUNTING 
SYMBOL + —Conference leader Hampton 263 997 4 25 38 Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Ray 96 434 9 17 4.5 James 63 2682 72+ 42.6 
Malone 76 336 2 14 44 
PUNT RETURNS 
RECEIVING Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Recs Yds TDsigst Avg Brown 40f 360t 0 57 9.0 
J. Mitchell 32 420 0 50 13.1 Dodd 8! GS Dire 28. 816 
Burrow 31 567 7 57 18.3 
PASSING Hampton 25 273 1 22 10.9 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Dodd 19 291 0 25 15.3 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Lee 230 120 1786 57 10 8 52.2 Ray 19 192 2 39 10.1 Washington 20 4382 0 30 21.6 
Sullivan 26 14 175 21 1 0 53:8 Malone 19 177 1 #33 9.3 Hampton 11 258 O 42 23.5 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt = Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Lee, Bob 6-2 201 28 6 Pacific 
Sullivan, Pat 5-11 201 24 3 Auburn 
McQuilken, Kim 6-2 203 23 1 Lehigh 
RUNNING BACKS 
Hampton, Dave 6-0 202 27 6 Wyoming 
Ray, Eddie 6-2 240 27 5 LSU 
Malone, Art 6-0 216 26 5 Arizona State 
Highsmith, Don 6-0 205 26 5 Michigan State 
“Wages, Harmon 6-1 212 28 6 Florida 
Matthews, Henry 6-3 212 25 3 Michigan State 
Kendrick, Vince 6-0 223 21 1 Florida 
RECEIVERS 
Burrow, Ken (W) 6-0 191 26 4 SanDiego State 
Dodd, Al (W) 6-0 178 29 7 N.W. Louisiana 
*Mitchell, Jim (T) 6-1 236 27 6 Prairie View 
Neal, Louis (W) 6-4 215 24 2 Prairie View 
Geredine, Tom (W) 6-2 189 24 2 N.E. Missouri 
Tinker, Gerald (W) 5-9 170 23 1 KentState 
Mialik, Larry (T) 6-1 226 24 3 Wisconsin 
Childs, Henry (T) 6-2 223 23 1 Kansas State 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Sandeman, Bill (T) 6-6 265 32 9 Pacific 
Kunz, George (T) 6-6 268 27 6 Notre Dame 
Havig, Dennis (G) 6-2 256 25 3 Colorado 
Maurer, Andy (G) 6-3 247 26 5 Oregon 
Van Note, Jeff (C) 6-2 247 28 6 Kentucky 
Gotshalk,Len(G-T) 6-4 259 24 3 Humboldt State 
Fritsch, Ted (C) 6-2 242 24 3 St. Norbert 
Bebout, Nick (T) 6-5 260 23 2 Wyoming 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Mike-Mayer, Nick (Pk) 5-9 187 24 2 Temple 
James, John (P) 6-3 200 25 3 Florida 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Humphrey, Claude(E) 6-5 265 30 7 Tennessee State 
Zook, John (E) 6-5 249 27 6 Kansas 
Lewis, Mike (T) 6-4 261 25 4 Arkansas AM&N 
Tilleman, Mike (T) 6-7 278 30 8 Montana 
Marx, Greg (T-E) 6-4 260 24 2 Notre Dame 
Manning, Rosie (T) 6-5 255 25 3 N.E. Oklahoma 
Walker, Chuck (T) 6-3 261 33 11 Duke 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Brezina, Greg (O) 6-1 221 28 6 Houston 
Hansen, Don (QO) 6-2 228 30 8 illinois 
Nobis, Tom (M) 6-2 243 30 9 Texas 
Benson, Duane (O) 6-2 220 29 8 Hamline 
Warwick, Lonnie(M) 6-2 240 32 10 Tennessee Tech 
Mitchell, Ken (O) 6-1 224 26 2 Nevada-Las Vegas 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Reaves, Ken 6-3 209 30 9 Norfolk State 
Hayes, Tom 6-1 198 28 4 San Diego State 
Spencer, Maurice 6-0 175 22 1 N.C. Central 
SAFETIES 
Brown, Ray (S) 6-2 202 25 4 West Texas State 
Ellis, Clarence (W) 6-0 190 24 3 Notre Dame 
Easterling, Ray (S) 6-0 192 25 3 Richmond 
Plummer, Tony (S-W) 5-10 187 27 5 Pacific 


(S)—Strong-side 
*“—WEL 1975 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


Lee played the last 10 games—losing two. But he still is relatively 
unproven, though potentially sound. Sullivan must be lacking some- 
thing, since McQuilken was a No. 3 pick. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Hampton, one of the best, has quickness and strength. Ray is a huge 
fullback with predictable power and a nose for the end zone. Malone 
wants that job back, but may have trouble getting it. Highsmith is 
a new face (fram Green Bay) and has versatility. Wages, a veteran 
do-everything, did a WFL singing. Matthews, little-used for two 
seasons, can be a factor now. Kendrick is thought of as another 
Strong fullback. The depth is good here. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Burrow and Dodd were the starters going into 1973. Both were 
hurt, though they played well before that. Then Neal and Geredine 
came through as a matched set of fleet rookies. Mitchell is one of 
the top tight ends in the business. Tinker, the top draft pick, is 
diminutive but terribly fast. Childs, another rookie, has size and can 
challenge Mialik. There will be a Donnybrook for the wide receiver 
Spots, but whoever wins will help the team and whoever loses pro- 
vides ample bench riches. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This is a young, somewhat faceless, but nevertheless solid unit. 
Kunz and Sandeman provide outstanding tackle play, while Maurer 
and Havig showed progress and played at a much higher level than 
they had before. Van Note came along at center and now has the 
job locked up, Gotshalk, Fritsch and Bebout don't seem able to 
break through, but they have youth and size and will help the bench. 
Kunz was an All-Pro (not for the first time). Maurer sometimes has 
problems with quick defensive tackles, but who doesn’t? PERF. QT.: 2. 


Mike-Mayer came through as a rookie and solved an old problem. 
James, a second-year man, punted competently. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Humphrey and Zook combine to give the Falcons perhaps the best 
end team in the NFC. Lewis and Tilleman might be the biggest tackle 
tandem in the business. All four had good seasons. Humphrey is the 
class of the unit, a perennial All-Pro. Zook isn't far behind, and 
he benefits from the presence of the other three. Marx showed some 
ability as a rookie, while Manning and Walker (a pro veteran) can 
push for jobs but will wind up as reserves. PERF. QT.: 7. 


Nobis in the middle solves most problems, while Brezina and Hansen 
don't cause any. All three are mobile and mean, with Hansen espec- 
ially delighting in the violent hit. Nobis stayed clear of injury, a critical 
factor to Falcon success, and all three work well behind the out- 
standing front line. Benson and Warwick comprise good bench se- 
curity, while Mitchell has potential for improvement. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Reaves, at 30, is the dean of the secondary. He's still very good. 
Hayes is better than very good if he continues to play as he did 
in ’73. Spencer is a promising third round draft pick. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Brown had six interceptions, the second-best figure in the conter- 
ence, and has size, speed and toughness. Ellis loses to no one in 
straight-away speed. Easterling could start for other teams. Plummer 
is an able reserve. PERF. QT.; 2. (@)) 
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ME ORLEANS SAINTS 


ey! 


A funny thing happened to the New 
Orleans Saints on their way to another 
embarrassing season in 1973. 

It didn’t happen. 

Instead, John “Ringling North got 
the coaching job late in the summer, 
brought in some experienced players 
from other teams, waited through a dis- 
astrous learning period (the Saints lost 
their first two games by a composite 
score of 102-10) and suddenly saw his 
teachings take hold. 

From a 2-11-1 nightmare in 1972 the 
Saints climbed to 5-9 in 1973, and now 
with youth, experience and a touch of 
talent, there is a decided up-trend in 
their future. But, being realistic, North 
does not expect to be competitive, 
however, until the rest of the pieces can 
be fitted together. “We're all through 
with those wholesale changes,” he says. 
“We know what we have and we know 
what we need.” 

Offensively, North upgraded his run- 
ning back supply by obtaining Joe Profit 
from Atlanta and Jess Phillips from Cin- 
cinnati. They turned out to be the Saints’ 
top two ground gainers in the second half 
of the season, with Phillips leading the 
team for the year with 663 yards. 

He also acquired tight end John Beas- 
ley from Minnesota and wide receiver 
Jubilee Dunbar from San Francisco. 
Beasley paced the team with 82 catches 
while Dunbar averaged a hefty 1974 
yards a reception. 
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ae 
John ey led the Saints with 32 receptions in '73. 


Archie Manning, of course, is still the 
quarterback . . . still a dangerous weap- 
on both passing and running with the 
ball. Behind him is a gaping hole, with 
just Bobby Scott and rookie Larry Cipa 
listed. Clearly, North is gambling that 
nothing happens to the dynamic 
redhead. 

Dunbar and Bob Newland are to be 
the starting wide receivers. Beasley is the 
tight end, with Len Garrett and rookie 
Paul Seal providing competition. 

Profit and Phillips are the runners, 
backed by Bill Butler, mini-mite Howard 
(5-5) Stevens and Odell Lawson. Rookie 
Rod McNeill is another who has a future. 
Profit, a former No. 1 pick by Atlanta, is 
the key here. He can be a good one, or an 
expensive mistake. 

Inside, the Saints are building a young 
blocking unit. Carl Johnson at left tackle 
and right guard Royce Smith are in their 
third years. Don Morrison, the right 
tackle, is a four-year player, leaving John 
Didion and Del Williams as the 
“veterans” of the line. 

The offense, then, is mediocre to good, 
But it is clearly superior to offenses the 
Saints used to field, even when they had 
star wide receiver Danny Abramowicz. 

Defense is another matter. It’s good 

. and could be better than that. 

The front four shows Billy Newsome 
and Joe Owens at the ends, Bob Pollard 
and Elex Price at the tackles. Newsome 
came from Baltimore last year and was 


NFC 


West 


Prediction: 


Third 


an immediate star. Pollard has started 
since opening day of his rookie camp, 
and young Price took over as a rookie last 
season and neyer stopped. 

Moreover, this area may be New 
Orleans’ deepest. Waiting for turns in 
the pits are 6-7, 260-pound Steve Baum- 
gartner; 6-4, 260-pound Derland Moore; 
and agile, maybe-a-linebacker Andy 
Dorris, 6-4 and 230. 

Linebacking, too, should develop into 
a competition among qualified people. 
At the moment, the three starters will be 
Joe Federspiel in the middle, flanked by 
Jim Merlo and Wayne Colman. A 

Federspiel, who won the job as a 
rookie in ‘72, showed continued im- 
provement last year. Merlo was a rookie 
last year, a 6-1, 225-pounder who hits a 
ton. Colman is the veteran, 6-1 and 220 | 
with agility and some knowledge of pass 
coverage. 

But lurking ominously in the wings is 
No. 1 draft pick Rick Middleton, a 6-2, 
228-pounder via Ohio State. He'll be 
behind Merlo for now, but could well 
push Federspiel in another year. 

The secondary? Color it young, over- 
populated and hungry. 

On the corners are Bivian Lee and Er- 
nie Jackson. At the safeties are Tommy 
Myers and Johnny Fuller. And waiting to 
regain jobs they held before getting hurt 
are Hugo Hollas and Jerry Moore. 

Hollas missed the entire season with a 
knee that required the knife, while 
Moore was plagued with a pulled 
stomach muscle. He missed all of four 
games and was subpar for the other 10. 
Jackson, Myers and Lee each came up 
with three interceptions. 

Bill McClard, the placekicker, and 
punter Steve O'Neal are inconsistent, 
but they have shown ability at points in 
their careers. 

What do the Saints need? They could 
use solid running, better pass receiving, 
more progress from the offensive line 
and some help from the outside line- 
backers. 

Given all that, 
have a winner... 


New Orleans could 
and all that jazz. 


1973 RECORD (5-9) 


7 Atlanta 62 13 Buffalo 0 
3 Dallas 40 7 Los Angeles 29 McClard 
10 Baltimore 14 14 San Diego 17. Dunbar 
21 Chicago 16 13 Los Angeles 24 Newland 
20 Detroit 13 10 Green Bay 30. “Feller 
0 San Francisco 40 16 SanFrancisco 10 Butler 
19 Washington 3 10 Atlanta 14 
SYMBOLS »°*—Combined Atlanta-New Orleans 
record es 
*e®—Combined Minnesota-New Orleans *Profit 
record Manning 
eB i} 
PASSING Newland 
Atts Comp Yds LgstTDs Ints Pct Dunbar 
Manning 267 140 1642 65 10 12 52.4 Phillips 
Scott 54 18 245 42 3 33.3 Butler 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 9 13 «48 Jackson 3 40,0 -23 13;3 
4 0 Oo 24 Myers 3. 38° 07:20) 11:0 
4 0 Ol Wea Merlo 3, 25 O 16 83 
0 7 4 19 Lee SB 28. Ov 42) H:7 
3 0 B 18 
RUSHING PUNTING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
198 668 0 20 3.3 O'Neal 81 93375 71 41:7 
87 348 1 19 4.0 
90 329 2 22 3.7 
63 2938 2 23 47 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Stevens Ie” 474) XO 37 1G 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg Winslow 5 a7 08 TF 9A 
32 2838 2 15 88 
29 489 4 42 16.9 KICKOFF RETURNS 
23 447 4 65 19.4 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
22 169 0 34 7.7 Stevens 26 590 0 48 22.7 
19 125 2 16 66 »Profit 8 144 0 26 18.0 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS : 
Manning, Archie 6-3 215 25 4 Mississippi 
Scott, Bobby 6-1 200 25 3 Tennessee 
Cipa, Larry 6-3 209 22 1 Michigan 
RUNNING BACKS 
Profit, Joe 6-0 213 25 4 N.E.Loulsiana 
Phillips, Jess 6-1 210 27 7 Michigan State 
Butler, Bill 6-0 210 24 3 Kansas State 
Stevens, Howard 5-5 165 24 2 Louisville 
Lawson, Odell 6-2 205 24 4 Langston (Okla.) 
McNeill, Rod 6-2 219 23 1 Southern California 
RECEIVERS 
Dunbar, Jubilee(W) 6-0 196 25 2 Southern 
Newland, Bob (W) 6-2 190 25 4 Oregon 
Beasley, John (T) 6-3 228 29 7 California 
Winslow, Doug(W) 5-11 181 23 2 Drake 
Thomas, Speedy(W) 6-1 170 27 46 Utah 
Garrett, Len (T) 6-3 230 26 4 NewMex. Highlands 
Seal, Paul (T). 6-4 213 22 1 Michigan 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Johnson, Carl (T) 6-3 255 24 3 Nebraska 
Morrison, Don (T) 6-5 260 24 4 Texas-Arlington 
Smith, Royce (G) 6-3 255 25 3 Georgia 
Williams, Del(G-C) 6-2 250 28 8 FloridaState 
Didion, John (C) 6-4 255 26 6 Oregon State 
Thompson, D.(G-C-T) 6-4 260 24 4 Clemson 
Robinson, Craig(T) 6-4 250 25 3 Houston 
(T)—Tackle © (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
McClard, Bill (Pk) 5-10 202 24 3 Arkansas 
O'Neal, Steve (P) 6-3 185 28 6 TexasA&M 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Newsome, Billy (E) 6-5 260 26 5 Grambling 
Owens, Joe (E) 6-2 250 27 5 AlcornA&M 
Pollard, Bob " 6-3 250 25 4 Weber State 
Price, Elex (T 6-3 260 24 2 AlcornA&M 
Baumgartner,S.(E) 6-7 260 23 2 Purdue 
Moore, Derland (T) 6-4 260 22 2 Oklahoma 
*Billingsley, Ron (T) 6-8 288 29 7 Wyoming 
Dorris, Andy (E) 6-4 230 23 2 NewMexico State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Merlo, Jim (O) 6-1 225 22 2 Stanford 
Colman, Wayne(O) 6-1 220 28 7 Temple 
Federspiel, Joe(M) 6-1 235 24 3 Kentucky 
Hall, Willie (O) 6-2 225 24 3 Southern California 
Palmer, Dick (O) 6-2 232 26 5 Kentucky 
Middleton, Rick(O) 6-2 228 22 1 OhioState 
Kingrea, Rick (M) 6-1 230 25 4 Tulane 
(O)—Outside Linebacke (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Jackson, Ernie 5-10 175 24 3 Duke 
Lee, Bivian 6-3 200 26 4 Prairie View 
Fink, Mike 5-11 185 23 2 Missouri 
SAFETIES 
Myers, Tom (S) S-11 184 23 93 Syracuse 
Fuller, Johnny (W) 6-0 185 28 . 7 Lamar 
Ramsey, Nate (S) 6-1 200 33 12 Indiana’ 
Moore, Jerry (W) 6-3 208 25 4 Arkansas 
6-1 


Hollas, Hugo (W) 
(S)—Strong-side 
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28 


4 


Rice 
(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


Manning had a super season and finally got some help trom his 
teammates, too. Scott and Cipa are untested reserves. Cipa figures 
to be on the reserve squad this season. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Protit and Phillips were the starters as the Saints finally found two 
backs of NFL caliber. Both have shortcomings but are ahead of the 
rest. Butler is no more than a reserve, Stevens is fun to watch 
because of his height but can't start regularly. Lawson is stron 
but erratic. McNeill may push tor the No. 3 spot. One super bac 
would make this offense click. PERF. QT.: 3. 

Dunbar and Newland, like Profit and Phillips, provided some per- 
manence to the offense. Newland is the better receiver, Dunbar has 
more speed. Beasley came from the Vikings to win a regular job. 
Winslow and Thomas are no more than bench help, Garrett will be 
pushed hard by rookie Seal, but neither is going to touch Beasley, 
who paced the team with 32 receptions. Newland was close with 
29, for 489 yards. Reserves are weak. PERF, QT.; 4. 


At least there is youth here. Smith and Morrison might be the best 
of the group now that long-time veteran Jake Kupp has retired, John- 
son is growing into his job at tackle, while Williams is a veteran who 
has shown remarkable late progress. Didion isn’t bad at center, 
though he might lose his job to Thompson, an acquisition trom 
Detroit. Robinson is the best of the young reserves. There’s not 
much depth here, and it’s going to hurt. PERF. QT.: 4. 


McClard scored only 48 points, after winning the job in mid-season. 
O'Neal suffers as a punter. PERF. QT.: 5. 


This is a fair-to-good unit which should improve with experience. 
Newsome came from the Colts and added quality to the Saints’ 
front line. Owens and Pollard continued to show growth as pros, 
while Price was a revelation as a rookie. There is good potential 
among the reserves, especially with Baumgartner (great size) and 
Moore (super quickness). Billingsley has opted for the WFL (in '75), 
but he can play if his attitude is right. Dorris, who showed some 
ability, can also expecta trialasa linebacker. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Merlo made it as a rookie, and made it big. Colman is an anonymous 
veteran who plays a rugged game. Federspie! withstood a series of 
challenges, emerged as the man in the middle and did a solid 
job. Hall looks like the top sub; Palmer is a journeyman. Middleton, 
the first-round draft choice, has a big future. Kingrea has had 
chances before. The strongest overall factor here is youth, and 
Coach North may work in some more via Middleton. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Jackson Is a hard-hitting, quick-moving, far-ranging defender. Lee 
has nice size and is a head-hunter with good speed. Fink is an able 
backup, but there is a depth problem here. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Myers may be the team’s best defensive player. He has everything. 
including a knack for finding the ball. Fuller has some experience, 
some speed. Hollas, a 1972 starter, missed the entire season and 
Moore was injured for much of '73. Ramsey could find himself forced 


into retirement. PERF. QT.: 2. C) 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


Dan Abramowicz helped the 49ers after coming from the Saints. 


This: is one of those strange, almost un- 
readable teams that evaluators are faced 
with every season. 

On the surface, the San Francisco out- 
look is not hopeful. Nor, on the other 
hand, is it woeful. It could be a question 
of old age causing a collapse, or of 
experience asserting itself, 

So, treading on tenuous tiptoes, a 
rebuilding year—of sorts—is predicted. 
With a whole bushel of “ifs 

One of the few givens is that veteran 
quarterback John Brodie has retired, 
Another is that his heir apparent, Steve 
Spurrier, has failed often in the past 
when given a chance. But was he looking 
over his shoulder? Did Coach Dick 
Nolan react to adversity too quickly and 
summon Brodie? 

Those things remain to be seen. But if 
Spurrier, now 29, can’t do it, then the 
49ers are in a deep hole. Behind him is 
little-used Joe Reed, who has had 
chances, also, without delivering. 

Running, too, will be a problematical 
area, Vet fullback Ken Willard was 
traded, to St. Louis. That would seem to 
leave Vie Washington and Larry 
Schreiber as the starters. But Schreiber 
was injured last year and has to prove his 
knee is sound, and two of the first four 
draft choices were running 
backs—Alabama’s Wilbur Jackson and 
Kansas’ Del Williams. And Sammy John- 
son, a 217-pounder from North Carolina, 
was a fourth-round selection. 
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Wide receiving seems no problem, 
with Gene Washington on one end and 
Danny. Abramowicz on the other. Terry 
Beasley, out all last season, is back and 
job-hunting. 

Ted Kwalick won’t be WFL-bound 
until 1975, which insures top tight end 
production this season, Behind him is 
Dick Witcher, another 1975 WFL-er, 
and a hulking rookie, No. 2 pick Keith 
Fahnhorst, a 6-6, 254-pounder who’s also 
a tackle. 

The interior line is set-—just wind it up 
and watch them block. 

Center Forrest Blue is the anchor, sur- 
rounded by guards Randy Beisler and 
Woody Peoples, tackles Len Rohde and 
Cas Banaszek or John Watson. Jean Bar- 
rett, Edgar Hardy and Fahnhorst will 
back up. 

All right. Big problems here at 
quarterback, potentially big ones at run- 
ning back. 

Defensively, some indecision but no 
major woes unless the blood disease that 
tackle Bob Hoskins contracted forces him 
into retirement. 

The front four will be Tommy Hart, 
Cedrick Hardman and Hoskins, Rolf 
Krueger, rookie Bill Sandifer or Stan 
Hindman, who retired in 1972 and is 
trying to make a comeback. Tackle 
Charlie Krueger retired after 15 years. 

Linebackers? Another source of an- 
noyance to Nolan. 

First there is Dave Wilcox, the strong- 


NFC 
West 


Prediction: 
Fourth 


side All-Pro; then there is young Willie 
Harper, who inherited the weak-side job 
when Skip Vanderbundt was hurt. The 
problem is the middle, and Coach Nolan 
is thinking of having Frank Nunley, 
Vanderbundt and Jim Sniadecki fight it 
out and taking the winner. Harper, then, 
seems secure. Wilcox is an untouchable. 

The secondary should provide an in- 
teresting battleground, too. Mike Simp- 
son, last year’s free safety, has been 
traded, and his job, of course, must be 
filled. The other three spots all list in- 
cumbent starters—Jimmy Johnson on 
the left corner, Bruce Taylor on the right 
and Mel Phillips at strong safety. This 
will be Johnson’s 14th year, and perhaps 
the once-incomparable performer will be 
slowed down. If so, the whole secondary 
can come apart. 

Windlan Hall started at free safety late 
last season and now has the first crack at 
permanently claiming the position. 
However, Ralph McGill has been used as 
a backup for all four positions and could 
beat out Hall. 

Mike Holmes, the top draft choice in 
1973, was injured in the pre-season 
schedule and missed the entire cam- 
paign. He figures to back up at corner- 
back this year. 

Nolan's chief responsibility, it seems, 
is to realign the starting positions. He has 
the Spurrier-Reed choice at quarter- 
back. He must somehow unravelthe run- 
ning backs and come up with two who 
start. (To this end, Vie Washington is an 
almost certain regular unless hurt. He 
was the team’s leader with 534 yards 
gained last season.) Add to this the age 
of offensive lineman Rohde (86) and 
such defensive personnel as Johnson, 
Wilcox and Phillips. 

The kicking game is good—Bruce Gos- 
sett is the placekicker, young Tom Wit- 
tum the 43.7-yard punter. 

But it all comes back to Spurrier. He 
holds the answers to almost every ques- 
tion this team poses for 1974. If he makes 
it, the team is poised and experienced. If 
he doesn't, cracks will widen and games 
will be lost. 


1973 RECORD (5-9) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
13 Miami 21 20 Detroit 30 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
36 Denver 34 9 Washington 33 Gossett 0 26 26 104 Taylor G? [4G -Ort22) 35.0 
20 Los Angeles 40 13 Los Angeles 31 Y.Wash'ton 8 0 0 48 Johnson 4 46 O. 30 11.5 
13 Atlanta 9 20 Green Bay 6 Kwalick 2) 0 0 30 Wilcox 2 TA) (OF S10!" 87H 
13 Minnesota 17 38 Philadelphia 28 Hall 2 0 0 12 
a Ned Orleans 0 MS Nabe 48 Spurrier 2 0 0 12 
tlanta 17 4 Pittsburg G.Wash'ton 2 0 0 12 
**Willard ge wD PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
SYMBOLS *—Retired RUSHING Wittum 79 3455+ 62 43.7+ 
**_Traded Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
+—Conference leader eM coe ge 14 ae : = ay 
«—Combined New Orleans-San ar . 
Bee eure mee enna ‘Thomas 56 259 1 16 46 PUNT RETURNS 
Cunningham 44 165 1 12 38 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Schreiber 42 163 0 13 39 Taylor 15 207 O 61 13.8t 
Kwalick a7 799 eee gee 
walic 8 15. 
PASSING G.Wash'ton 37 606 2 58 ste KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct *Abramowciz 37 460 1 54 12.4 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Spurrier 167 83 882 58 4 7 52.9 V.Wash'ton 33 238 0 20 7.2 V.Wash'ton 24 549 0 38 22.9 
*Brodie 194 98 1126 66 3 12 505 **Willard 22 160 1 26 7.3 McGill 17 374 0 43 22.0 
—— eee 
OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College Performance Quotlents 
QUARTERBACKS 
Spurrier, Steve 6-2 200 29 8 Florida Spurrier hasn't been able to hold the job in previous opportunities. 
Reed, Joe 6-1 192 26 3 Mississippi State Reed is unpredictable. PERF. QT.: 4. 
RUNNING BACKS 
Washington, Vic 5-11 194 27 4 Wyoming Washington, the team’s best back, has'speed, power, is a fine pass 
Schreiber, Larry 6-0 209 26 4 Tennessee Tech catcher and adequate blocker, Ken Willard’s position is up for grabs 
Cunningham, Doug 6-0 195 29 68 Mississippi after his trade, Schreiber, coming off knee surgery, may not be 
Jackson, Wilbur 6-1 205 23 1 Alabama the answer even if he’s healthy. Wilbur Jackson, Williams and John- 
Williams, Del 6-1 197 23 1 Kansas son are highly regarded rookies who'll get chances all summer. Cun- 
Atkins, Dave 6-1 194 25 2 Texas-El Paso ningham and Atkins are just spares. Randy Jackson, who looks like 
Jackson, Randy 6-0 220 25 3 Wichita State a blocking back only, deserves consideration because of that talent. 
Johnson, Bene 6-1 217 21 1 North Carolina There are too many question marks here. PERF. QT.: 4. 
RECEIVER: 
Abramowicz, Dan(W) 6-1 195 29 8 Xavier(Ohio) Abramowicz is able to get tree without great speed, because he has 
Washington, Gene(W)6-2 185 27 6 Stanford plenty of savvy. Washington is feared for his breakaway ability, sure 
*Kwalick, Ted (T) 6-4 226 27 6 PennState hands, Kwalick, one of the top tight ends, is a WFL jumper. Still, 
Beasley, Terry (W) 5-10 182 24 2 Auburn he'll start. Beasley missed the entire '73 season with an ankle injury. 
*Witcher, Dick (T) 6-3 210 29 9 UCLA Witcher, a capable fill-in, and Isenbarger, the team’s versatile sub, 
“Isenbarger, John(W) 6-3 196 27 5 Indiana are other WFL signees. Fahnhorst may also get a trial at offen- 
Fahnhorst, Keith(T) 6-6 254 22 1 Minnesota sive tackle. PERF. QT.; 3. 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Banaszek, Cas (T) 6-3 256 28 7 Northwestern This is one of the league's best lines, assuming Rohde doesn't 
Rohde, Len (T) 6-4 248 36 15 Utah State tee! his age. Belsler and Peoples are solid guards. Banaszek, some- 
Beisler, Randy (G) 6-5 244 29 9 Indiana what injured last year, is a good one. Blue js a quality center, and 
Peoples, Woody(G) 6-2 250 31 7 Grambling with Watson, Hardy and Barrett, the depth is more than adequate. 
Blue, Forrest (C) 6-5 261 29 7 Auburn Peoples and Blue are the most consistent performers here, with 
Watson, John (T-G-C) 6-4 253 25 4 Oklahoma Rohde's long experience an advantage—unless the years suddenly 
Hardy, Edgar (G) 6-4 242 23 2 Jackson State catch up with him. Watson is the most Intriguing of the reserves; 
Barrett, Jean (C-T) 6-6 254 23 2 Tulsa he could get Rohde’s or Banaszek’'s job. PERF. QT.: 2. 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Gossett, Bruce(Pk) 6-1 227 32 11 Richmond Gossett is a superb placekicker. Wittum earned plaudits as a rookie 
Wittum, Tom (P) 6-1 190 24 2 Northern Illinois punter. The kicking game is as good as any. PERF. QT.: 1. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Hardman, Cedrick(E) 6-4 251 25 #5 NorthTexasState Charlie Krueger has retired, which seems to give his job to younger 
Hart, Tommy (E) 6-4 249 29 7 Morris Brown brother Rolf. Hart and Hardman are outstanding ends, with Belk a 
Krueger, Rolf (T) 6-4 253 26 6 TexasA&M more-than-capable reserve who would be a starter on most teams. 
Hoskins, Bob (T) 6-4 251 29 5 Wichita State Hoskins showed strength and surprising speed’ as a regular and 
Belk, Bill (E) 6-4 242 28 7 Md.-EasternShore should retain his status despite a serious illness he contracted. If 
Sandifer, Bill (T) 6-6 278 22 1 UCLA Krueger can’t do the job (and he hasn't until now), huge rookie 
Raines, Mike (T) 6-6 255 21 1 Alabama Sandifer could be thrust into a starting berth. Hindman Is back from 
Hindman, Stan (T) 6-3 233 30 7 Mississippi retirement. Raines could be asleeper. PERF. QT.: 3. 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Wilcox, Dave (O) 6-3 234 31 11 Oregon Wilcox is All-Pro caliber and has been for years. But there are 
Harper, Willie (O) 6-2 215 24 2 Nebraska troubles elsewhere. Harper was a rookie starter and lacks size. 
Nunley, Frank (M) 6-2 229 28 8 Michigan Vanderbundt and Nunley have been starters and may again be. 
Vanderbundt, Skip(M)6-3 224 27 6 Oregon State Sniadecki, a WFL signee, is just not adequate. Hunt is almost no 
*Sniadecki, Jim (M) 6-2 228 27 426 Indiana factor here but is a good special teams man. The retirement of Ed 
Hunt, Charlie (O) 6-2 212 23 2 FloridaState Beard will hurt, unless either Vanderbundt or Nunley regain their 
Fulk, Mike (O) 6-3 229 23 1 Indiana former abilities. Fulk could have a future. PERF. QT.: 3. 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Johnson, Jimmy 6-2 188 36 14 UCLA Johnson has been one of the very best—and may still be despite his 
Taylor, Bruce 6-0 180 26 5 Boston University years. Taylor has been a continuing disappointment. Holmes, the 
Holmes, sto 6-1 181 24 #1 Texas Southern No. 1 dratt in 1973, will push him hard. PERF. QT.: 3. 
SAFETIES 
Phillips, Mel (S) 6-2 191 32 9 North Carolina A&T Phillips played well; he’s a proven competitor. Hall has good range 
Hall, Windlan(W-S) 5-11 175 24 3 Arizona State but he'll have his hands full fighting off McGill. Neither one is 
McGill, Ralph (W) 5-11 186 24 Tulsa Pro Bowl material, however. PERF. QT.: 3. 
) 


3 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 
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$500 
PRIZE 

CAN BE 
YOURS: 


The CORD SPORTFACTS Series of magazines offers you a golden opportunity to display 
your sports knowledge and win a $500 prize—a United States Savings Bond. Just fill out the 
Sportfacts Triangle at the right and you can win it all! Not only may you win this prize, but 
you get a chance to test your pro football knowledge against the experts’. And besides, 
you'd be trying to figure out the answers to the SPORTFACTS Triangle’s questions for 
yourself and your friends—for free. So try your hand—and your football knowledge— 
against fellow fans, and the $500 prize can be yours! Remember to read the rules below be- 
fore completing the SPORTFACTS Triangle. Remember, too, that there’s no hurry. You 
don’t have to enter this contest until the races for team and individual honors have taken 
shape. All entries must be postmarked no later than midnight, Dec. 9, 1974. And the 
winner??? The $500-prize SRORTFACTS fan will be notified by telegram within 90 days 
of the time that the correct answer to the SPORTFACTS Triangle’s questions become 
official. 


a RR I 
CORD SPORTFACTS Contest Rules: 


1. Allentries must be postmarked no later than midnight, Dec. 9, 1974. 

2. Entries may be written on the accompanying Triangle form or on a postcard or plain piece of paper. You may 
enter this magazine as many times as you wish; all entries that are submitted will receive equal consideration. Cop- 
ies of this magazine may be examined at our offices without charge. Office address: CORD COMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION, 25 West 43 Street, New York, N.Y. 10036. 

3. No employees or relatives of employees of CORD COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION are eligible to enter this 
contest. 

4. This contest is void where prohibited. 

5. Decisions of the judges are final. 

6. Inthe event of a tie in the number of correct answers involving teams that will win the various conference titles 
and the professional football title, the questions concerning individual players, in the top half of the Triangle, will 
be judged. In the event that a tie still exists in the number of questions answered correctly, the entry with the 
earliest postmark will be judged the winning one. In the event that no entry contains all the correct answers, the 
earliest postmarked entry with.the highest number of correct answers will be judged the winning one. 
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ATTENTION! 


Do you want to know all of the correct 
answers and the name of the winner of this 
contest as soon as the contest is judged? 

If you do, check the box below 
and enclose 25¢ to cover cost of 
postage and handling. 

1 My 25¢ is enclosed. 

Please send me the correct 
answers and the name 

of the contest winner 

as soon as the con- 

test is judged. 


THE WINNERS of last year’s 
CORD SPORTFACTS Triangle . 
Contest published in PRO FOOT- 
BALL GUIDE were Jeff Svoboda 


$500 


prize 
can be yours 
for correctly 
completing this 


CORD 
SPORTFACTS 


contest Triangle! 


of Covina, Calif.; Richard Mce- 
Laughlin of Portland, Ore.; Elwyn 
Vaughn, Sr. of Elmira, N.Y.; and 
Louis Manning of North Holly- 
wood, Calif. 


SPECIAL OFFER! 

Reserve your copy of the 
next issue of Cord 
Sportfacts PRO FOOTBALL 
GUIDE 1975. Enclose $1.00 
for each copy and we'll 
pay for postage and 
handling. 

Total enclosed: 


ee eee 
Name the NFC passing leader 
for 1974 


Name the AFC passing leader 
for 1974 


= Se ee eee 
Name the NFC interception leader for 1974 


Name the AFC kickoff return leader for 1974 


Bonus questions—to be counted and judged only in case of ties 


Super Bow! winner 


National National Conference American _ American Conference 
Conference Championship Conference Championship 


Champion Runner-up Champion Runner-up 


Name the two other National Conference Playoff Name the two other American Conference Playoff 
teams—the two teams eliminated in the teams—the two teams eliminated in the 
National Conference Divisional Playoffs American Conference Divisional Playoffs 


PLEASE PRINT: 

YOUR NAME 
YOUR ADDRESS 
CITY 


SCALES oe Zs 


Mail your entries—complete with your name and address—to CORD COMMUNICATIONS ©) 
CORPORATION, SPORTFACTS 506 CONTEST, 25 WEST 43 STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036. 
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Minnesota's star 
wide receiver 

hopes that Miami 
makes it to the 

Super Bowl again—to 
face the Vikings 


1 es really rooting for the Miami 
Dolphins this season, not because they 
have, suddenly become my idols but 
because we want another chance at them 
in the Super Bowl. 

Right, I think my team, the Minne- 
sota Vikings, can get back there, and as 
sweet as it would be to finally win a 
Super Bowl, it would be even nicer if it’s 
Miami we can beat. 

The Dolphins did a job on us last year, 
a perfect job. They were hot, and every- 
thing they tried worked just beautifully. 
But they weren’t that much better than 
us, and they're not now, and it’s up to us 
to prove it. 

Miami ran the ball on us, which we 
knew they would do. But they were able 
to do it, and as a result they controlled 
the tempo of the game. You can’t put 
your offense to work when it’s sitting on 
the bench, and you can’t use all your 


— ae | By John Gilliam 
La aa Wide Receiver 
5 Minnesota Vikings 


Gilliam credits a great 
deal of the Vikings’ 
1973 success to rookie 
sensation Chuck 
Foreman, 44, left, and 
star quarterback 

Fran Tarkenton, right. 


plays—plays you know will work—if 
you're not on the field. 

We just weren't in the game long 
enough—our offense, I mean. We didn’t 
have many plays, and we didn’t have 
much time. And once they got ahead of 
us, they were able to eat up the clock and 
we had to try to catch up. It’s hard to do 
that when the other defense knows what 
your options are. We couldn't set any- 
thing up, or take our time, because we 
just didn’t have much time. 

Listen, I don’t mean to downgrade the 
Dolphins. They are a fine, fine team. But 
we knew all about their off-tackle plays 
and their sweeps and those medium- 
range passes. We knew about them, but 
we didn’t stop them. Plays don’t win 
games, players do, and when you get to 
the Super Bowl it’s kind of stupid to 
change anything that got you there. So 
nothing they did surprised us. They just 
executed better than we did. 

In a way, they had the kind of game 
against us that we had against Dallas to 
win the NFC championship. We were 
hot then. All the plays worked. All the 
breaks came our way. [Bob] Griesé called 
a perfect, beautiful game, and_ his 
runners were hot. His blockers did their 
job, everything worked and we got 
blown out. 

That happens far more often than you 
would think in a game between two 
evenly matched teams. One gets ahead, 
gets a few good plays, and the other has 
to press. When you change your game 
plan, more often than not you do it 
because you're trailing. And you lose. 

But as hot as Miami was against us that 
Sunday, we could have played them the 
day before or the day after and it would 
have been our turn. I just don’t think 
they're that much better than we are, 
and [ want another chance to prove it. 

I didn’t even feel real bad after that 
game. They played it perfectly, and you 
have to realize nothing we did that day 
would have been able to change matters. 
If we lost a really close game, or one of 
those games when we did everything 
right but managed to lose, I'd have felt a 
whole lot worse. They came right at us 
and we didn’t stop them fast enough. 
That's all there was to it. 

About our chances to get back this 
year: I think they're great. Sure, we play 

continued on page 92 


1974 PRO FOOTBALL 


FIRST WEEK FOURTH WEEK SEVENTH WEEK 

Sunday, Sept. 15 Sunday, Oct. 6 - Sunday, Oct. 27 

Baltimore at Pittsburgh ——_ Atlanta at New York Giants Baltimore at Miami 
Dallas at Atlanta Baltimore at New England Chicago at Buffalo 
Cleveland at Cincinnati Buffalo at Green Bay Dallas at New York Giants 
Detroit at Chicago Denver at Kansas City __— Denver at Cleveland 
Los Angeles at Denver Detroit at Los Angeles Green Bay at Detroit 
Miami at New England _____ Minnesota at Dallas Houston at Cincinnati 
Minnesota at Green Bay New Orleans at Chicago Kansas City at San Diego 
New York Jets at Kansas City Oakland at Cleveland Los Angeles at New York Jets 
Philadelphia at St. Louis Philadelphia at San Diego New England at Minnesota 
San Diego at Houston Pittsburgh at Houston Oakland at San Francisco 
San Francisco at New Orleans St. Louis at San Francisco Philadelphia at New Orleans 
Washington at New York Giants Washington at Cincinnati Washington at St. Louis 


Monday, Sept. 16 Monday, Oct. 7 Monday, Oct. 28 


—+—- 


Oakland at Buffalo New York Jets at Miami Atlanta at Pittsburgn 
SECOND WEEK FIFTH WEEK EIGHTH WEEK 
Sunday, Sept. 22 Sunday, Oct. 13 Sunday, Nov. 3 


Atlanta at Miami 
Buffalo at New England 
Cincinnati at Baltimore 
Dallas at St. Louis Cleveland at San Diego 
Houston at Minnesota Houston at New York Jets 
Los Angeles vs. Green Bay at ______ Minnesota at Chicago 
Milwaukee New Orleans at Detroit 
—__. Miami at Washington New York Giants at Kansas City 
New England at New York Jets Oakland at Denver 
New Orleans at Denver Philadelphia at Pittsburgh —____ 
New York Giants at Phila: St. Louis at Dallas 


Buffalo at Baltimore 
—____ Chicago at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Cleveland 


Green Bay at Baltimore 
Houston at Cleveland 
Kansas City at Oakland 
___—. Miami at Buffalo 
Minnesota at Detroit 
New England at New York 
Giants 
New Orleans at Los Angeles 
New York Jets at Chicago 
Pittsburgh at Denver 
St. Louis at Washington 


San Diego at Cincinnati delphia Washington at Green Bay 
San Francisco at Atlanta Pittsburgh at Kansas City —____ Monday, Nov. 4 
Monday, Sept. 23 San Diego at Oakland Los Angeles at San Francisco 
Dallas at Philadelphia Monday, Oct. 14 
San Francisco at Detroit NINTH WEEK 
THIRD WEEK Sunday, Nov. 10 
Sunday, Sept. 29 SIXTH WEEK Atlanta at Los Angeles 


Sunday, Oct. 20 
Baltimore at New York Jets 
Cincinnati at Oakland 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Minnesota 
Kansas City at Miami 
New England at Buffalo 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
New York Giants at Washington 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
St. Louis at Houston 


Chicago vs. Green Bay at Mil- 
waukee 
Cleveland at New England 
Denver at Baltimore 
Detroit at Oakland 
Houston at Buffalo 
Miami at New Orleans 
New York Jets at New York 
Giants 
______ Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 
San Diego at Kansas City 


Atlanta at New Orleans 
Baltimore at Philadelphia 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Cincinnati at San Francisco 
Cleveland at St. Louis 
Detroit vs. Green Bay at Milwaukee 


Kansas City at Houston 
Los Angeles at New England 
_____ Miami at San Diego 
New York Giants at Dallas 
New York Jets at Buffalo San Diego at Denver San Francisco at Dallas 
Oakland at Pittsburgh San Francisco at Los Angeles Washington at Philadelphia 
Monday, Sept. 30 Monday, Oct. 21 Monday, Nov. 11 


Denver at Washington __—— Green Bay at Chicago Minnesota at St. Louis 
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SCHEDULE-SCORECARD 


TENTH WEEK 
Sunday, Nov. 17 
Baltimore at Atlanta 
Buffalo at Miami 
Cincinnati at Houston 
Dallas at Washington 
Green Bay at Minnesota 
Los Angeles at New Orleans 
New York Giants at Detroit 
New York Jets at New England 
Oakland at San Diego 
Pittsburgh at Cleveland 
——— St. Louis at Philadelphia 
San Francisco at Chicago 
Monday, Nov. 18 


Kansas City at Denver 


ELEVENTH WEEK 
Sunday, Nov. 24 
Atlanta at San Francisco 
Buffalo at Cleveland 
Chicago at Detroit 
Dallas at Houston 
Denver at Oakland 


——— Miami at New York Jets 
—__— Minnesota at Los Angeles 
New Erigland at Baltimore 
Philadelphia at Washington 
St. Louis at New York Giants 
San Diego at Green Bay 
Monday, Nov. 25 

Pittsburgh at New Orleans 


TWELFTH WEEK 
Thursday, Nov. 28 


Denver at Detroit 
Washington at Dallas 


Sunday, Dec. 1 
Baltimore at Buffalo 
Green Bay at Philadelphia 
Houston at Pittsburgh 
Kansas City at St. Louis 
Los Angeles at Atlanta 
New England at Oakland 
New Orleans at Minnesota 
New York Giants at Chicago 
San Diego at New York Jets 
San Francisco at Cleveland 
Monday, Dec. 2 


Cincinnati at Miami —___ 


' ___— Chicago at San Diego 


Kansas City at Cincinnati : 


THIRTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, Dec. 7 
Atlanta at Minnesota 
Cleveland at Dallas 
Sunday, Dec. 8 

Buffalo at New York Jets 


FOURTEENTH WEEK 
Saturday, Dec. 14 

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at Kansas City ___ 
Dallas at Oakland _- 


Sunday, Dec. 15 

Buffalo at Los Angeles 
——_— Chicago at Washington 
Cleveland at Houston 
Denver at San Diego 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Green Bay at Atlanta 
New England at Miami 
New Orleans at San Francisco 
New York Giants at St. Louis ____ 
New York Jets at Baltimore 


Detroit at Cincinnati 
Green Bay at San Francisco 
Houston at Denver. 
—___— Miami at Baltimore 
Oakland at Kansas City ___ 
———— Philadelphia at New York 

Giants 
——_— Pittsburgh at New England 
St. Louis at New Orleans 
Monday, Dec. 9 


Washington at Los Angeles 


POST-SEASON CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 
Saturday, Dec. 21 


American Conference Divisional Playoff 


vs. —~ 


National Conference Divisional Playoff 
vs. 


Sunday, Dec. 22 


American Conference Divisional Playoff 
vs. 


National Conference Divisional Playoff 
vs. 


Sunday, Dec. 29 


American Conference Championship Game 
SS ae 


National Conference Championship Game 


——— s  _____ VS. 
Sunday, Jan. 12 


Super Bowl IX CC) 
vs. : 


O.J. Simpson still had a lot of sleep 
in his voice. He had arisen early after 
having flown 3,000 miles for his first 
serious workout in months. 

“The 1974 football season, ” he was 
saying, “is going to be a vacation for me. 
Getting hit by Nick Buoniconti, Mike 
Curtis and cats like that may even seem 
like a pleasure. 

“All I want is to settle in one place 


O.J. broke the rushing mark 
set by Jim Brown in the 
season finale against the Jets. 


55 


Simpson’s 2,003 yards 
came on 332 carries. 
He averaged an 
incredible six yards 

an attempt in '73 

and scored 12 touchdowns. 
Among O.J.’s other 

records were 11 games in 
which he gained over 

100 yards, most yards 
gained in one game, 

250, and he helped his 
team to a new mark 

of 3,088 yards gained 

in a season. 
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where I don’t have to be too many places 
at a certain time, make airplane 
schedules, have people meet me in 
limousines and live a hectic life.” 

The hectic life of O.J. Simpson began 
the day after the 1973 season, less than 
24 hours after he had finished shattering 
Jim Brown’s all-time record for yardage 
gained by a runner in a single National 
Football League season. That was the 
moment prophesied for him back in the 
late °60s, when he terrorized every 
college defense in America. 

Here was the man, they said, who was 
going to break the Heisman Trophy jinx. 
This was the collegiate superstar who was 
going to be just as good—even better 


—when he got into the pro ranks. 

For three NFL seasons that prophecy 
sounded hollow. In 1972 it had some 
validity. In 1973 it reached full fruition. 

In 1973, possibly the final year in the 
era of the running back, Simpson was vir- 
tually unstoppable. There was a celebra- 
tion by the opposing defense if he failed 
to gain 100 or more yards against them. 
For a generation, the standard of 
excellence by which a ground gainer’s 
season was measured was 1,000 yards. 
He changed that, doubling the spectacu- 
lar target. 

It all started on a September after- 
noon in Schaefer Stadium in Foxboro, 
Mass. The New England Patriots were 


leading Simpson's Buffalo Bills in the 
first quarter of their opening game of the 
season. O.J. had started in reasonable 
fashion, a few yards gained here, a few 
yards there. 

Then the call in the huddle was 


“sweep right.” Reggie McKenzie, the 


tall, lithe guard, pulled out of the line 
and led the interference toward the right 
sideline. Simpson took the hand-off from 
quarterback Joe Ferguson and tucked in 
right behind McKenzie. 

The guard pivoted a step beyond the 
mass of colliding bodies at the line of 
scrimmage and then belted an ap- 
proaching cornerback. O.J. darted to the 
outside off McKenzie’s block. Line- 


backer Steve Kiner dove to make the 
tackle, but could not fasten onto Simp- 
son’s elusive hip. Tackle Dave Rowe 
rushed over to help out Kiner, but Simp- 
son slid from both of them and blazed 
into the clear. 

All of a sudden it was a foot race be- 
tween him and two New England defen- 
sive backs. O. J. Simpson just doesn’t lose 
foot races in the NFL. He was off on an 
80-yard touchdown run. 

The Bills had gone into the game with 
the idea of using Simpson as a decoy, 
allowing the Pats to swarm after him and 
then giving fullback Larry Watkins the 
brunt of the ball-carrying assignments on 
counter plays that would take him 


against the flow of the pursuit which O.]. 
was sure to attract. 

Sure enough, Watkins had an excel- 
lent day, rushing for more than 100 
yards. But the “decoy” plan had to be 
abandoned because of the sheer mag- 
nificence of Simpson when he was given 
the ball. 

By the time the afternoon ended he 
had 250 yards, the highest total ever 
compiled by a runner in a single NFL 
game. Willie Ellison held the previous 
record, 247 yards. 

After one month of play in the regular 
season, the Bills were one of the featured 
conversation piéces of pro football. 
Losing had become a way of life for them 
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over the previous half-dozen years, but 
now they were tied with Miami for first 
place in the Eastern Division of the 
American Conference with four victor- 
ies in their first five games. 

Since 1966, no Buffalo team ever had 
won more than four games in an entire 
season! 

“All I kept hearing was ‘O.J., the one- 
man team,’ says Simpson. “I appre- 
ciate the compliments, but I wasn't a 
one-man team. I had been in Buffalo for 
four seasons before 1973 and we hadn't 
won then. 

“T'm afraid that the stars get too much 
blame when a team loses and too much 
credit when it wins. There were a lot of 
other reasons for the Buffalo Bills’ 
success last year other than my play.” 

Example No. 1 of what Simpson talks 
about was the fellow who finally gave 
O.J. the opportunity to run the way he 
did in his Southern California collegiate 
days—Coach Lou Saban. 

Saban had coached the Buffalo club in 
the early and mid "60s, when the Bills 
knew the only success they ever had as a 
pro team. He inherited a young outfit 
with little discernible talent back in 1962. 
After losing his first five games that first 
year, his Bills finished with a rocket at 
their tail, winning seven and tying one of 
their last nine games. 

In 1964 and ‘65 he won back-to-back 
championships in the American League, 
which later merged with the NFL. Then, 
a few days after his second title, he 
resigned to re-enter college coaching at 
the University of Maryland. 

He came back to the pros a short time 
later, developed Floyd Little as a pro 
runner at Denver and, eventually, 
rejoined the Bills in 1972. Buffalo was 
the worst team in football at the time, 
winning only a single game the year 
before. 

Saban’s antidote was to construct a 
feasible running game around O.J. He 
drafted McKenzie that year and picked 
up Dave Foley, a big tackle who had 
been a bust as a No. | draft choice for the 
Jets. Foley was rehabilitated under Sa- 
ban. Behind them and a makeshift 
offense, Simpson streaked to his first 
1,000-plus season, 1,251 yards, and the 
ground-gaining championship of the 
NFL. 

The Bills won only four games that 
year, but finished with a flash, knocking 
Detroit out of the playoffs with a tie and 
upsetting Super Bowl-bound Washing- 
ton in the finale. It was the first time Buf- 
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falo had won the final game of the season 
since Saban’s first administration in Buf- 
falo and it gave the young Bills a future 
to ponder, 

Saban again drafted for linemen, 
picking Paul Seymour of Michigan and 
Joe DeLamielleure of Michigan State in 
the first round. He traded for Mike 
Montler of New England and converted 
him from a slow guard to a powerful, ef- 
ficient center. 

He patiently waited for them to 
develop during the exhibition season. 
Buffalo lost all six games, but Seymour 
was shifted to tight end where he started 
and Joe D. won the first-string job at 
guard. 

By the time the season began, with the 
New England game approaching, Saban 


had what he wanted: a suitable aceom- — 


paniment for Simpson’s unique skills. 

Game by game the team matured and 
progressed. The gauge was the first Mon- 
day night TV game ever played by the 
Bills. It was against Kansas City, a team 
with a veteran, rugged defense and a 
team that had never been defeated on 
the Monday night spectacular. 

But the difference in this Simpson and 
this Buffalo team was evident almost im- 
mediately. The Chiefs fumbled on their 
first possession and, after recovering on 
the KC 15, the Bills went after that 
veteran defense methodically and primi- 
tively. If was a drive-blocking, nose-to- 
nose confrontation, which Buffalo won. 
Simpson blew into the end zone in a 
flash. 

Minutes later, on KC’s second posses- 
sion, middle linebacker Jim Cheyunski 
intercepted a Lenny Dawson pass and 
returned it to the KC 4-yard line. The 
Bills’ attackers went after their foes just 
as they had earlier, and O.J. juked past 
Curley Culp, the quick KC tackle, for his 
second touchdown. 

The Bills then played the type of game 
that took them to within an eyelash of a 
playoff spot in "73—the conservative, 
close-to-the-vest ball-control offense by 
which they protected a lead. It was a 
classic steal from their Miami rivals, but 
it worked. 

“How many times did the Juice carry 
tonight?” asked Saban, after the Bills 
had tucked away a 23-14 victory, The 
answer was that Simpson had set an- 
other NFL record, 39 carries in one 
game, one more than the old standard set 
by Harry Newman of Detroit back in 
1935. 

“Well, you could never say we don’t 


use him enough,” grinned Coach Saban. 

Use of the Juice put the Bills back in 
the playoff picture after they had 
slumped to the .500 level with three 
straight losses at mid-season, But the use 
of Simpson had a twist. Saban had hand- 
cuffed his starting quarterback, rookie 
Joe Ferguson, to reduce his margin of 
error to the barest minimum. The Bills 
put the ball into the air only out of com- 
plete necessity. 

Eventually, the opposing defenses 
caught on, They overplayed the Buffalo 
running game and beat the Bills. But 
when Saban loosened the handcuffs, 
Simpson was the beneficiary since the 
opposition then had to show some re- 
spect for Fergy’s arm. 

By the time the Patriots paid a visit to 
Buffalo on the second-to-last Sunday of 
the season, the Bills were in the thick of 
the playoff race and Simpson was 280 
yards away from Jim Brown’s historic 
NFL rushing record, 1,863 yards set in 
1963. 

But by the time O.J. had donned his 
pads and came out to inspect the 
AstroTurf in brand-new Rich Stadium, 
slushy snow was falling steadily. “Oh, 
no!’ anguished Simpson. “All I wanted 
was an even chance,’ 

As it turned out, it was the Pats who 
had less than an even chance. O.J. didn’t 
get to carry the ball until late in the first 
quarter, and then he lost three yards. But 
everything after that came up roses. 

The crusher came midway through the 
third quarter when the Bills ran their 
deadly sweep right. O.J. cut back against 
the flow of the pursuit, darted back along 
the sidelines, back to the center of the 
field again and blazed 71 yards. That was 
followed by a 28-yard run and one of 27, 

When the game was over the Bills had 
a 37-13 victory, Simpson a 219-yard day 
and he stood just 61 yards away from 
Brown's record. 

The final game of the season in New 
York was played in weather similar to 
that of the New England game, but O.J. 
performed on the slippery surface like 
Peggy Fleming. 

By the middle of the first quarter he 
had broken Brown's record. By the mid- 
dle of the fourth quarter he had reached 
Nirvana for a pro runner—2,003 yards. 

This season the NFL rules have been 
changed to, in Simpson's words, “give 
the game back to the passers.” 

We may never see another year of the 
runner like the one O.J. Simpson 


experienced in 1973. ©) 


Pe AMERICAN 
= FOOTBALL 
CONFERENCE 


The 13 teams that make up the 
AFC are described on the 
following pages in a comprehensive 
reference guide that will aid 

you as you follow your favorite 
club through the 1974 season. 
Our coverage of each team includes 
a detailed analysis, vital 

statistics from the previous year, 
a detailed personnel chart that 
lists veterans and most promising 
rookies in each position, and 
Sportfacts Performance Quotients. 
In these we rate every unit on 
offense and defense—quarterbacks, 
running backs, receivers, 
linemen, kickers, linebackers, 
cornerbacks and safeties—on a 
scale of 1 to 5. A unit that’s 

best or tied for best in the 
league merits a 1; 2 equals 
excellent; 3 is good; 4 is 

fair; and 5 is poor. The teams 
are shown in the order in which 
we predict they will finish 

the season. The winning team 

in each division of course 
qualifies for the playoffs. The 
team we predict will fill the 
wild-card slot is the Cincinnati 
Bengals. And who will win 

the conference title and a trip 

to the Super Bowl? We 

believe this year's AFC 
representative to the world 
championship game will again 

be the Miami Dolphins. 
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MIAMI DOLPHINS 


*« . = 


Larry Csonka swoops low to avold a Minnesota tackler. 


Riess than 24 hours after the Dolphins 
won their second straight World Cham- 
pionship last January, some Miamians 
were speculating that “this one brief mo- 


ment of Camelot’ would soon evaporate. 


They saw ominous signs. The Dol- 
phins weren't even out of their pads 
when they were talking of holdouts, 
players moving to other teams and the 
promise of what the World Football 
League might hold, financially, for 
them. 

Then, late in March, things started to 
happen. 

The bombshell came in Toronto one 
Sunday when the Toronto Northmen 
(later to become the. Memphis South- 
men) of the WFL signed All-Pro wide 
receiver Paul Warfield, running back Jim 
Kiick and the Super Bow! hero, fullback 
Larry Csonka—an enormous portion of 
the Miami offense. 

What followed was a polarization of 
Miami's fans and organization. Bumper 
stickers started appearing that 
demanded, “‘Bench Csonka, Kiick and 
Warfield,” although, other fans un- 
derstood that the three players had 
received offers they couldn't turn down. 

The polarization came to a head late 
last spring when Coach Don Shula and 
Club President Joe Robbie became in- 
volved in an ugly public spat at a Dol- 
phins’ award banquet. 

Robbie exploded at Shula for arriving 
late at the dais and Shula, embarrassed at 
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being rebuked publicly, threatened to 
knock Robbie on his expletive deleted. 

But, despite all the bickering, the 
Dolphins have more than enough tools to 
win everything again if they are hungry 
enough, 

The Dolphins remain in possession of 
the quarterback many NFL watchers 
consider the best in the business, Bob 


. Griese. With Griese operating behind 


one of the best offensive lines in the 
league, there are all sorts of ways for the 
Dolphins to score. 

Mercury Morris may rank behind O.J. 
Simpson as the league's outstanding out- 
side runner. Shula’s task is to uncover a 
partner for him once Csonka leaves. Ben 
Malone, the smallish but blocky full- 
back from Arizona State, may be tried in 
the Csonka spot, but his size is 
questionable for this role. 

Marlin Briscoe is Warfield’s skillful 
partner. With Ron Sellers flirting with 
the WFL, Bo Rather may get a lot more 
work, and there is always reliable 
Howard Twilley. 

The last Super Bowl team included a 
pronounced change in the starting 
lineup, with Jim Mandich moving ahead 
of veteran Mary Fleming at tight end. 
Mandich is a more dangerous pass 
receiver than Mary. 

The offensive line is, of course, superb. 
Bob Kuechenberg outplayed his more il- 
lustrious guard partner, Larry Little, last 
year but Little could come right back to 
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the top this time. He was a millimeter 
away from it in "73. Tackle Wayne 
Moore made the Pro Bowl and Jim 
Langer is now regarded by many experts 
as the NFL’s best center. 

Garo Yepremian is ideal for the new 
placekicking requirements in the NFL 
and Larry Seiple is an accurate punter 
who gets good hang time. 

The Miami defense is good enough to 
win even with the offense in turmoil. 

Ends Bill Stanfill and Vern Den Her- 
der, along with tackle Manny Fernan- 
dez, belong in the front rank in pro foot- 
ball. Tackle Bob Heinz is a sound player 
but eventually he may be challenged by 
this year’s No. 1 draftee, Don Reese of 
Jackson State. And then there is the un- 
ique skill of Bob Matheson, the man who 
makes the 53" defense work in his role 
as an end-linebacker. 

Nick Buoniconti, despite his advan- 
cing age, looked the equal of any middle 
linebacker last year. But to safeguard 
against the day Nick packs it in, Shula 
started developing young Bruce Bannon, 
the former Penn State All-America he 
picked up on waivers from the Jets. 

Doug Swift and Mike Kolen are out- 
side linebackers of quality, players who 
are firmly disciplined in their protection 
of assigned areas. 

The corners are well protected with 
Tim Foley and Curtis Johnson starting, 
backed up by the well-schooled Lloyd 
Mumphord. The Dolphins also drafted 
Jeris White of Hawaii, considered the 
best cornerback in college ball this year. 

Dick Anderson and Jake Scott are the 
ne-plus-ultra of pro safeties. Both are 
popular All-Pro choices. 

Quality abounds on this team, and if a 
veteran stumbles or indicates that his 
thirst for victory has been satisfied by the 
recent past performance of the Dolphins, 
Shula can work in some people he képt 
on last year’s taxi squad, players like 
center Chuck Bradley and quarterback 
Don Strock. In addition, reserves of the 
caliber of safety Charles Babb, 
linebacker Larry Ball and guard Ed New- 
man are ready to play more. 


1973 RECORD (15-2) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
21 Sanfrancisco 13 14 Dallas 7 Tds PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
7 Oakland 12 30 Pittsburgh 26 Yepremian 0 38 #25 113 Anderson 8tt 163 2f 38 20.4 
44 NewEngland 23 3 Baltimore 16 Warfield 11 0 0 66 Scott 4 71 0 29 17.8 
31 New York Jets 3 34 Detroit 7 Morris 10 0 0 60 Kolen 2 54 0 29 27.0 
17 Cleveland 9 (Playoff) Csonka 5 0 0 30 Foley 2 22 0 15 11.0 
27 Buffalo 6 34 Cincinnati 16 Mandich A 0 0 24 Johnson 2 110) ait FOS 
30 NewEngland 14 (AFC Champlonship) 
24 New York Jets 14 27 Oakland 10 PUNTING 
44 Baltimore 0 (Super Bowl) RUSHING L A 
17 Buffalo 0 24 Minnesota 7 Atts Yds TDsLgst Avg seine pacts Mid seh 405 
Csonka 219 1003 5 25 4.6 p : 
orris 149 954 10 70 6.4+ 
Kiick 76 257 0 32 3.4 PUNT RETURNS 
SYMBOLS +t—Conference leader *Nottingham 52 252 1 30 4.8 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
tt—Tied for conference lead Leigh 22 134 1 34 6.1 Scott 22 266 0 33 12.1 
*—Combined Baltimore-Miami record Leigh 9 (64 0 26 7.4 
RECEIVING Anderson 6 52 50. 27 ‘8.7 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Av 
PASSING Bisces 30,447 2 ee 145 KICKOFF RETURNS 
; Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Warfield 29 514 11¢ 45 17.7 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Griese 218 116 1422 46 17 8 53.2 Kiick 27 208 O 22 7.7 Morris 11 242 0 29 22.0 
Morrall 38 17 253 53 O 4 447 Mandich 24 302 4 28 126 Leigh 9) 2ST 0: Si 2Kgs 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Griese, Bob 6-1 190 29 8 Purdue 
Morrall, Earl 6-2 210 40 19 Michigan State 
Strock, Don 6-5 205 23 1 Virginia Tech 
RUNNING BACKS 
*Csonka, Larry ~ 6-2 237 27 #=7 Syracuse 
Morris, Mercury 5-10 192 27 6 West Texas State 
*Kiick, Jim 5-11 214 28 7 Wyoming 
Leigh, Charles 5-11 206 28 6 None 
Malone, Ben 5-10 192 22 1 Arizona State 
Nottingham, Don 5-10 210 25 4 Kent State 
RECEIVERS 
*Warfield, Paul (W) 6-0 188 31 11 Ohio State 
Briscoe, Marlin (W) S-i1 175 28 7 Omaha 
Mandich, Jim (T) 6-2. 224 26 5 Michigan 
Twilley, Howard(W) 5-10 185 30 9 Tulsa 
Fleming, Marv (T) 6-4 230 32 12 Utah 
Sellers, Ron (W) 6-4 204 27 46 Florida State 
Rather, Bo (W) 6-1 182 23 2 Michigan 
Tillman, Andre (T) 6-5 230 22 1 Texas Tech 
Moore, Nat (W) 5-10 181 22 1 Florida 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Moore, Wayne (T) 6-6 265 28 5 Lamar Tech 
Evans, Norm (T) 6-5 250 31 10 TCU 
Little, Larry (G) 6-1 265 28 8 Bethune-Cookman 
Kuechenberg, Bob(G)6-2 252 26 5 NotreDame 
Langer, Jim (C) 6-2. 253 26 5 South Dakota State 
Crusan, Doug (T) 6-4 250 28 7 Indiana 
Newman, Ed (G) 6-2. 245 23 2 Duke 
Bradley,Chuck(C) 6-6 245 23 1 Oregon 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Yepremian, Garo (Pk) 5-8 175 30 8 None 
Seiple, Larry (P) 6-0 214 29 8 Kentucky 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Stanfill, Bill (E) 6-5 252 27 6 Georgia 
Den Herder, Vern(E) 6-6 252 25 4 Central (lowa) 
Fernandez, Manny (T) 6-2 250 28 7 Utah 
Heinz, Bob (T-E) 6-6 265 27 6 Pacific 
Moore, Maulty (T) 6-5 265 28 3 Bethune-Cookman 
Reese, Donald (E) 6-6 253 22 1 Jackson State 
Woods, Larry (T) 6-6 260 26 4 Tennessee State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Kolen, Mike (QO) 6-2 222 26 #5 Auburn 
Swift, Doug (O) 6-3. 226 26 5 Amherst 
Buoniconti, Nick(M) 5-11 220 33 13 Notre Dame 
Bannon, Bruce (M) 6-3 225 23 2 Penn State 
Matheson, Bob(O-M) 6-4 235 29 8 Duke 
Ball, Larry (O) 6-6 235 25 3 Louisville 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Foley, Tim 6-0 194 25 5 Purdue 
Johnson, Curtis 6-1 196 26 5 Toledo 
Mumphord, Lloyd 5-10 176 27 6 Texas Southern 
White, Jeris 5-11 183 21 1 Hawaii 
SAFETIES 
Anderson, Dick (S) 6-2 196 28 7 Colorado 
Scott, Jake (W) 6-0 188 290 5 Georgia 
Babb, Charles(W-S) 6-0 190 24 3 Memphis State 


(S)—Strong-side 
*—WEFL 1975 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


Griese is the consummate new-breed surgeon. Intelligent and re- 
sourceful, he slices defenses with precision. Strock is in the wings 
awaiting amazing Earl's final curtain call. PERF. QT.: 1. 


This is the last Miami hurrah for Csonka and Kilck. Butch Cassidy 
and the Sundance Kid helped fire the WFL’s shot heard ‘round the 
football world. Zonk, the ultimate fullback, epitomizes the Dolphins’ 
stifling ball contro/. Explosive Mercury is the perfect complement. 
Kiick is due for a phase out, meaning more labor for Leigh, Not- 
tingham. Malone is in for an accelerated course. PERF. QT.: 1. 


Though unleashed selectively, this arsenal has nuclear capability. 
WFL-bound Wartield is pre-eminent at his trade—a threat for six 
points at any instant. Briscoe makes some miraculous grabs. Twilley, 
who used to be ahead of Marlin, is methodical—and loves to skewer 
the opposition with do-or-die receptions. Mandich catches much 
better than Fleming but doesn’t block as well. Sellers is delicate but 
dangerous. Rather has a world of promise and will get more work. 
Second-round pick Tillman and third-rounder Moore will be brought 
along slowly. PERF. QT.: 1. 


This is the guts of the Miami war machine. These crisply executing 
mastodons matter-of-factly devoured Minnesota's Purple People 
Eaters in the Super Bowl after digesting every other front four they 
were served. Langer is without equal. Ditto Little and Kuechenberg. 
They're alert guardians of Griese and pave super highways to run on. 
Moore merited the Pro Bowl. And nobody slaves harder than Evans. 
Crusan is an ex-starter. Newman is a special teams honor student. 
Brad/ey has super potential. PERF. QT.: 7. 


Rising to the occasion is a trademark of both men. Opponents’ faint 
hopes often disintegrate following swings of their legs. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Though pliable on occasion, this durable material is shatterproof. 
Stantill and Den Herder are merciless pillagers—among the best set 
of ends in the business. Fernandez, a tiery-eyed executioner, roams 
the inside with abandon. His big sidekick Heinz is more conservative 
and almost as unyielding. Reese, the first draft choice, will have to 
do his developing gradually on the practice field. Moore and Woods 
are hefty handymen with value. PERF. QT.: 2. 


When these assassins make a hit, it's painful. Nick, the aging god- 
father, is still the NFL's best combination of brains and combative- 
ness. His button men, Kolen and Swift, anticipate well and are never 
out of position. Matheson is the man for whom the impregnable 
“63” defense is named. Bannon, exiled by the Jets, is being groomed 
to succeed Nick. Ball caf roll—if he gets to play. PERF. QT.: 1. 


This is perhaps the least-familiar outpost in the No-Name Defense. 
Foley and Johnson carry out their assignments with zero-defect zeal. 
Mumphord is an interchangeable part. White may well have been the 
best corner prospect in the entire draft. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Anderson and Scott have turned playing in no-man’s land into an 


art form. Both are game-breakers. Dick enjoyed the best year of any 
NFL defender. Babbs puts out 101 per cent. PERF. QT.: 7. ) 
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BUFFALO BILLS 
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AFC 
East 


” Prediction: 


0.J. Simpson set pages of records during the ’73 season. 


Pie Bills played a one-note tune most 
of last season and still came within an 
eyelash of making the playoffs. This year 
they hope to go further with some new 
versatility. 

Until late last season, Buffalo's offense 
consisted almost exclusively of O.J. 
Simpson's running. The quarterback was 
a rookie, Joe Ferguson; the fullback, 
Larry Watkins, was essentially a blocking 
back; the tight end was a tackle, Paul 
Seymour, used for his blocking ability; 
and the wide receivers were 75 per cent 
crack-back blockers, 25 per cent pass 
catchers. 

But as the Bills closed with four con- 
secutive victories, Coach Lou Saban took 
the handcuffs off Ferguson and allowed 
him to throw more and Watkins, an 
effective journeyman, was replaced by 
Jim Braxton, whose back miseries kept 
him drydocked for months. Braxton per- 
formed like a latent superstar, 

So this is what the Bills have going for 
them as they zero in on a_ playoff 
spot—or even something more am- 
bitious, namely the catching of the 
Dolphins: 

1. Ferguson has a years experience 
has convinced people he possesses a 
major-league arm. 

2. Braxton will be paired with O.J. 
from the beginning. 

3. The No. 1 draftee is a tight end, 
Oklahoma State’s Reuben Gant. If he 
produces as the Bills hope he will, Sey- 
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mour can be returned to the interior of 
the line. 

4, The young offensive line, which 
helped Simpson rocket for 2,003 yards 
and was a vital factor in the Bills’ setting 
an NFL record for yards gained by a 
team, 3,088, should be even better with a 
year's experience and Seymour playing 
his natural position. 

5. The Bills already possesses two of 
the better wide receivers in the NFL, 
Bobby Chandler and J.D. Hill, and now 
have another, Ahmad Rashad (the 
former Bobby Moore), who was acquired 
from St. Louis. 2 

But the hole card, of course, is still O.J. 
Even if the Bills’ new versatility con- 
nects and the anti-crack-back rule 
hinders outside running, Simpson still 
should flirt with 1,500 yards. 

With Simpson stretching the de- 
fenses, Braxton breaches the inside 
openings. Jim is also a talented pass 
receiver, having been an All-America 
tight end one season with West Virginia. 

The offensive line includes one All- 
Pro, guard Reggie McKenzie, plus a cou- 
ple of No. 1 draftees who won starting 
jobs last season, Seymour and guard Joe 
DeLamielleure. When center Bruce Jar- 
vis got hurt at mid-season, Saban 
switched former New England guard 
Mike Montler to center and it looked like 
an inspirational move. There will be a 
battle there now. 

Defensively the Bills have holes, but 


' Second 


up front they may be so strong that other 
flaws can be covered. 

There are a parade of good defensive 
linemen. Exhibit A is Earl Edwards, who 
came last year in a trade with San Fran- 
cisco, was switched from tackle to end 
and won the Bills’ Most Valuable Defen- 
sive Player Award. The other end is Walt 
Patulski, who was benched for five 
games last season, then woke up to 
produce like the NFL's bonus draft 
choice he once was. Don Croft was the 
team’s best defensive lineman as a tackle 
in ‘72, tore up a knee in training camp 
last year, missed the whole campaign and 
now is being converted to end. 

Jerry Patton, a regular tackle last sea- 
son, was traded to the Philadelphia 
Eagles. That leaves one hole in the 
defensive front. Mike Kadish, once 
Miami's No. 1 pick, has first crack at the 
other inside position. But he could be 
challenged. Jeff Winans, who showed as 
a rookie in 1973 that he has immense 
possibilities as an interior pass rusher, in- 
herits Patton's spot. And Jeff Yeates, a 
fourth-round 1973 draft choice who was 
hurt all of last year, could force his way 
into the lineup. 

Jim Cheyunski, who was acquired in a 
trade prior to last season, had a big cam- 
paign at middle linebacker. He doesn’t 
have the stereotyped heft for the position 
but he makes up for a lot with his savvy. 

John Skorupan, the former Penn State 
All-America, was a hit as a starting line- 
backer in his rookie season and Saban 
hopes his ex-college teammate, Doug 
Allen, the No. 2 draftee, can take over on 
the other side. 

Cornerback is a well-cared-for position 
with All-Pro Robert James on one side 
and former receiver Dwight Harrison on 
the other. Saban would like to move free 
safety Tony Greene back to corner for 
protection but there is a lack of skill-at 
safety. Ernie Kellerman “unretired” to 
start on the strong side last year, 

John Leypoldt is one of the bright 
young placekickers in the NFL but 
punter Spike Jones can be pushed hard 
by Notre Dame rookie Brian Doherty. 


1973 RECORD (9-5) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 


371 New England 13 6 New Orleans 13 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
7 San Diego 34 13 Cincinnati 16 + Leypoldt 0 27 21 90 Harrison Be Sti? 4 3892374 
9 New York Jets if 0 Miami 17. Simpson 12 0 OF av2 Cheyunski 3 31 °0)" 31° 10:3 
27 Philadelphia 26 24 Baltimore 17. ~+Braxton 4 0 0 24 Kellerman 2 23 0 19. 11.5 
31 Baltimore 13 17 Atlanta 6 Chandler 3 1 0 19 
6 Miami 27 37 New England 13. Watkins 3 0 0 18 
23 Kansas City 14 34 New York Jets 14 PUNTING 

RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 


Atts Yds TDsLgstAvg ‘SpikeJones 66 2660 62 40.3 


Simpson 3327 2003}12tT80t 6.0 
Braxton 108 494 4 36 4.6 


SYMBOLS **—Traded 
t—Conference leader 


tt—Tied for conference lead Watkins 98 4142 17 492 PUNT RETURNS 
Ferguson 48 147 2 24 3.1 Rets “Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Walker 25 210 0 23 84 
RECEIVING Cahill 4 73 1 ‘51 18:3 

Recs Yds TDs Lgst Av 
PASSING Chandler 30 427 3 2 142 KICKOFF RETURNS 

Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Hill 29 422 0 42 14.6 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Ferguson 164 73 939 42 4 10 44.5 Watkins 12 86 1 28 7.2 Francis 23 687 2+ 101 29.9f 
**Shaw 46 22 300 40 O 4 47.8 Seymour 10 114 0 22 11.4 Steve Jones 6 116 0 22 19.3 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College Performance Quotlents 

QUARTERBACKS 
Ferguson, Joe 6-1 180 24 2 Arkansas Poised Ferguson, whose major league arm was under wraps, will be 
Marangi, Gary 6-1 196 22 1 Boston College permitted more leeway. Marangi is the lone backup. PERF. QT.: 4. 

RUNNING BACKS 
Simpson, O.J. 6-1 212 27 6 Southern California What more can you say about O.J.? There's never been a ball carrier 
Braxton, Jim 6-1 243 24 4 West Virginia as magnificent. The defensive attention he merits opens things up 
Watkins, Larry 6-2 230 28 6 AlcornA&M for Braxton, a freight train who's a “deja vu" of Cookie Gilchrist. 
Van Valkenberg, Pete 6-2 192 24 2 Brigham Young Watkins gave a good account of himself. Then Jim took over, Van 
Crumpler, Carlester 6-3 207 22 1  EastCarolina Valkenberg and Jones just watch the master from their seats on the 
Jones, Steve 6-0 200 23 2 Duke bench. Reports are that Crumpler resembles Calvin Hill. PERF. QT.: 1. 

RECEIVERS 
Hill, J.D. (W) 6-1 202 25 4 Arizona State Yes, the Bills employ receivers. Good ones. And this year they'll be 
Chandler, Bob (W) 6-0 179 26 4 Southern California used for more than blocking. Note the steal—er, deal—for the 
Seymour, Paul (T) 6-5 252 24 2 Michigan ultratalented Rashad. He doesn't plan_to sit. Holdover starters are 
Rashad, Ahmad (W) 6-2 200 25 3 Oregon Speed merchant Hill, who always rates double coverage, and Chand- 
Gant, Reuben (T) 6-4 233 22 1 Oklahoma State ler, a Raymond Berry type. Seymour is really a third tackle. He'll 
Francis, Wallace (W) 5-11 190 22 2 Arkansas AM&N move inside if Gant produces. Francis is the AFC's best kickoff re- 
Jarvis, Ray (W) 5-11 193 25 4 Norfolk State turner. Jarvis isn't bad. PERF. QT.: 2. 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Green, Donnie (T) 6-8 272 26 4 Purdue Are there any complaints about a convoy of bulldozers that paved 
Foley, Dave (T) 6-5 261 26 5 Ohio State the way for 3,088 yards rushing? Actually there are shortcomings, 
McKenzie, Reggie (G) 6-4 235 24 3 Michigan but none that time-in-grade won't correct. When Seymour moves 
DeLamielleure,Joe(G)6-3 254 23 2 Michigan State from tight end, he'll start. It's a shame that either Foley or Green 
Montler, Mike (C) 6-5 254 29 6 Colorado will have to exit. McKenzie cuts defenders down like a machete. 
Jarvis, Bruce (C) 6-7 250 25 4 Washington He's All-Pro. DeLamielleure excelled as a rookie and should be a 
Penchion, Bob(G-T) 6-5 265 25 3 AlcornA&M fixture for years. When Jarvis was hurt, Montler took the job, Now 
Hagen, Halvor (T) 6-5 245 27 #6 Weber State Bruce will try to win it back. Penchion, Parker and Hagen provide 
Parker, Willie (G) 6-3 241 24 3 NorthTexasState ampledepth. PERF. QT.: 2. 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKERS 
Leypoldt, John(Pk) 6-2 229 28 4 None Leypoldt, despite an occasional flub, has a strong, effective leg. He 
Jones, Spike (P) 6-2 197 27 5 Georgia booms kickoffs. Jones will be severely threatened by rookie Doherty 
Doherty, Brian (P) 6-2 192 22 1 Notre Dame (42.7 yards a kick in college last year). PERF. QT.: 3. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Patulski, Walt (E) 6-6 259 24 3 Notre Dame All of a sudden, the Bills are well fortified here. The bargain with 
Edwards, Earl (E) 6-6 262 28 6 Wichita the 49ers for Edwards provided the missing piece. After a five-game 
Winans, Jeff (T) 6-5 265 22 2 Southern California benching, Patulski saw the light. If he gives 100 per cent, he can be 
Kadish, Mike (T) 6-5 265 24 2 Notre Dame All-Pro. Kadish, redeemed trom Miami's doghouse, performed with 
Croft, Don (E) 6-3. 254 25 2 Texas-El Paso dignity. But he’s not secure. Winans and Yeates will be difficult to 
Yeates, Jeff (T) 6-2 238 22 1 Boston College Surpress, Kampa, Croft (a ’72 regular who sat out last season 
Kampa, Bob (E) 6-4 252 23 2 California with a knee injury) and Okoniewski are impressive young toughs 
Okoniewski, Steve (T) 6-3 247 25 #3 Montana with big futures. PERF. QT.; 2. 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
Skorupan, John(O) 6-2 214 23 2 PennState Despite a face-lifting, the complexion here still sags. Cheyunski 
Lewis, Richard (OQ) 6-3 220 24 3 Portland State came in a swap with New England. The spirit is willing, but the flesh 
Cheyunski, Jim(M) 6-1 225 28 7 Syracuse doesn't intimidate anybody. Skorupan was a precocious rookie and 
Washington, Dave (O) 6-5 228 26 5 AlcornA&M will get better. Lewis, who became a starter late, looks over his 
Forsberg, Fred(M-O) 6-1 225 30 6 Washington shoulder at Allen, the No. 2 draftee. Forsberg gives his all. He and 
Allen, Doug (O) 6-1 224 22 1 Penn State Washington, out seven weeks in '73 with a broken arm, have started 
Croyle, Phil (O) 6-2 223 27 4 California before. Croyle is run-of-the-mill. PERF. QT: 4. 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 

CORNERBACKS 
James, Robert 6-1 184 27 6 Fisk James is a bona-tide All-Pro. With the bump-and-run now limited, 
Harrison, Dwight 6-2 178 25 4 Texas A&l he'll have to alter his tactics. Harrison switched from wide receiver 
Weathers pets 6-2 180 23 2 Central Ohio with flying colors. Walker subs at safety, too. PERF. QT.: 2. 

AFETIE 

Kellerman, Ernie(S) 6-0 183 30 9 Miami(Ohio) Greene bounces from corner to safety. His size is a detriment, 
Greene, Tony (W) 5-10 170 25 4 Maryland Kellerman is wise in NFL ways but a trifle slow. Cahill exhibits a lot 
Cahill, Bill (W) 5-11 180 23 2 Washington of get-up-and-go. A shakeup can occur here. PERF. QT.: 4. 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 
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Lydell Mitchell rushed for 963 yards for the Colts. 


‘he purge is at an end. All the blood 
that is going to be let has been let. Or at 
least most of it. 

Now the project in Baltimore is to 
rebuild the Colts. The argument is that 
too much blood has been spilled al- 
ready, that the purge went too far for the 
Colts to be rebuilt in the next few years. 

But supporters of Joe Thomas, the ac- 
tivist general manager who did the 
purging, poiiit out that the team showed 
genuine signs of improvement last sea- 
son, particularly in the 19-3 upset over 
World Champion Miami in the season's 
next-to-last game. 

Now the draft has brought in three 
players who could account for far more 
improvement, possibly this season, The 
Colts had two picks in the first round, 
selecting John Dutton of Nebraska for 
the defense and Roger Carr of Louisiana 
Tech for the attack. 

It would be a major disappointment to 
the Colts if Dutton doesn't step right into 
the lineup as a defensive end. Thomas 
wants size and pass-rushing teeth and 
Dutton answers the first qualification. 
His work with the Cornhuskers gave 
evidence that he may possess the second 
qualification, too. 

One of the weaknesses in Baltimore's 
offense for the last couple of seasons was 
the lack of a really first-rate wide 
receiver. Carr could be the-guy. He has 
sprinter’s speed, size and a knack for get- 
ting open. 
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The third draftee and the team’s first 
selection in the second round is Fred 
Cook, the tough guy from Southern 
Mississippi, who is built along the lines of 
a linebacker right now but who the Colts 
feel can put on the necessary heft even- 
tually to join Dutton as a defensive end. 

The Colts also drafted for running 
back help, but outside forces spoiled 
their plans to reupholster this area. Their 
second second-round pick was Ed 
Shuttlesworth of Michigan, a big full- 
back whom they hoped to team with 
Lydell Mitchell. But the Toronto 
Argonauts of the Canadian League out- 
bid them for Shuttlesworth. Lower down 
in the draft Baltimore picked Paul Miles 
of Bowling Green, but Memphis of the 
new World Football League signed him. 

The WEL hit the Colts fairly hard. 
Tom Drougas, the offensive tackle whom 
Baltimore drafted No. 1 a couple of years 
ago, and center Fred Hoaglin joined the 
new league. Hoaglin is for 1975 delivery; 
Drougas reports in 1976. Drougas was 
the brightest hope on the front line, 
which is undergoing an overhaul. Also 
going the WFL route were Oklahoma 
State linebacker Glenn Robinson, a 
third-round pick, and Morgan State tight 
end Greg Latta, an eighth-rounder. 

So Mitchell, whose 963 yards made 
him the most productive Baltimore 
ground gainer since Alan Ameche, will 
line up with Don McCauley or Bill Olds, 
both holdovers. Olds did not produce as 


@ Prediction: 


the power runner the Colts sought when 
they drafted him a year ago. 

If Carr comes through as hoped, the 
Colts could have a double-barreled at- 
tack on the flanks. Young Glenn 
Doughty was a hit when the coaches 
finally put him into the lineup, averaging 
an eye-popping 23.5-yards per catch on 
his 25 receptions. 

The mystery is at tight end. Thomas 
traded Bubba Smith to Oakland a year 
ago for All-Pro tight end Raymond 
Chester. The coaches became disen- 
chanted with Chester early, rapping his 
blocking and inability to get open on 
pass roules, They pilayea veteran Tom 
Mitchell ahead of him and Coach 
Howard Schnellenberger indicated that 
he probably would trade one of them. 

Schnellenberger also went with rookie 
quarterback Bert Jones at the start of the 
season, but when the Wunderkind went 
into shock after a tornado of intercep- 
tions and a holocaust of sackings, a 
retread job was done on veteran Marty 
Domres. 

Defensively the master plan is to meld 
Dutton and Cook into the line with two 
other promising youngsters, Joe Ehr- 
mann and Mike Barnes. Ehrmann is 
definitely a tackle and Cook is an end. 
The other two could wind up at either 
position, 

The strength of the defensive still is 
with the linebacking—All-Pro candidates 
Ted Hendricks and Mike Curtis along 
with young Stan White. 

Nelson Munsey made large strides as a 
cornerback last year, but there is still 
some question about how far the Colts 
can go with Rex Kern on the other side. 

Bruce Laird dipped noticeably from 
his fine rookie showing as a_ starting 
strong-side safety. The hope is that he'll 
snap back. Rick Volk doesn’t have that 
All-Pro look any’ longer, but he’s still a 
stable and skilled free safety, and Mike 
Simpson, from the San Francisco 49ers, 
can help out when necessary. 

George Hunt upgraded the placekick- 
ing in his rookie season but David Lee 
had an off-year as the punter. 


1973 RECORD (4-10) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
14 Cleveland 24 27 Houston 31 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
10 New York Jets 34 0 Miami 44 Hunt 0! 22 16 70 White 4 40 1 19 10.0 
14 NewOrleans 10 14 Washington 22 = Speyrer 5 0 0 630 Hendricks 3) <BS 0 “24 Ao 
16 NewEngland 24 17 Buffalo 24 ~~ Doughty 4 Lt) 0 24 Kern 2) 122) Or M2 ThkG 
13 Buffalo 31 17 New York Jets 20 T. Mitchell 4 0 0 24 Oldham 2 10 O fe to) 
29 Detroit 27 16 Miami 3 Four tied with 2 0 Oh “2 Curtis 2 O10) 7 eS 
21 Oakland 24 18 New England 13 RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg PUNTING 
L. Mitchell 253 963 2 36 3.8 Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
McCauley 144 514 2 24 36 Lee 62 2402 60 38.7 
motes 32 126 2 14 3.9 
Id 2 1 K 
SAT RIN Ce PUNT RETURNS 
RECEIVING : eee i ane Lgst it 
Recs Yds TDsLgst Avg = Laird 15 7 . 
Doughty. 25 587 4 66 23.5 Volk 7 45 0 13 6.4 
. Mitchell 25 13 4 12. 
PASSING McCauley 25 ae 0 oo ae KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Chester 18 #181 1 40 10.1 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Domres 191 93 1153 66 9 13 48.7 Speyrer 17 311 4 47 183 Speyrer 17 496 1 101 29.1 
Jones 108 43 §39 51 4 12 39.8 L. Mitchell 17 113 0 14 #66 = Laird 24 547 0 51 22.8 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt = Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Domres, Marty 6-4 222 26 6 Columbia 
Jones, Bert 6-3 205 22 2 Louisiana State 
RUNNING BACK 
Michell, Lydell 5-11 204 24 3 PennState 
McCauley, Don 6-1 214 23 4 NorthCarolina 
Olds, B 6-1 224 22 2 Nebraska 
Ginn, Hubert 5-10 185 26 5 Florida A&M 
Orduna, Joe 6-0 195 26 3 Nebraska 
Brobrowski, Bob 6-2 205 22 1 Purdue 
RECEIVERS 
Carr, Roger (W) 6-3 200 22 1 Louisiana Tech 
Doughty, Glenn(W) 6-2 204 22 3 Michigan 
Mitchell, Tom (T) 6-3 215 29 8 Bucknell 
Speyrer, Cotton(W) 6-0 175 24 3 Texas 
Havrilak, Sam (W) 6-2 195 25 6 Bucknell 
Chester, Raymond(T) 6-4 235 25 5 MorganState 
Smith, Ollie (W) 6-2 195 23 2 Tennessee State 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
**Drougas, Tom (T) 6-4 257 23 3 Oregon 
Nelson, Dennis (T) 6-5 260 27 5 = Illinois State 
Ressler, Glenn (G) 6-3 250 30 10 PennState 
' Collett, Elmer (G) 6-4 240 28 #8 San Francisco State 
Mendenhall, Ken(C) 6-3 235 25 4 Oklahoma 
Taylor, David (T) 6-4 254 23 2 Catawba 
Pratt, Robert (G) 6-3 255 23 1 NorthCarolina 
*Hoaglin, Fred (C) 6-4 250 29 9 Pittsburgh 
Palmer, Gery (T) 6-4 255 23 1 Kansas 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Hunt, George (Pk) 6-1 215 23 2 Tennessee 
Lee, David (P) 6-4 230 29 9 Louisiana Tech 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Dutton, John (E) 6-6 252 23 1 Nebraska 
Barnes, Mike (E) 6-6 255 22 2 Milami(Fla.) 
Ehrmann, Joe (T) 6-5 260 23 2 Syracuse 
Bailey, Jim (T) 6-6 255 24 5 Kansas 
Schmiesing, Joe(T) 6-4 245 28 7 NewMexico State 
Cook, Fred (E) 6-3 235 22 1 Southern Miss. 
Amman, Richard(T) 6-5 250 23 3 Florida State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Hendricks, Ted (O) 6-7 220 25 6 Miami(Fla,) 
White, Stan (O) 6-1 225 23 3 Ohio State 
Curtis, Mike (M) 6-2 232 29 10 Duke 
Kaczmarek, Mike(O) 6-4 235 22 2 Southern Illinois 
Cherry, Stan (O) 6-5 200 23 2 Morgan State 
Dickel, Dan (QO) 6-3 220 22 1 ilowa 
Rhodes, Danny (O-M) 6-2 220 23 1 Arkansas 


(O)—Outside Lineback 
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CORNERBACKS 
Kern, Rex 6-1 190 23 
Munsey, Nelson 6-1 185 25 
Oldham, Ray 6-0 200 22 
Nettles, Doug 6-0 177 23 
SAFETIES 
Laird, Bruce (S) 6-0 185 23 
Volk, Rick (W) 6-3 195 28 
Herosian, Brian (S) 6-3 200 23 
Simpson, Mike (W) 5-9 170 27 


(S)—Strong-side 


*—WEFEL 1975 
**—WFL 1976 
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fr (M)—Middle Linebacker 


Ohio State 
Wyoming 
Middle Tenn. St. 
Vanderbilt 


U.S. International 
Michigan 
Connecticut 
Houston 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


These two completed 45 per cent of their offerings and were inter- 
cepted 25 times. When will the future be? PERF. QT.: 3. 


The emphasis shifts here to get into step with the '70s, Mitchell is 
a cause for rejoicing. Though no threat for a quick six, he displayed 
durability and consistency. McCauley is much the same. Ginn has 
yet to show anything. Olds can block but needs time to develop. 
Orduna, from the Giants, is game but limited. Bobrowski is an ex- 
quarterback. Depth is needed. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This area can stand some juicing up. Trading Bubba Smith to Oak- 
land for lackadaisical (All-Pro?) Chester left egg all over Joe Thomas’ 
face. But it still can be removed. Mitchell, though slower than Ray- 
mond, easily played ahead of him. Doughty was a delighttul surprise. 
First-round draft choice Carr, a sprinter, has all the tools. He prob- 
ably will make Speyrer an observer. Havrilak is handy to have on 
hand. Smith looks to the future. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This unit is not up to accepted old Colt standards, but neither is 
much else on this team. Ressler, the only link here to “the way we 
were,” carries a noteworthy portfolio. Former 49er Collett will 
remain until a better man comes along. It’s about time for Drougas, 
the No. 7 draft pick in '72, to demonstrate that he can do it week- 
in and week-out. Nelson is nothing earth-shattering on the other side. 
More than a few eyebrows were lifted when Mendenhall climbed 
over former Browns’ regular Hoaglin. Pratt might be a player. Taylor 
and Palmer are due to tread water in the shadows. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Hunt is accurate but lacks range. Lee, who’s shown he has what it 
takes, was abominable punting last season. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This is a kiddie corps that could be out-of-this-world when it gets 
assembled and jells. Dutton’s entrance may be the catalyst. He’s 
big and mean. Cook is growing and may fight in the front lines, too. 
Ehrmann, set back by a knee injury, showcased his mettle late last 
season. Depending on how Cook fits in, the inconsistent Barnes 
could take a crack at Bailey's job. Amman will scramble in order to 
stick around. Schmiesing is expendable. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This is the club’s strong suit—if the first team plays. That wasn't 
the case last fall when the bone-crunching Curtis suffered a sepa- 
rated shoulder and missed seven games. Irascible Mike ranks with the 
game's finest. As does Hendricks, who has a 100-yard reach. White 
got headlines for crumpling Joe Namath but is a notch below his 
cohorts. Kaczmarek and Cherry have a year under their belts. 
Rhodes, Dickel are top new arrivals. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Reinforcements are necessary to get things up to snuff. This group 
gets picked on. Munsey learned by trial and error. But that's usually 
costly. There’s little to choose from between Kern and Oldham, who'll 
fight it out. Nettles may give them a run, too. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Things here are unsatisfactory, too, but this is the domain of Volk, 
whose name is inscribed on the All-Pro parchment. He has good 
years left, Laird's coverage dipped, as did his kick returns. Herosian 
Sticks around. Simpson is handy to have. PERF. QT.: 3. Cc) 
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The New York Jets are becoming 
proficient in the Three Rs, but it won't 
get them straight As or a lift in the won- 
lost columns of the AFC Eastern Division 
standings. 

The three Rs in the Jets’ case are reluc- 
tance, resentment and regression. 

The reluctance is symbolized by John 
Riggins and Joe Namath. Riggins is the 
massively talented fullback who tore up 
the league two years ago, then couldn't 
decide if he even wanted to play football 
last year. By the time John reported last 
season, the regular campaign already had 
begun and it took him until Thanks- 
giving to get into physical condition.He 
never did get into mental gear for foot- 
ball. 

Namath’s reluctance is more sophisti- 
cated. Financially, he doesn’t need foot- 
ball any more. The Americar Broad- 
casting Company made him an offer he 
almost couldn't refuse to replace Don 
Meredith as a member of the Monday 
night broadcasting trinity. Joe’s knees 
keep him in near-agony during the 
season and the deterioration of his 
blocking in recent seasons has added to 
that particular woe. 

The resentment exploded last spring 
when Al Atkinson, the veteran middle 
linebacker, rapped the club's manage- 
ment for what he called “a terrible 
coldness” in its attitude toward the 
squad. Atkinson is a moderate, soft- 
spoken, well-respected man, which gave 
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Jerome Barkum's 18.4 yards a catch was close to the AFC lead. 
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his public outburst all the more impact. 

Contract squabbles have characterized 
the downfall of the Jets. The latest dis- 
contented players to leave were veteran 
defensive tackle John Elliott and young 
linebacker Mike Taylor, who played out 
their contract options and signed with 
the New York Stars of the World Foot- 
ball League. Previously management's 
heavy hand cost it All-Star defensive end 
Gerry Philbin, wide receiver George 
Sauer and defensive end Verlon Biggs. 

The regression is symbolized by the 
misfired draft choices and failure to 
achieve potential. An example of a 
draftee who missed is Taylor, the All- 
America linebacker from Michigan who 
failed to shore up one of the team’s 
dilapidated areas. Failure to achieve 
potential is the rap on tight end Richard 
Caster, a man who has the skill to rip 
apart defenses but whose inconsistencies 
hurt the Jets as much as his successes 
gore the enemy. 

When Namath needs relief, the quar- 
terbacking will be done by Al Woodall, 
whose career as a part-time starter has 
been checkered. There is serious doubt 
whether he is equipped to win con- 
sistently. 

It is vital that Riggins pay attention 
this year. Emerson Boozer is an honest 
workman, a player who can hurt a de- 
fense running the ball or catching it, but 
he is getting old. 

Winston Hill, the big tackle, is the 


AFC 


East 


Prediction: 
Fourth 


only offensive lineman of real quality. 
The big hope is that Robert Woods, a 
second-year man, will come along at 
guard or tackle. The second-round 
draftee, Gordie Browne, of Boston 
College, will get a clear shot at winning 
a starting job, 

Jerome Barkum seems on the verge of 
joining the league's pass-catching elite. 
If Caster were more consistent, that 
department would be ranked as high as 
almost any around. 

Defensively the draft may have 
brought two quality starters. Manage- 
ment opened the purse strings for the top 
pick, Indiana defensive tackle Carl Barzi- 
lauskas, who got more money than 
Namath did as a rookie. 

The Jets then speared a ruby in the 
third round, Southern U. linebacker 
Godwin Turk, who many thought 


wouldn't last beyond the first round. - 


Turk will challenge veteran Ralph Baker 
at first, but Charlie Winner, the new 
head coach, may find that the percent- 
age is to shift him to the other side where 
sophs Bill Ferguson and Rob Spicer are 
neck and neck. 

Barzilauskas is a vital figure in the de- 
fensive line. Mark Lomas, an end, led the 
team in sacks last season but he can’t be 
considered a stopper by any means. 
Probably the most efficient lineman is 
former New Orleans Saint Richard Neal. 

Earlié Thomas is one of the league’s 
underrated players at cornerback. His 
partner Delles Howell, another ex-Saint 
who joined the team last year, does a 
firm job. 

The best new player in the secondary 
is Burgess Owens, who did some excel- 
lent things from his strong safety position 
in his rookie season. Phil Wise ended the 
year as the starting free safety, but now 
Chris Farasopoylos is recovered from 
knee surgery and will challenge. Steve 
Tannen is always in the competition. 

Placekicker Bobby Howfield should do 
all right under the new kicking rules, but 
punter Julian Fagan had a_ horrible 
season and could be displaced by rookie 
Greg Gantt. 


1973 RECORD (4-10) 


7 Green Bay 23 14 Miami 24 ' 
34 Baltimore 10 33 NewEngland 13 Howfield 
7 Buffalo 9 14 Cincinnati 20 Barkum 
3 Miami 31 20 Atlanta 28 Boozer 
9 New England 7 20 Baltimore 17. Caster 
14 Pittsburgh 26 23 Philadelphia 24 + Riggins 
28 Denver 40 14 Buffalo 34 
SYMBOL x—Signed with WFL for 1974. BaOz6r 
Riggins 
Adamle 
xNance 
PASSING Barkum 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Caster 
Woodall 201 101 1228 56 9 8 50.2 Bell 
Namath 133 68 966 63 5 6 51.1 Riggins 
Demory 39 12 159 31 2 8 308 Boozer 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 27 rd 78 Howell 4 76 O 1 19.0 
6 0 0." 36 Baker A BH MA! 4224218 
6 0 0 36 Sowells a, (55. 8]! G30). 1853 
4 0 OQ. 324 Thomas 2) 25% 30) L25e12:5 
qd 0 0 24 
RUSHING PUNTING 
Atts Yd L Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
AA aT oe ee Fagen 74 2744 58 374 
134 482 4 15 my 
ae 0 6 3. 
ee x 0 36 te PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Fara'poulos 14 111 0 23 7,9 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg Turner 1 54 0 10 49 
44 10 6 63 18.4 
35 eo 4 49 ee KICKOFF RETURNS 
24 319 2 38 13.3 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
23 158 O 19 69 Adkins 31 615 O 38 19.8 
22 130 3 15 5.9 Bjorklund 9 175 0 24 19.4 


SS 


OFFENSE 
Ht Wt = Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Namath, Joe 6-2. 200 31 10 Alabama 
Woodall, Al 6-5 194 28 6 Duke 
Demory, Bill 6-2 195 23 2 Arizona 
RUNNING BACKS 
Boozer, Emerson §-11 205 31 9 Md.-Eastern Shore 
Riggins, John 6-2 230 25 4 Kansas 
Adamle, Mike 5-9 193 24 4 Northwestern 
Bjorklund, Hank 6-1 200 24 3 Princeton 
RECEIVERS 
Barkum, Jerome(W) 6-4 212 24 3 Jackson State 
Bell, Eddie (W) 5-10 160 27 5 Idaho State 
Caster, Rich (T) 6-5 228 25 5 Jackson State 
Knight, David (W) 6-1 182 23 2 William & Mary 
Adkins, Margene(W) 5-10 183 27 5 HendersonJ.c. 
Cambal, Dennis(T) 6-3 228 25 2 William & Mary 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Hill, Winston (T) 6-4 280 32 12 Texas Southern 
Browne, Gordie(T) 6-5 245 22 1 Boston College 
Woods, Robert(G-T) 6-3 255 24 2 Tennessee State 
Rasmussen, Randy (G)6-2- 267 29 8 Kearney State 
Schmitt, John (C) 6-4 250 31 11 Hofstra 
Svihus, Bob (T) 6-4 245 31 10 Southern California 
Puetz, Garry (C-G) 6-3 255 22 2 Valparaiso 
Mooring, John(T-C) 6-6 255 27 4 Tampa 
Wyman, Bill (C) 6-2 238 22 1 Texas 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Howfield, Bobby(Pk) 5-9 180 37 7 None 
Fagan, Julian (P) 6-3 205 26 5 Mississippi 
Gantt, Greg (P) 5-11 188 22 1 Alabama 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Lomas, Mark (E) 6-4 250 26 5 Northern Arizona 
Galigher, Ed (E) 6-4 260 23 3 UCLA 
Barzilauskas, Carl(T) 6-6 270 22 1 Indiana 
Neal, Richard (T-E) 6-3 260 26 6 Southern 
Little, John (T) 6-3 250 27 5 Oklahoma State 
*Thompson, Steve (T) 6-5 250 29 6 Washington 
Jackson, Joe (E) 6-4 270 25 3 New Mexico State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Turk, Godwin (O) 6-3 230 22 1 Southern 
Ferguson, Bill (O) 6-3 225 23 2 San Diego State 
Atkinson, Al (M) 6-2 230 31 10 Villanova 
Baker, Ralph (O) 6-3 228 32 11 PennState 
Rivers, Jamie (M) 6-2 235 29 7 Bowling Green 
Spicer, Rob (O) 6-4 238 23 2 Indiana 
Ebersole, John (M) 6-3 235 25 5 Penn State 
Zapalac, Bill (O) 6-4 225 26 4 Texas 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Howell, Delles 6-4 200 26 5 Grambling 
Thomas, Earlie 6-1 190 28 5 Colorado State 
Sowells, Rich 6-0 185 25 4 AlcornA&M 
SAFETIES 
Owens, Burgess(S) 6-2 200 23 2 Miami(Fla.) 
Wise, Phil (W) 6-0 190 25 4 Nebraska-Omaha 
Farasopoulos,C.(W) 5-11 190 25 4 Brigham Young 
Tannen, Steve (S-W) 6-1 194 26 5 Florida 
Word, Roscoe (W) 5-10 180 22 1 Jackson State 


(S)—Strong-side 
*—WFL 1975 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotients 


Will brittle Broadway Joe ever be around for a full season? His 
pattern of injuries is all too well established. Woodall is fragile, too, 
and of questionable talent. Demory is for disasters. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Boozer, {hough still productive, is grinding to a halt. Riggins is 
moody—an unfortunate characteristic for a would-be superstar when 
it shows on the field. Adamle and Bjorklund are interested but 
ordinary. TE Dennis Cambal will get a look here. PERF. QT.: 3. 


The BBC trio—Barkum, Bell and Caster—can scald defenses when 
two conditions exist: 1) They're concentrating; 2) The ball gets to 
them. Neither circumstance can be taken for granted. Eddie's size is 
@ minus, but he makes a lot of vital receptions. Knight has good 
moves, soft hands. Adkins is fast but inconsistent. Cambal isn’t really 
ready yet. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Unless the once-secure airbag of pass protection can be reinflated 
to a reasonable facsimile of the glory days, there’s trouble here. 
Thirty-seven sacks testify to the collapse. One of them tore up Joe 
Willie, the meal ticket. Hill remains surly but is a youngster no 
longer. Unheralded rookie Browne is programmed in for the other 
side. Rasmussen does commendable work, Woods, frequently a re- 
volving door, will try to fill retired Dave Herman's shoes. Schmitt 
can be shoved aside by Puetz. Svihus is worn out. Mooring, once 
highly regarded, is slipping. Smallish Wyman has heart. PERF. QT.: 4. 


There's still spring in Bobby’s leg. But sometimes he thinks too 
much. Fagan was atrocious—the worst in the NFL. Rookie Gantt 
should win the job. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Deep thinkers are convinced Barzilauskas (now spell it without peek- 
ing) will be a sure-fire remedy to one malady. But there are many 
other troubles. John Elliott, a wise ex-All-Pro, ran off to the WFL. 
Neal's a pleasant package of talent and desire. But the ends? Yikes! 
Lomas and Galigher don’t frighten anyone. And without a pass rush 
from them the secondary'’s in for a lot of heat. Little, Thompson and 
Jackson help out—but not much. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Yet another rebuilding project. Turk is supposed to be a savage. 
He'll probably make Baker a part-timer, Atkinson keeps getting in- 
jured and is wrestling with the alterntive of retirement or demand- 
ing a trade. Whether he’s present or not, ex-Cardinal Rivers may well 
take over. Ebersole was adequate in the middle for most of last 
season and will be around for insurance, So will Zapalac, The other 
outside area is an enormous question mark. Ferguson and Spicer are 
about equal, which isn't encouraging. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Thomas knows the ropes and doesn't get fooled very often. Howell is 
rangy and can cover ground reasonably well, but he's susceptible to 
getting stung deep. Sowells is a respectable sub. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Owens burst on the scene as a rookie.and demonstrated he'll soon 
be among the NFL’s elite. Wise is highly vulnerable. If Farasopoulos 
is back together after knee surgery, he'll most likely be the regular. 
Tannen is an in-and-outer who is out. of favor with the coaches. 
Word is a mighty-mite kick returner. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


AFC 


Fifth 


Jim Plunkett led the AFC in three passing categories, 


Ore of the few hot-stove items 
concerning the New ‘England Patriots 
last winter came when Coach Chuck 
Fairbanks swapped a draft choice to 
Baltimore for Jack Mildren, a Colt safety. 
Since Mildren played quarterback for 
Fairbanks’ super teams at Oklahoma, the 
speculation was that the Pats would in- 
stall some wishbone offense, the Soon- 
ers’ pet method of attack. 

Fairbanks said, yes, he might try some 
wishbone in special situations, but that 
Mildren would have to make his club as a 
defensive back first. 

What the Pats need a whole lot more 
than the wishbone is someone to stop 
runners like O.J. Simpson and someone 
else to give Jim Plunkett adequate pro- 
tection. 

Considering all of New England's per- 
sonnel problems, Fairbanks did a first- 
class job in his rookie year as a pro coach. 
The club improved noticeably toward 
the end of the season, going on a three- 
game winning streak to finish with five 
victories. The Pats weren't a five-victory 
club on paper. 

What the Pats have mostly is Plunkett, 
possibly the best young quarterback in 
the game. Terry Bradshaw of Pittsburgh 
and Ken Anderson of Cincinnati have 
more success, but the teams they are 
playing with are far stronger than New 
England. 

Plunkett had more yards and more 
completions than any passer in the 
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American Conference last season. When_ 


the Patriots move, it is almost exclusive- 
ly through the courtesy of Plunkett's 
arm. He could be more deadly now un- 
der the NFL’s liberalized passing rules. 

Reggie Rucker had a big year as Plun- 
kett’s top target, catching 53 balls. 
Darryl Stingley broke in sharply as a 
rookie and Randy Vataha still is a handy 
guy to have on the squad. Added to that 
bunch is Dick Gordon, the one-time 
Chicago Bear star who came in a winter 
deal with Green Bay. 

Bob Windsor is a journeyman tight 
end. He was pressed by Bob Adams, the 
ex-Pittsburgher, last year. 

The running backs are all big, power- 
ful and not very fast. Sam Cunningham 
was so-so in his rookie year. John Tarver 
and Josh Ashton are both willing. Wayne 
Patrick tore up a knee and missed the 
season. The only guy who would remind 
Fairbanks of the blazers he had at 
Oklahoma is Mack Herron, and he’s too 
little to get much steady work except as a 
kick returner. 

That means there is opportunity plus 
for a rookie like Andy Johnson, a quarter- 
back at Georgia whom Fairbanks will 
attempt to convert to a running back. 

The offensive line is in the early stages 
of rebuilding. Guard John Hannah, last 
year's No. | draft choice, was the best 
man up front from the day he reported. 

Tom Neville is workmanlike at tackle, 
but Fairbanks will have to go along with 


the rest of the retreads until he finds an 
opportunity to replace them. Best of the 
newcomers is a neighborhood kid, Steve 
Corbett, who can play guard or center. 
The Boston College product was the 
team’s first second-round pick, highest 
the Pats had last year. The only worry 
about him is a neck injury that threatens 
to become chronic. 

The Pats had a tough time stopping 
the run last year. Ask O.J. He pierced 
them for 469 yards in two games. The 
only stopper in the lineup is quick Julius 
Adams, the good tackle. Ray Hamilton 
won a starting job at end in his rookie 
season but he’s too small for an NFL 
regular. The top pick up front was 
Charles Battle, a Grambling linebacker, 
who will get his first shot at end. 

The linebacking was a helter-skelter 
proposition. Edgar Chandler, the former 
Bill, played the middle all season long. 
Ron Acks, another veteran, holds down 
one outside spot but the third incum- 
bent, Steve Kiner, was banished to 
Houston. 

After the Pats drafted Corbett in the 
second round, they had another pick and 
exercised it to take linebacker Steve Nel- 
son of North Dakota State. He may start 
somewhere. 

George Hoey and Ron Bolton are de- 
cent young cornerbacks who haye a 
chance to get better, especially if Fair- 
banks can discover some pass rushers to 
take pressure off them. 

Sandy Durko, the ex-Bengal, and 
Ralph (Sticks) Anderson, who used to be 
a Steeler, finished as the starting safe- 
ties. The deep secondary situation was 
makeshift for Fairbanks but Durko and 
Anderson could have won themselves 
steady work, 

The Pats may have blown a big oppor- 
tunity when ‘they were outbid for rookie 
punter Chuck Ramsey of Wake Forest by 
the Chicago Fire of the World League. 
He was college football's top punter last 
year and could have helped under the 
new rules, Placekicker Jeff White will be 
challenged by anybody who can find his 
way to the Pats’ training camp. 


1973 RECORD (5-9) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 


18 Buffalo 31 23 Philadelphia 24 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
7 Kansas City 10 13 NewYork Jets 33 White 0 21 14 «#263 Bolton 6 65 O 56 10.8 
23 Miami 44 33 Green Bay 24 ~=—~ Plunkett 5 0 0 30 Durko 36 | 26. (OW O46" 8:7 
24 Baltimore 16 32 Houston 0 Cunningham 5 0 0 30 Anderson 2 S50 3 1:5 
7 New York Jets 9 30 San Diego 14. ~Herron 4 0 0 24 
13 Chicago 10 13 Buffalo 37 = Tarver 4 0 0 24 
14 Miami 30 13 Baltimore 18 Windsor 4 0 0 24 PUNTING 
RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
r 
SYMBOLS +—Conference leader Atts Yds TDsigst Avg 22nes SOs Cian ae 
*—Combined Atlanta-New England Cunningham 155 516 4 25 3.3 
record Tarver 72 321 4 28 45 : 
Ashton 93 305 0 34 33 PUNT RETURNS 
Plunkett 44 209 5 20 48 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Herron 67 (200° 2: A733 Heron af 282 O ut 10.4 
RECEIVING tingley Sie Bt 7.0 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst ‘3 Burko 3) net (OF 357 are 
piicket 3 oe 3 64 14. 
ndsor 3 348 4 6 15. 
PASSING Stingley 23 oan 2 S Sd KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs ints Pct Vataha 20 341 2 48 17.1 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Plunkett 376t 193t 2550t 64 13 17 51.38 Herron 18 265 1 29 14.7 Herron 41t 1092+ 1 92 26.6 
eShiner 68 36 432 34 3 4 529 Cunningham 15 144 1 34 96 Stingley 6 143 0 29 23.8 
-—— SS 
OFFENSE 
Ht Wt = Age Exp College Performance Quotlents 
QUARTERBACKS 
Plunkett, Jim 6-2 210 27 4 Stanford Smart, sturdy Plunkett is the game’s premier young field general, but 
*Dowling, Brian 6-2 198 27 3 Yale he can't do it alone, Dowling watches from the sidelines. PERF. QT.: 2. 
RUNNING BACKS 
Cunningham, Sam 6-3 224 24 2 Southern California This unit is far from a lost cause, but e ually far from a productive 
Tarver, John 6-3 216 25 3 Colorado classification. Cunningham, one of Plunkett’s few bodyguards, runs 
Ashton, Josh 6-1 202 25 3 Tulsa hard but his tumble-itis destroys a lot of momentum. Patrick, if he 
McCall, Bob 6-0 205 24 2 Arizona shakes his knee problem, is a moving van who can carry the goods 
Herron, Mack 5-5 170 26 2 Kansas State pretty well. Explosive running backs? None. But tireless Tarver, 
Patrick, Wayne 6-1 230 28 6 Loulsville Ashton and McCall try hard. Kicker-returner Herron is usable in 
Johnson, Andy 6-0 199 22 1 Georgia spots. Johnson, a converted quarterback, has a chance. PERF. QT.: 4. 


RECEIVERS 


Rucker, Reggie (W) 6-2 190 27 5 BostonUniversity A nice assortment of bull’s-eyes Is here for Plunkett to aim his bullets 
Vataha, Randy (W) 5-10 170 26 4 Stanford at. Rucker, with 53 catches, was the busiest by far. But his crew- 
Windsor, Bob (T) 6-4 225 32 8 Kentucky mates were no slouches when pire the opportunity. Stingley and 
Gordon, Dick (W 5-11 190 30 10 Michigan State Vataha showed signs of reliability. Gordon, a transient unhappy in 
Stingley, Darryli(W) 6-0 195 238 2 Purdue three cities, was All-Pro once. Four is a crowd. Windsor is adept at 
Adams, Bob (T) 6-2 225 28 5 Pacific springing free. Adams is an acceptable No. 2. PERF. QT.;: 2. 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Neville, Tom (T) 6-4 260 31 10 Mississippi State Leapin’ Lizards! Plunkett must wonder whose side some of these 
Gray, Leon (T) 6-3 256 23 2 Jackson State so-called friends are on. This sieve obliged 37 sack parties. Most of 
Hannah, John s) 6-2 265 23 2 Alabama the remainder of the time, Plunk was running for his lite. Drafting 
St. Jean, Len (G) 6-0 250 33 11 Northern Michigan Hannah No. 1 in ’73 was a monumental step in the right direction. 
Lenkaitis, Bill (C) 6-4 250 28 7 PennState He’s everything ee thought he would be. Neville’s credentials are 
Adams, Sam (T) 6-3 252 26 3 Prairie View decent. Opposite him will probably be Gray, who came on walvers 
Corbett, Steve(G-C) 6-4 240 22 1 BostonCollege from Miami. St. Jean could be dislodged by Corbett, the top draftees. 
Banks, Willie (G) 6-2 250 28 5 Alcorn A&M At center, Lenkaitis and Morris are among those vying for playing 
Morris, John (C) 6-4 248 32 11 HolyCross time. Adams and Banks aren't much. PERF. QT.: 5. 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKERS 
White, Jeff (Pk) 5-10 167 26 2 Texas-El Paso Skilled craftsmen will be greeted with open arms. Both of these 
Barnes, Bruce (P) 5-11 212 23 2 UCLA erratic fellows could be ousted without regret. PERF. QT.: 5. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Hamilton, Ray (E) 6-1 232 23 2 Oklahoma . Help .. . help! This sorry lot does an excellent imitation of tissue 
Cash, Rick (E) 6-5 245 29 6 Northeast Missouri paper. O.J. Simpson gained 469 yards through them by himself. Un- 
Rowe, David (T) 6-7 265 29 8 Penn State predictable Adams is the only one who can hold his head up most 
Adams, Julius (T) 6-3 257 26 4 Texas Southern of the time. Rowe can look impressive on one play—then awful on 
Smith, Donnell (E) 6-4 245 25 3 Southern the next. Hamilton does some neat things, but his size is a hin- 
Moore, Arthur (T) 6-5 253 23 2 Tulsa drance. Cash gets wiped out on the other side. Fifth-round draft 
Lunsford, Mel (T) 6-3 250 24 2 Central Ohio Battle, a college linebacker, will get a trial here. Other than him, 
Dorsey, Nate (E) 6-4 240 24 2 MississippiValley there was no draft help whatsoever. Rejects Smith, Moore, Lunsford 
Battle, Charles (E) 6-4 230 22 1 Grambling and Dorsey are all there are at the moment. PERF. QT.: 5. 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle) 

LINEBACKERS 
King, Steve (O) - 6-4 255 23 2 Tulsa The S.0.S. signal is being sent from here as well. But at least the 
Acks, Ron (Q) 6- 200 30 7 Illinois Job competition should be spirited. Acks, King and Chandler were 
Chandler,Edgar(M) 6-3 225 28 7 Georgla the starters at season's end, but all too often they were shredded. 
Tanner, John (O) 6-4 235 29 3 Tennessee Tech To say the least, nobody's job js locked up. Peterson and Tanner are 
Peterson, Bill (O) 6-3 226 29 5 SanJose State intent on the outside jobs. Nelson is the primary CARE package for 
Nelson, Steve (M) 6-1 225 22 1 NorthDakotaState assistance to the middie. PERF. QT.: 5. 


(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 


CORNERBACKS 
Hoey, George 5-10 180 28 Michigan The opposition's passing yardage—a mere 95.6 yards per game—is 
Bolton, Ron 6-2 170 24 Norfolk State deceiving. Why pass when it’s so easy to run? However, Bolton Is 
Martin, Donald 5-11 187 25 Yale improving; Hoey is learning. Martin is fair. PERF. QT.: 3. 

SAFETIES 


Durko, Sandy (S) 6-1 186 26 Southern California Mildren, a wishbone quarterback for Coach Fairbanks at Oklahoma, 
Anderson, Ralph(W) 6-1 180 25 West Texas State is the most curious newcomer. He challenges Durko, who barely gets 
Boyd, Greg (W) 6-2 201 24 Arizona by. Jack even could play some offense. Anderson and Boyd inhabit 


Mildren, Jack {S) 6-1 200 Oklahoma the weak side. Neither is a tower of strength. PERF. QT.: 4. (@) 


OnosbS hMoOs 


25 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 
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PITTSBURGH STEELE 


oe iP 


T he moment of truth for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers was probably captured in a still 
photograph that was published in the 
“Miami Herald’ late last season. The 
photo depicted All-Pro strong safety Dick 
Anderson leaping in front of a receiver to 
intercept a pass. 

It was one of four interceptions Ander- 
son made in that Monday night spec- 
tacular, two of which he returned for 
touchdowns. The problem for the 
Steelers was that a third-string quarter- 
back named Joe Gilliam was throwing 
passes to receivers whose names were not 
Ron Shanklin and Frank Lewis. _ 

The Steelers were injury-cursed last 
year and it probably cost them their se- 
cond straight Central Division cham- 
pionship. After 10 games Pittsburgh had 
an 8-2 won-lost record, but by that time 
starting quarterback Terry Bradshaw was 
in the infirmary and his understudy, 
Terry Hanratty, was gasping for breath 
between pangs of agony due to broken 
ribs. 

Lewis, a receiver of spectacular talent 
who is proving to be injury prone, and 
Shanklin, one of the league's most con- 
sistently effective players, were dry- 
docked by a variety of ailments. 

So the Steelers, hoping that their 
quarterbacks would not all be deci- 
mated again this year, moved in the draft 
to make sure they wouldn't be made so 
vulnerable by an occasional wound -to 
their receiver corps. 
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Their first pick was Lynn Swann, 
Southern California's multi-talented 
athlete. Pittsburgh not only got a player 
who might step right into the starting 
lineup but one who will be of im- 
measurable help as a punt and kick re- 
turner under the new liberalized playing 
rules, 

That means that Bradshaw, who many 
feel will answer the glowing descriptions 
the scouts applied to him five years ago, 
has unlimited capabilities when throwing 
to his outside receivers. Since his run- 
ning backs can catch the ball, too, the 
only chink in the Pittsburgh passing 
game is at tight end, where there is 
mediocrity. 

The running game sagged last season 
when Franco Harris was stricken with a 
bad case of bumps and bruises in his 
sophomore year. Still, Franco managed 
698 yards. Frenchy Fuqua (457), Pres- 
ton Pearson (554) and dark-horse Steve 
Davis (266) will battle for the honor of 
lining up alongside Franco. 

The Steelers do a creditable job in the 
offensive line. Center Ray Mansfield and 
Glen Ray Hines have some mileage on 
them but Mansfield splits the center duty 
with Jim Clack anyway and there are two 
young studs on the depth chart, Gordon 
Gravelle and Gerry Mullins, who will be 
breathing down Hines’ neck from the 
first day of training camp. 

Roy Gerela hit on 29 of 43 field goals 
last year and his kickoffs soar. 


RS 


AFC 
Central 


Prediction: 


First 


Defense, however, is the Steelers’ 
primary game. 

They make you fumble; they inter- 
cept your passes; they make things 
happen. For the second year in a row the 
Steelers led the NFL in interceptions 
with 37. They recovered 18 fumbles, 
therefore taking the ball away from the 
opposition 55 times, a league high. 

The folks who make a lot of this 
happen are stationed up front in that 
defense. Tackle Joe Greene is a man op- 
posing teams plot game plans around. 
He is an authentic superstar. Dwight 
White is a popular All-Pro choice, a man 
noted for his meanness, even though 
Greene has the nickname. But L.C. 
Greenwood, the other end, led the club 
in sacks for two of the last three seasons. 

Ernie Holmes had a spectacular first 
half of season in “73, but when Tom 
Keating was acquired from Oakland he 
forced his way into a share of the job. 

Even though the front four is credited 
with being the force of the defensive ef- 
ficiency, the coaches feel that the key to 
the whole thing may be the linebacking. 
Andy Russell captured All-Pro honors for 
years, but now young Jack Ham is rated 
at least his equal. The coaches say middle 
man Henry Davis is nearly up to their 
standards. To make plans for the day 
Russell or Davis retires, Pittsburgh made 
lanky Jack Lambert of Kent State the No. 
2 draftee. 

The only significant change in the 
defense for '74 takes place at corner- 
back, where Jim Thomas replaces John 
Rowser, who was traded to Denver. 
Thomas was the No. | draft choice a year 
ago and has the ability to be a star. 

The other corner is Mel Blount, an ef- 
ficient fellow. Strong-side safety Mike 
Wagner tied for the league lead in inter- 
ceptions with eight. His partner, free 
safety Glen Edwards, had a half dozen. 

The moment of truth for the Steelers 
actually will be six weeks of truth—the 
period from mid-October to mid-Novem- 
ber when they play Kansas City, Cleve- 
land, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Cincinnati 
and Cleveland. 


1973 RECORD (10-5) 


24 Detroit 10 17 Oakland 9 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
33 Cleveland 6 13 Denver 23 «=©Gerela 0 36 29t 123t Wagner 8tt 134 0 38 16.8 
36 Houston iv 16 Cleveland 21 Shanklin 10 0 0 60 Edwards 6 186¢ 1 86 31.0 
38 San Diego 21 26 Miami 380 P. Pearson 4 0 0 24 **Rowser 6 Tot) Uh Pe 28 
7 Cincinnati 19 33 Houston 7 Bradshaw 3 0 0 18 Blount 4 82 0 24 20.5 
24 NewYork Jets 14 37 SanFrancisco 14 Steve Davis 3 0 0 18 Russell 3 54 1 45 18.0 
20 Cincinnati 13 (Playoff) Harris 3 0 0 18 
21 Washington 16 14 Oakland 33 = Lewis 3 0 0 18 
B. Pearson 3 0 0 18 PUNTING 
SYMBOLS **—Traded RUSHING Walden aot Peet aee 
+—Conference leader Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
+t —Tied for conference lead Harris 188 698 3 35 3.7 
2 Pearson 182 aes 2 ry! 4.2 PUNT RETURNS 
uqua 7 457 2 25 3.9 
SteveDavis 67 266 2 27 4.0 Eqwards  Sr® Yas TOs Lgst Avg 
ee =. RECEIVING Meyer 18 80 0 18 4.4 
N Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Atts Comps Yds LgstTDs Ints Pet Shanklin 30 711 10 67 23.7 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Bradshaw 180 89 1183 67 10 15 49.4 Lewis 23 409 3 53 17.8 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Hanratty 69 31 643 53 8 5 44.9 B.Pearson 23 317 3 46 13.8 SteveDavis 15 404 0 48 26.9 
Gilliam 60 20 $31 46 2 6 333 Fuqua 17 150 0 22 8.8 P. Pearson 16 308 O 28 19.3 
— SSS 
OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College Performance Quotlents 
QUARTERBACKS 
Bradshaw, Terry 6-3 218 25 5 Louisiana Tech Bradshaw, rough edges and all, stands on the verge of superstardom. 
Hanratty, Terry 6-1 210 26 6 Notre Dame Hanratty filled in well enough to feel he should start. When both 
Gilliam, Joe 6-2 187 23 3 Tennessee State were injured, Gilliam showed he belongs. PERF. QT.: 2. 
RUNNING BACKS 
Harris, Franco 6-2 230: 24 3 PennState Harris, the golden boy of '72, was short-circuited by injury but tin- 
Pearson, Preston 6-1 205 29 68 Illinois ished with a charge in '73. When healthy, he bulldozes. Last year’s ad- 
Fuqua, John 5-11 205 27 6 Morgan State ditional burden was shouldered well by Pearson. And after an off 
Davis, Steve 6-1 218 24 3 Delaware State year, Fuqua is out to make amends. Davis is coming on strong. Bleler 
Bleier, Rocky 5-11 210 28 6 Notre Dame sparkles on special teams. PERF. QT.: 2. 
RECEIVERS 
Shanklin, Ron (W) 6-1 190 26 5 NorthTexasState The $64 question is: Can these wide receivers stay in one piece? 
Lewis, Frank (W) 6-1 196 27 4 Grambling If so, they're high-mileage guys. Shanklin continues to blossom. But 
McMakin, John (T) 6-3 232 23 3 Clemson he was hurt, as was road-runner Lewis. They're adept at giving 
Pearson, Barry(W) 5-11 185 24 3 Northwestern shivers to opposition cornerbacks. Swann is a blue-chip rookie who 
Swann, Lynn (W) 5-10 178 21 1 Southern California will also be valuable returning kicks. Pearson and Stallworth are 
Brown, Larry (T) 6-4 229 25 4 Kansas looked to for depth. Tight end is a problem. McMakin skidded dras- 
Stallworth, John (Ww) 6-2 183 22 1 AlabamaA&M tically. Brown doesn't prompt jumps for joy. PERF. QT.: 3. 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Kolb, Jon (T) 6-3. 262 27 #6 Oklahoma State There are no household names here—but there /s crisp efficiency. 
Hines, Glen Ray(T) 6-5 265 30 9 Arkansas Agile Van Dyke, the ringleader, is All-Pro. Hard-charging Davis is a 
Van Dyke, Bruce(G) 6-2 255 30 9 Missouri perfect complement. Kolb and Hines block well for the pass but 
Davis, Sam (G) 6-1 255 30 8 Allen could sharpen up their efforts on runs, Some uncertainty exists at 
Mansfield, Ray (C) 6-3 260 33 12 Washington center. Senior citizen Manstield can't last forever. He and steadily 
Gravelle,Gordon(T) 6-5 250 25 3 Brigham Young maturing Clack split the chores and will do so again. Versatile 
Mullins, Gerry(G-T) 6-3 244 25 4 Southern Callfornia Mullins is challenging for regular duty. Well-regarded Gravelle, slow 
Clack, Jim (C) 6-3 250 26 4 Wake Forest to recover from knee problems, could work his way into the picture. 
Holmes, Mel (G) 6-3 251 24 4 NorthCarolinaA&T Holmes js still learning. PERF. QT.: 3. 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Gerela, Roy 5-10 185 26 6 NewMexicoState Gerela booted 67 per cent of his field aoe tries. He's deadly. In- 
Walden, Bobby 6-0 190 36 11 Georgia consistency is creeping up on the aging Walden. PERF. QT.: 2. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
White, Dwight (E) 6-4 255 25 3 East Texas State They're awesome—and they're young. The pass rush is absolutely 
“Greenwood,L.C.(E) 6-6 245 27 6 Arkansas AM&N voracious. Therein lies the key to the entire defense: forcing mistakes 
Greene, Joe (T) 6-4 275 27 6 NorthTexasState via sheer harassment. Greene is overpowering. A Pro Bow! fixture, 
Holmes, Ernie (T) 6-3 260 26 3 TexasSouthern Joe is second to none. And he’s a leader. Savvy veteran Keating, 
Furness, Steve (E-T) 6-4 255 23 3 Rhodelsland hoping to elude the injury gadfly, will scrap with bull-like Holmes 
Hanneman, Craig(E) 6-3 240 25 3 Oregon State for the other tackle slot. White and Greenwood are superb on the 
Keating, Tom (T) 6-2 247 31 11 Michigan flanks. Furness and Hanneman are capable subs. PERF. QT.: 1. 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Ham, Jack (O) 6-1 225 25 4 Penn State Russell and Ham played on guts last year. Both were hurt, but dem- 
Russell, Andy (O) 6-2. 225 32 10 Missourl onstrated again that they're among the best in the game. Andy may 
Davis, Henry (M) 6-3 235 31 7 prembling: move to the middle; Davis could be supplanted there. Lambert, the 
Webster, George (O) 6-4 220 28 8 MichiganState No. 2 draftee, is the heir apparent to Russell. But Toews may have 
Toews, Loren (O) 6-3 212 22 2 Callfornia something to say about that. Or the rookie could challenge for the 
Bradley, Ed (M) 6-2 239 24 3 Wake Forest middle. Bradley, a real kamikaze,is excellent on special units. Web- 
Lambert, Jack(O-M) 6-4 215 21 1 Kent State ster, once pre-eminent at his position, is an enigma, PERF. QT.: 2. 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Blount, Mel 6-3 205 26 5 Southern Thomas, still on the green side, replaces John Rowser, who was 
Thomas, James 6-2 196 23 2 Florida State dealt to Denver. Blount does a workmaniike job. Dockery is all right 
Dockery, John 6-0 185 29 7 Harvard for spot duty and can play safety, too. It would be nice if Allen 
Allen, Jimmy 6-2 194 22 1 UCLA could show something. Injuries are a major fear here, PERF. QT.: 3. 
SAFETIES 
Wagner, Mike (S) 6-1} 210 25 4 Western Illinois Just as at the corners, the meal ticket for these guys is the rush up 
Edwards, Glen (W) 6-0 185 27 4 Florida A&M front. Wagner and Edwards, pass pilferers par excellence, have a 
Meyer, Dennis (S) 5-11 186 24 2 Arkansas nose for the ball. Meyer husties. Henley is a SADE But fingers 
Henley, Bruce (W) 6-1 177 22 1 A—ice are crossed here, too, for fear of injuries. PERF. QT.: 2. 
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Boobie Clark, a 12th draft choice, rambled for the Bengals. 


A lot of pro football teams swear they 
are on to something big at the start of 
every season, but the Cincinnati Bengals 
swore to it in a court of law last spring. 

Witness after witness, players and 
coaches, testifying in the Bengals’ 
attempt to get an injunction against the 
World Football League raiding their 
roster, swore that the Cincinnati club 
could reach the top in ‘74. 

They came close to it in "73. At mid- 
season they were floundering around in 
the Central Division of the American 
Conference, dueling Cleveland for 
runner-up rights to the high-flying Pitts- 
burgh Steelers. Then, like a shot, the 
Bengals took off, winning six straight 
games to close the season as divisional 
champions as Pittsburgh faltered under 
the weight of injuries. 

What propelled the Bengals in that 
stretch run was youth—skilled and 
speedy youth. 

Suddenly the passing combination of 
Ken Anderson, the young quarterback, 
to blazing swift catcher Isaac Curtis dis- 
covered how to unlock long gains against 
zone defenses. The Bengals’ huge offen- 
sive line ripped fissures in opposing 
defenses for little Essex Johnson and his 
bright new fullback partner, Boobie 
Clark. 

Not the least of the late-blooming 
weapons was a defense that many feel 
may be the next great one in the 
NFL—loaded with quality talent in 
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every area, despite the loss of Bill Ber- 
gey, a threatened WFL jumper. 

The new rules in the National League 
won't hurt the Bengals a bit. In fact Paul 
Brown, a member of the competition 
committee which formulated the rules 
package that the owners agreed to, was 
accused of favoring his own star receiver 
by pushing through measures that make 
it easier for the pass catcher to get off the 
line of scrimmage and out into his 
pattern. “The Isaac Curtis rule,” they 
are calling it. 

Brown does admit that Curtis and 
Charlie Joiner “seem to vacuum in those 
balls that get anywhere near them.” But 
they aren't the only weapons the Bengals 
have. Clark burrowed his way to 988 
yards and caught 45 passes in his rookie 
season. Johnson rushed for even more 
yardage, 997, and will be reinforced by 
the arrival of Colorado's Charlie Davis, a 
key draft choice. 

Anderson may be one of the coming 
quarterbacks in the league, He hit Curtis 
for five touchdown passes on the last 
two Sundays of the season, enjoying a 
293-yard day in the finale against 
Houston. 

The line is deep and skilled. Center 
Bob Johnson and tackle Vernon Holland 
are among the best in the NFL at their 
positions. When Stan Walters was strick- 
en by hepatitis last year, Brown had 
another quality tackle to step right in, 
Rufus Mayes. Howard Fest, Pat Matson 
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and John Shinners are at the top of a 
quality guard pool. 

The new kicking rules shouldn't be a 
hardship on Cincinnati. Dave Lewis long 
has been a clever, powerful punter. 
Placekicker Horst Muhlmann is accurate 
from close in and the longer kickoff 
shouldn't be beyond his range. 

Detensively, the Bengals’ front 
presents a problem of quickness and mo- 
tion to its opponents. Exhibit A is Mike 
Reid, nearly peerless as an interior pass 
rusher. His game is quickness and few 
play it better. His tackle partner, Ron 
Carpenter, is among the most underrated 
defensive players in the NFL. While 
Reid goes head-hunting, Carpenter stays 
at home and protects against the run. 
The one inconsistency is Sherman White 
at defensive end. He can be brilliant one 
game, third-rate the next. 

Bergey, the outstanding middle line- 
backer who was the object of the Ben- 
gals’ anti-WFL suit, was traded to the 
Philadelphia Eagles. (How's that for 
coachly wrath!) He will be missed. 
His replacement figures to be the prom- 
ising Doug Adams or Tim Kearney. 

Ron Pritchard, the ex-Houston Oiler, 
performed well last year, but the other 
outside backer, Al Beauchamp, could be 
subject to a challenge. , 

Another bit of competition may 
develop deep in the secondary if corner- 
back Bernard Jackson shows enough 
tackling ability to push Neil Craig at 
strong-side + safety. Tommy Casanova 
didn’t have the bang-up season he 
enjoyed as a rookie, but that can be 
chalked up to nagging injuries. 

Lemar Parrish and Ken Riley are 
fixtures at the corners. Both cover passes 
well and come up on the run nicely. 

Besides Davis, the draft brought other 
goodies like first-choice defensive line- 
man Bill Kollar, offensive linemen Daryl 
White and Dave Lapham and line- 
backer Evan Jolitz. 

Youngsters making a push now that 
they have some pro experience include 
tight end Al-Chandler, linebacker Jim 
LeClair and wide receiver Tim George. 


1973 RECORD (10-5) 


10 Denver 28 16 Buffalo 13 
24 Houston 10 20 New York Jets 14 Muhimann 
20 San Diego 13 42 St. Louis 24 ~=Curtis 
10 Clevetand 17 27 Minnesota 0B. Clark 
19 Pittsburgh 7 34 Cleveland 17 E. Johnson 
14 Kansas City 6 27 Houston 24 Trumpy 
13. Pittsburgh 20 (Playoftt) 
10 Dallas 38 16 Miami 34 
SYMBOLS *—Retired E. Johnson 
“"—Traded B. Clark 
+—Conference leader Elliott 
Anderson 
Curtis 
PASSING B. Clark 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Trumpy 
Anderson 329 179 2428 78 18 12 54.4 E. Johnson 
*Cook 3 1 11611 #O 0 33.3 Joiner 


INTERCEPTIONS 


SCORING 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 31 21 94 Casanova 4 33 0 16 83 
9 0 OQ 54 **Bergey 3 | £50.) sO F220 06:7. 
8 0 0 48 Beauchamp 3 4 0 4 1.3 
7 0 0 42 
5 0 Qo} 630 
PUNTING 
Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
RUSHING Lewis 68 2790 60 41.0 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
195 997 4 46 5.41 
se aoe ri ye PUNT RETURNS 
; Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
2697 0 17 3.7 Parrish 25 200 0 47 8.0 
RECEIVING Casanova 15. 419 0 27 7.9 
be a mEe so ng 
45 8 77 18.7 
45 347 0 39 aa KICKOFF RETURNS 
29 435 5 53 15.0 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
28 356 3 7812.7 Jackson 21 520 0 1 24.8 
13 214 0 26 16.5 Wilson 8 173 0 27 216 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
’ Anderson, Ken 6-2 211 25 4 Augustana 
Clark, Wayne 6-3 203 27 4 U.S. International 
RUNNING BACKS 
Clark, Boobie 6-2 245 23 2 Bethune-Cookman 
Johnson, Essex 5-9 201 27 7 Grambling 
Davis, Charlie 5-11 205 22 1 Colorado 
Dressler, Doug 6-3. 228 26 4 Chico State 
Wilson, Joe 5-10 210 23 2 HolyCross 
Elliott, Lenvil 6-0 200 23 2 Northeast Missouri 
RECEIVERS 
Curtis, Isaac (W) 6-1 193 23 2 SanDiego State 
Myers, Chip (W) 6-6 210 29 7 Northwest Oklahoma 
Trumpy, Bob (T) 6-6 228 28 7 Utah 
Joiner, Charlie (W) 5-11 188 26 6 Grambling 
George, Tim (W) 6-5 225 22 2 Carson-Newman 
Chandler, Al (T) 6-2 233 23 2 Oklahoma 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Holland, Vernon(T) 6-6 268 26 4 Tennessee State 
Mayes, Rufus (T 6-5 260 25 6 OhioState 
Fest, Howard (G 6-6 262 28 7 Texas 
Matson, Pat (G) 6-1 245 30 9 Oregon 
Johnson, Bob (C) 6-5 262 27 7 Tennessee 
Shinners, John (G) 6-3 255 27 6 Xavier 
Walters, Stan (T 6-6 270 25 3 Syracuse 
Deleone, Tom(C-G) 6-2 252 24 3 OhioState 
Lapham, David(G-T) 6-3 255 22 1 Syracuse 
White, Daryl (G) 6-3 252 22 1 Nebraska 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Muhimann, Horst(Pk) 6-2 219 34 6 None 
Lewis, Dave (P) 6-2 225 29 5 Stanford 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Berry, Royce (E) 6-4 250 28 6 Houston 
White, Sherman(E) 6-5 255 25 3 California 
Reid, Mike (T) 6-3 255 26 5 Penn State 
Carpenter, Ron (T) 6-4 261 26 65 North Carolina St. 
Kollar, Bill (T-E) 6-3 254 21 1 Montana State 
Johnson, Ken (E) 6-6 265 27 4 Indiana 
Bishop, Richard(T) 6-0 275 23 1 Loulsville 
Thomas, Lee (E) 6-5 240 28 4 Jackson State 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Beauchamp, Al(O) 6-2 237 30 7 Southern 
Pritchard, Ron (O) 6-1 235 27 46 Arizona State 
Adams, Doug (M) 6-1 222 24 4 Qhio State 
Avery, Ken (O) 6-1 227 30 8 Southern Miss. 
Kearney, Tim(O-M) 6-2 227 24 3 Northern Michigan 
LeClair, Jim (O) 6-2 226 24 3 North Dakota 
Jolitz, Evan (O) 6-2 225 22 1 Cincinnati 
(O)—Outside Linebacke (M)—Middle Linebackers 
CORNERBACKS 
Parrish, Lemar 5-11 185 26 § Lincoln 
Riley, Ken 5-11 181 26 6 Florida A&M 
Jackson, Bernard 6-0 173 24 3 Washington State 
SAFETIES 
Craig, Neal (S) 6-1 191 26 4 Fisk 
Casanova, Tommy(W)6-2 202 24 93 Louisiana State 
Jones, Bob (W-S) 6-1 194 23 2 Virginia Union 
Blackwood, Lyle(W) 6-0 189 23 2 TCU 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotients 


Anderson, though unspectacular, moves the team. Clark, from San 
Diego, is an adequate backup. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Clark came out of nowhere to gain nearly 1,000 yards. His tank- 
like assaults coordinated well with the darting sorties of Johnson, 
who gained 997 yards. But Essex will be pushed hard by rookie 
flash Davis. Dressler, hurt all year, will spell Clark. This is a healthy 
situation. Elliott is being brought along slowly. Wilson will try to hang 
on. PERF, QT.: 2. 


There is no better young receiver in the league than Curtis. Isaac 
gives defenders fits now. Think about when he matures. He could use 
help from the other side to relieve defensive pressure. Steady Myers 
is brilliant on occasion. Joiner is a speed merchant. But those two 
only played five games apiece. Trumpy Is there when you need him. 
George and Chandler are talented youngsters. PERF. QT.: 2. 


A lot of coaches would love to have these people. There's a lot 
of them—and they all can play. The Bengal coaching staff felt Hol- 
land deserved to be in the Pro Bowl. He's a skilled drive blocker 
and pass protector. Unobtrusive Johnson has his excellence taken 
for granted. He’s as good as they come. Up-and-down Mayes is the 
incumbent at left tackle. But Walters, his iliness over, will scrap to get 
a regular place back. Reliable Matson flirted with the WFL. Fest and 
Shinners are adept messenger guards. The draft brings in Lapham 
and White with impressive portfolios. Deleone fights to stick. A trade 
to get rid of the surplus Is likely. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Muhimann has some erratic moments but no one is complaining. 
Lewis is a punter of considerable repute. PERF. QT.: 2. 


All-Pro Reid, a savage attacker, is the heart of this group. Carpenter 
is an underrated stay-at-home type. White can be spectacular— 
when he's in the mood. But he’s often in Coach Brown's doghouse. 
The presence of top draft choice Kollar—a good one—may wake up 
Sherman, although the rookie is better suited to play tackle. Berry is 
inconspicuous, but he’s in on an awful lot of tackles. Hefty Johnson 
Is nice to have. Bishop and Thomas are long-shots; they may not 
even make the team. PERF. QT.: 2. 


How much will the Bengals miss middle backer Bill Bergey, ban- 

ished to Philadelphia after his threatened WFL defection? It they 

can fill the void, they should be all right. Adams and Kearney are 

the leading candidates. Pritchard is a head-hunter. Beauchamp may 

be vulnerable to a challenge. Versatile Avery will be trying to 

ae again. LeClair is capable. Jolitz will get a long look. PERF. 
tae} 


Despite their economy size, Parrish and Riley handle their positions 
well. Receptions are surrendered grudgingly. The new rules enhance 
Lemar as a kick returner. Jackson is eager. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Wunderkind Casanova, annoyed by injury, slipped a little last season 
but should bounce back. He can be superb. Jackson may move from 
corner to threaten Craig's first-team status. Youthful Jones and 
Blackwood will learn by watching. PERF. QT.: 3. 
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Mike Phipps is still the Browns' quarterback hope. 


AL he Browns are like the circus, a 
tradition. The names change, but the 
roles go on. Marion Motley leaves and 
Jim Brown arrives, followed by Leroy 
Kelly. One era it's Mac Speedie and 
Dante Lavelli, the next it’s Gary Collins 
and Paul Warfield. 

But the show is in danger of not going 
on for the Browns these days. The baton 
isn't being passed without interruption, 
as it used to be. The pause hasn't been 
refreshing for owner Art Modell. 

What ails the Browns most is their 
offense. Kelly is getting old and shows it. 
Late last spring a Cleveland newspaper 
published a sports editorial in which he 
was urged to quit. When he wouldn't 
go gracefully, he was traded to Oak- 
land. The young quarterback, Mike 
Phipps, hasn’t progressed anywhere 
near the pace at which the Browns 
would like to see him come along. 

Finding solutions to those problems is 
difficult enough, but when you have to 
find solutions without losing too much 
ground to divisional rivals like Cincin- 
nati and Pittsburgh, it can be deadly. 
The fact is that the Browns are in what 
may be the toughest division in the 
National League, and unless they can 
shore up their soft spots almost im- 
mediately, the young Bengals and 
Steelers could put them in a hole the 
Clevelanders may take years to climb 
out of, 

To find the Browns’ leading rusher 
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you had to go to the 18th ranking in the 
American Conference, where the name 
of Ken Brown was listed. Brown, a com- 
parative unknown, ran for a modest 537 
yards. 

To find the team's leading pass 
receiver you had to go down to the 16th 
ranking in the AFC, where journeyman 
Frank Pitts finished. He averaged only 
10.2 yards on his 31 catches. The other 
starting wide’ receiver, Fair Hooker, 


’ averaged 10.9 yards on his 18 catches. 


The only quarterbacks who ranked 
below Phipps in the AFC standings were 
the two rookie starters, Joe Ferguson of 
Buffalo and Dan Fouts of San Diego, and 
Dan Pastorini, who has the formidable 
handicap of playing with the Houston 
Oilers. Mike had a touchdown-pass-to- 
interception ratio of 9 to 20. 

What to do? 

For starters Coach Nick Skorich 
brought in Dick Wood, one-time 
quarterback for the Jets, Raiders and 
other pro clubs, to serve as offensive 
coordinator. His primary project will be 
Phipps. 

Then there is Greg Pruitt. The Browns 
looked upon the former Oklahoma star as 
a novelty, a guy to be used in spot situa- 
tions, to return punts and the like. But 
that was until late in the year when their 
offensive problems overwhelmed them 
and Pruitt got to play a lot despite his 
lack of size. 

Pruitt almost has to play regularly if 
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the Browns are to upgrade their running 
attack, and he has to prove that his six- 
yards-a-carry average of his rookie season 
wasn't a complete fluke. 

The solutions to other Cleveland trou- 
ble spots in the offense were thought to 
be found in the draft of the last two 
years, but that source seems to have gone 
dry, Last season the Browns thought they 
had eased their receiving troubles by 
making Steve Holden their No. 1 pick. 
Holden caught three passes for 27 yards 
and there is fear that he'll never make it. 
There was another first-round draftee, 
guard Pete Adams of Southern Cali- 
fornia, but he tore up a knee before he 
got into the regular season, 

This year the top pick was offensive 
tackle Billy Corbett, but he signed with 
Toronto of the Canadian League. 

One of the big defensive problems was 
eased last season when the Browns sur- 
rendered a No. 1 draft choice for San 
Diego's Bob Babich. Babich had a knee 
injury which required post-season sur- 
gery, but he still upgraded the lineback- 
ing from the middle position. 

The biggest difference in the defense 
could be made by the promotion of 
defensive backfield coach Richie 
McCabe to defensive coordinator. 
McCabe's kind of enthusiasm is conta- 
gious and his ideas are futuristic. 

The secondary he built is quickly 
becoming one of the league's best. 
Cornerbacks Clarence Scott and Thom 
Darden are an exceptional pair and 
young Van Green broke in as a smashing 
safety during his rookie year. There is 
still hope for a couple of highly drafted 
youngsters, Jim Stienke and Clifford 
Brooks. 

Finding a defensive end who can put 
some consistent pressure on the passers is 
becoming a difficult thing. The coaches 
are getting impatient with Joe Jones, and 
the rest of the wingmen are nothing 
special. This area has suffered since Jack 
Gregory defected to the Giants. 

The middle is better protected, by 
Walter Johnson and Jerry Sherk, two of 
the AFC’s better tackles. 


1973 RECORD (7-5-2) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
24 Baltimore 14 3 Minnesota 26 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
6 Pittsburgh _ 33 23 Houston 13° Cockroft 0 24 #22 90 = G.Scott 5 71 1 45 14.2 
12 New York Giants 10 7 Oakland Phipps 5 0 0 30 **Davis 2 33 0 20 16.5 
17 Cincinnati 10 21 Pittsburgh 16 Pruitt 5 0 0 30 Sumner 2 2g 4 20 
9 Miami 17 20 Kansas City Pitts 4 0 0 24 
42 Houston 13 17 Cincinnati 34 Kelly 3 0 Oo 18 
16 San Diego 16 17 Los Angeles 30 PUNTING 
RUSHING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg le a 
SYMBOLS **_Traded a 161 537 0. 47 34 Cockroft 82¢ 3321 71 40.5 
t+t—Conference leader f Ppp 60 ES 5 27 66 
**Kelly 132 389 3 19 2.9 
Pruitt 61 369 4 65 6.0 Pee tee Last Avg 
Latest 26 19R OY 48 5.2 oeiitt 16 180 0 46 11.3 
RECEIVING ice? Gey aan aee 
Reve Mo sl Lgst we 
Pitts 1 334 26 10. 
PASSING Morin 26 417° 41 51 160 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Brown 22 187 0 46 85 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Phipps 299 148 1719 51 9 20 49.5 Hooker 18 196 2 26 10.9 Pruitt 16 453 0 54 28.3 
Horn 8 4 aay ta! od 0 50.0 **Kelly 15 180 0 36 12.0 Lefear 15 337 0. 59 22:5 
nnn nn nn nn sss 
OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College Performance Quotilents 
QUARTERBACKS 
Phipps, Mike 6-3 205 26 5 Purdue Disappointing Phipps needs to make giant strides. But he does have 
Horn, Don - 195 29 8 San Diego State Star potential. Experienced Horn is okay as No. 2. PERF. QT.: 4. 
RUNNING BACKS 
Pruitt, Greg ; 5-10 190 23 2 Oklahoma There was no punch here in '73. Mercurial Pruitt is looked to for a 
Brown, Ken 5-10 203 28 5 None desperately needed energy transfusion. Judging from his kick-return 
Scott, Bo 6-3 215 31 6 OhloState exploits and late-season backfield duty, Greg may be able to do it. 
Lefear, Billy * 5-11 197 24 3 Henderson State But more is needed to make the running game work. Brown is ordi- 
McKinnis, Hugh 6-1 215 26 2 Arizona State nary. Lefear might help. Scott has been plaqued by injuries. McKin- 
ag tL e 6-4 245 22 1 WestTexasState  nisis iffy. Pritchett’s knee is doubtful. PERF. QT.: 4. 
R 
Pitts, Frank (W) 6-2 195 30 10 Southern The help-wanted sign is up. Pitts and Hooker averaged barely over 
“Hooker, Fair (W) 6-1 195 27 6 Arizona State 10 yards per catch last year. They didn't make things any easier 
Morin, Milt (T) 6-4 236 31 9 Massachusetts for Phipps. Richardson helps, but he’s no kid anymore. The Browns 
Richardson,G.(W) 6-2 200 32 8 Jackson State agonized over much-heralded Holden. He had a major liability: He 
*Glass, Chip (T) 6-4 235 27 46 Florida State simply couldn't catch the ball. They're praying he'll snap out of it. 
Holden, Steve (W) 6-1 198 23 2 Arizona State Herrick could be a plus. Morin returned to his usual high-pertorm- 
Herrick, Bob(W) \ 6-1 189 22 1 Purdue ance level. Glass was hurt, but he’s capable. PERF. QT.: 4. 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
*McKay, Bob (T) 6-5 260 26 5 Texas Putting five healthy athletes on the field at one time was difficult 
Dieken, Doug (T) 6-6 254 25 4 Illinois last year, The retirement of wily 16-year vet Gene Hickerson creates 
Demarie, John (G) 6-3. 246 29 8 Louisiana State a void at guard that presumably will be filled by Adams, whose torn- 
Adams, Pete (G-T) 6-4 260 23 1 Southern California up knee kept him shelved all last season. Injuries also relegated the 
DeMarco, Bob (C) 6-2 248 35 14 Dayton usually efficient Demarie to the sidelines a lot. Dieken and McKay 
Morris, Chris (T) 6-3 250 24 3 Indiana are a tested young tackle tandem. DeMarco did well, but he’s 35. 
Hutchison, Chuck (G) 6-8 250 25 5 OhloState Journeyman Copeland will back him up. Hutchison and Morris are 
Copeland, Jim(C-G) 6-2 243 29 8 Virginia developing. Pena was bitten again by the injury bugaboo. Sullivan, 
Pena, Bubba (G) 6-2 250 25 2 Massachusetts drafted in the seventh round, may be able to contribute. Tackle 
Sullivan, Gerry (C-T) 6- 245 22 1 = Illinois Billy Corbett, Cleveland’s No. 7 draftee, went to Canada. PERF. QT.: 3. 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKER 
Cockroft, Don(Pk-P) 6-1 195 29 7 Adams State Double-duty Don is one of the club's major assets. PERF. QT.: 2. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Jones, Joe (E) 6-6 250 26 4 Tennessee State Redoubtable tackles Johnson and Sherk supply stability here. No- 
Roman, Nick (E) 6-3 244 26 5 Ohio State body handles them very well very often. However, assistance is des- 
Johnson, Walter(T) 6-4 265 31 10 LosAngelesState perately needed at end where Jones isn’t exactly a model of consist- 
Sherk, Jerry (T) 6-5 255 26 5 Oklahoma State ency. Neither he nor average pros Roman and Briggs mounted 
Briggs, Bob (E) 6-4 258 29 7 Heidelberg charges that made too many passers blink, Ivy Pane Barisich got 
Barisich, Carl (T) 6-4 255 23 2 Princeton to play some and began to adapt to the pro style. Aldridge, anew face 
ligenfritz, Mark (E) 6-5 235 22 1 Vanderbilt in Cleveland, has been kicking around. Ilgentritz, the fiith-round 
Aldridge, Allen (E) 6-6 245 29 3 Prairie View draft pick, may be able to help. '72 draftee Sims tries again to come 
Sims, Lester (E) 6-4 250 24 1 Alabama State back from a leg injury. PERF. QT.: 3. 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS ' 
Garlington, John(O) 6-1 218 28 7 Louisiana State The acquisition of Babich from the Chargers bolstered a lackluster 
Hall, Charley (O) 6-4 225 25 4 Houston situation a year ago. Things could be even better this time if off- 
Babick, Bob (M) 6-2 231 27 #5 Miami (Ohio) season surgery removes the gimp from his knee. He's a quality 
Andrews, Bill (O) 6-1 220 29 8 S.E. Louisiana player. Andrews, Hall and Garlington all know what to do on the 
Romaniszyn, J.(O-M) 6-2 224 22 2 Edinboro State outside, but none stands out. Romaniszyn is coming along strongly. 
Long, Mel (O) 6-1 228 27 2 Toledo Long helps on special teams, PERF. QT.: 3. 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Scott, Clarence 6-0 180 25 4 Kansas State Under Richie McCabe's tutelage, this secondary became the best 
Darden, Thom 6-2 195 24 3 Michigan young one in the league. Scott is All-Pro material. Darden is getting 
Brooks, Cliff 6-1 190 25 3 Tennessee State there but may be even better equipped for his original position, 
Stienke, Jim 5-11 188 23 2 S.W. Texas St. safety. Brooks and Stienke are improving. PERF. QT.: 2. 
SAFETIES 
Summer, Walt (S) 6-1 195 27 6 Florida State Hard-hitting Green was a genuine diamond in the rough. The Browns 
Green, Van (W) 6-1 192 23 2 Shaw were elated. Workmanlike Sumner isn't noticed, but he’s smart and 
Brown, Eddie (W) 5-11 184 22 1 Tennessee capable, Brown will try to fitin. PERF. QT.: 3.) 


(S)—Strong-side 
*—WFL 1975 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 
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HOUSTON OILERS 


ay AFC 


Central 


Prediction: 
Fourth 


op ee 


If Dan Pastorini’s protection improves, so wi 


One of the memorable pictures on 
Monday-night television in 1972 showed 
a man asleep ,in his Astrodome seat 
during a game between the Oilers and 
Oakland early in the season. He may be 
asleep yet. The Oilers certainly haven't 
done anything to wake him up. 

The Oilers set an NFL record for futili- 
ty last season, losing 13 games and win- 
ning only one. It was a Xerox of their 
1972 season, 

Things aren't going to get a helluva lot 
better this season, The Oilers had only 
two picks in the first six rounds in the last 
draft. Both of the players they selected 
signed with the World Football League. 
Houston traded away most of its early 
selections for veteran players. Few of 
them have paid off to date. 

What the Oilers do have are a pair of 
the brightest young quarterbacks in foot- 
ball, Dan Pastorini and Lynn Dickey. 
But keeping them alive behind the kind 
of offensive line which Houston has may 
be tougher than putting them to effec- 
tive use. In order to find more incompe- 
tents than there are in the Oiler offen- 
sive line, it might be necessary to go to 
the Committee to Re-elect The Presi- 
dent. 

What they don’t have would take a 
week to inventory. 

Start with the running game. Fred 
Willis is an honest plodder, but with the 
Oilers he’s the wheelhorse. He had 579 
yards rushing last year but led the AFC 
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li his performance. 


in receiving with 57 catches, which 
totaled only 371 yards. Speedy Bob 
Gresham gained 400 yards rushing but 
George Amundson may get the long look 
in his second year in Gresham’s run- 
ning back position. The youngster was 
converted from quarterback, his college 
position, in his first pro season. 

The Oilers also are taking a look at Bill 
Thomas, the young fullback whose 
career in Dallas ended when he couldn't 
shake a chronic shoulder injury. 

Wide receivers Billy Parks and Ken 
Burrough evenly split 86 receptions last 
year, but the feeling is that the Oilers 
don’t get total effort from them. Both are 
enormously skilled. Parks can’t make up 
his mind whether football is worthy of his 
full attention or not; Burrough looks in- 
terested on even fewer occasions. The ef- 
fort put out by the tight ends, Mack 
Alston and Ron Mayo, is more satisfac- 
tory, but the results aren't materially 
different. 

Things like that don’t make life easy 
for Pastorini and Dickey. 

Young Brian Goodman is considered a 
comer at guard by the Houston coaches, 
and Bill Curry could be a formidable 
center if he-can lick the aftereffects of 
surgery on his broken leg. But other than 
these two, the offensive line cupboard is 
somewhat bare. 

Skip Butler, who has kicked around 
from training camp to training camp for 
several years, found a haven with the 


Oilers. His field goaling reads 15 for 24. 
His 36 punts averaged 37.3 yards. 
Pastorini, also a punter, was better—40.3 
yards on 27 punts. 

Defensively there are worse front fours 
in the NFL than that fielded by the 
Oilers. Elvin Bethea is the most 
experienced man on the line and also the 
defender of highest quality. 

The other end, former Cowboy Tody 
Smith, has the ability to produce at a 
high level. The Dallas brass decided he 
was unlikely to deliver at a consistent 
rate and nothing he did in Houston last 
year countered the Dallas argument. The 
No. | pick in last year’s draft, huge John 
Matuszak, immediately broke in as a 
starting tackle and gave evidence he will 
be a solid, first-class player. 

Both men who shared the other defen- 
sive tackle are parts of experiments this 
year. Al Cowlings will try to transfer his 
6-foot-5, 255-pound frame to outside 
linebacker, where there is not an 
overflow of All-Pros. Greg Sampson will 
convert to offensive tackle. The new man 


‘who will play alongside Matuszak could 


be Jim Dunaway, who was claimed from 
Miami late in the season. He has a back 
ailment, however. 

The linebacking is an almost total jum- 
ble. 

The most solid performer was Gregg 
Bingham, who converted froma college 
down lineman to middle linebacker in his 
rookie year. He’s a workman. 

The Oilers traded with New England 
for Steve Kiner, whose strange hobbies 
sometimes break his football concentra- 
tion. There's some question whether he’s 
big enough even when he is paying 
attention. The names of the rest of the 
competitors are not impressive; Paul 
Guidry, who will probably capture the 
other outside job, is a veteran whose best 
days are behind’ him. 

Everyone is yulnerable in the secon- 
dary. Willie Alexander was a bright pros- 
pect at one time, but his reputation is 
getting tarnished. Joe Blahak doesn’t 
have much speed but he did some good 
things as a rookie safety. 


» 


1973 RECORD (1-13) 


14 New York Giants 34 31 Baltimore 27 
10 Cincinnati 24 13 Cleveland 23 ~= Butler 
7 Pittsburgh 36 14 Kansas City 38 = Willis 
26 Los Angeles 31 0 New England 32 = Alston 
20 Denver 48 6 Oaklan 17 Gresham 
13 Cleveland 42 7 Pittsburgh 33. Burrough 
14 Chicago! 35 24 Cincinnati 27 xRobinson 
SYMBOLS t+t—Conference leader . 
x—Signed with WEL for 1974 Willis 
Gresham 
xRobinson 
Pastorini 
PASSING os 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct Burrough 
Pastorini 290 154 1482 50 5 17 534 Gresham 
Dickey 120 71 888 66 6 10 59.2 Alston 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 21 15 66 °#£Roberts 4 55 0 27 13.8 
5 0 0 30 Severson 4 24 0 19 6.0 
4 0 QO 24 &# Alexander 3 Se Oe £30 e710 
4 0 0 24 ~&#Blahak 2 120 0 87+ 60.0 
3 0 0 18 
2 0 0 12 PUNTING 
dye rae, eas SS) ana 
Butler 36 . 
Ame weg TOstget Avg pastorini 27-1087 5940.3 
Say ER? ee PUNT RETURNS 
; Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Severson 16 126 0 74 7.9 
57t 371 1 50 65 
Ai 581 1 66 13.5 KICKOFF RETURNS 
43 577 2 49 13.4 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
28 244 1 62 87 Gresham 27 723 1 103t26.8 
19 195 4 39 10.8 Haymond 28 703 0 47 254 


SSS 


OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 

QUARTERBACKS 
Pastorini, Dan 6-2 205 25 4 SantaClara 
Dickey, Lynn 6-3 210 25 4 Kansas State 

RUNNING BACKS 
Willis, Fred 6-0 205 27 4 Boston College 
Gresham, Bob 5-11 195 26 4 West Virginia 
Amundson, George. 6-3 215 23 2 lowaState 
Thomas, Bill 6-2 225 25 3  BostonCollege 

“Montgomery, Mike 6-2 210 25 4 Kansas State 

Rogers, Willie 6-1 210 25 3 Kentucky State 

RECEIVERS 
Parks, Billy (W) 6-1 190 26 4 Long Beach State 
Burrough, Ken (W) 6-3 210 26 5 Texas Southern 
Alston, Mack (T) 6-3 235 27 5 Maryland State 
Mayo, Ron (T) 6-3 223 24 2 Morgan State 
Hinton, Eddie (W) 6-0 200 27 6 Oklahoma 
Lyman, Brad (W) 6-0 189 23 1 UCLA 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Drungo, Elbert (T) 6-4 265 31 6 Tennessee State 

*Carr, Levert (T) 6-2 260 30 6 North Central State 

Goodman, Brian(G) 6-2 250 25 2 UCLA 
Jones, Harris (G) 6-4 245 29 3 JohnsonC. Smith 
Curry, Bill (C) 6-2 235 32 10 Georgla Tech 
Funchess, Tom (T) 6-5 270 30 7 Jackson State 
Lou, Ron (C) 6-2 2385 23 2 Arizona State 
Miller, Ralph (G) 6-3 260 26 3 CalLutheran 
Saul, Ron (G) 6-2 255 26 5 Michigan State 
Sampson, Greg (T) 6-6 260. 24 3. Stanford 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKER 
Butler, Skip (Pk-P) 6-0 200 27 4 Texas-Arlington 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Bethea, Elvin (E) 6-2 255 28 7 North Carolina A&T 
Smith, Tody (E) 6-5 245 26 4 Southern California 
Cowlings, Al (T-E) 6-5 255 27 5 Southern California 
Matuszak, John (T) 6-8 290 24 2 Tampa 
Fanucci, Mike (E) 6-4 239 25 3 Arizona State 
Dunaway, Jim (T) 6-4 277 33 12 Mississippi 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
Guidry, Paul (0) 6-0 227 30 9 McNeese State 
Kiner, Steve (O) 6-1 220 27 4 Tennessee 
Bingham, Gregg(M) 6-1 230 23 2 Purdue 
Cunningham, Dick(M)6-2 238 30 7 Arkansas 
Cindrich, Ralph(O) 6-1 230 25 3 Pittsburgh 
Roberts, Guy (O) 6-1 217 24 3 Maryland 
Stincic, Tom (M) 6-3 230 27 5 Michigan 
(O)— Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 

CORNERBACKS 
Moore, Zeke 6-3 196 31 8 Lincoln 
Alexander, Willie 6-3 190 25 4 AlcornA&M 
Johnson, Benny 5-10 177 26 5 JohnsonC.Smith 
Fairley, Leonard 6-0 192 22 1 AlcornA&M 

SAFETIES 
Severson, Jeff (S) 6-0 185 25 3 Long Beach State 
Atkins, Bob (W) 6-3 210 28 7 Grambling 
Blahak, Joe (W) 5-9 181 24 2 Nebraska 
Charles, John (S) 6-0 200 30 8 Purdue 
Eaglin, Larry (S) 6-3 193 26 2 S.F. Austin 
Carwell, Larry (W) 6-1 181 30 8 Jlowa State 


(S)—Strong-side 
*“—WFL 1975 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlients 


Pastorini should sue for lack of support. Dan has talent—and moxie. 
Dickey has one thing in mind: to start. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Mediocrity abounds. Workhorse Willis led the team in rushing and 
the AFC in receiving to no great avail—a combined average of 4.2 
yards. Speedster Gresham sparkles here and there. But Paul Robin- 
son defected to the WFL, and Mel Farr, acquired in a trade, retired. 
The switch from quarterback has been rough for Amundson. Injuries 
nag Thomas. Rodgers and Montgomery are fair at best. PERF. QT.: 4. 


The wide receivers are among the club's few pluses. Burrough can be 
very hot—and very cold, Sure-handed Parks.has everything but 
blinding speed—and desire. He scored just once, Burrough twice. 
Then, too, there isn't much time to run pass routes. Hinton once ex- 
celled with the Colts. Alston, Mayo try but are eee special. Ly- 
man, out last year with a knee injury, has potential. PERF. QT.: 3. 


What a mess! A quantity of bodies—28 on the training camp roster— 
with little quality. And the draft was nonexistent. Injuries were devas- 
tating. No fewer than six players were felled for most of the 
campaign. Where do you begin to reorganize? Curry is a solid pro, 
but he's coming off leg surgery. So is Lou. Jones, Saul and Miller 
were hurt, to boot. The tackle position is swimming—or is it 
drowning?—in depth. Drungo still has possibilities. Carr and Fun- 
chess have been around—but it often doesn’t show. Sampson, 
answering the SOS, came from defense. Coach Gillman speaks high- 
ly of Goodman. PERF. QT.: 5. 


Butler is barely efficient. Pastorini punts better. PERF. QT.: 4. 


On paper, this array is pretty respectable. Bethea earned his third 
straight Pro Bowl berth. He’s disgruntled but can give migraines 
to offensive linemen—as well as Oiler brass. Smith can be super— 
if he he pt to be motivated. Highly touted Matuszak wasn’t as 
physical as expected. Cowlings may switch to linebacker. Dunaway is 
getting old for full-time duty. Fanucci gets by. PERF. QT.: 3. 


This is a turbulent area. To begin with, it would help if they all 
got acquainted. Kiner, let go by three clubs, came via a trade. He 
can contribute if he gets himself together. Guidry is knowledgeable, 
but he has been slowed by back miseries. Bingham did decently 
after learning a new position. Cunningham, formerly with the Bills 
and Eagles, likes to hit but is fragile. Cindrich, Roberts and Stincic 
are journeymen—to an uncertain destination. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Moore, Alexander and Johnson have the tools and have shown they 
know how to use them. They cover the pass well. The big trouble 
is that nobody closes on the run. There’s room for oodles of im- 
provement. Fairley is an unknown quantity. PERF. QT.: 4, 


Plenty of candidates populate deep-six country—but can they shut 
off the deep six? Every play is an adventure, Severson does all right. 
Atkins, Eaglin and Charles were injured a lot. What ever happened 
to the Charles we knew at Purdue? Blahak showed promise; he'll get 
a good shot. One-time regular Carwell was scrounged from the 
Buffalo taxi squad. There's an identity crisis here. PERF. QT.: 4. C) 
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OAKLAND RAIDERS 


AFC 
West 


Prediction: 


Ken Stabler is a threat running as well as passing. 


Bitte, things that occurred within a 
month last spring could alter the caliber 
of the Oakland Raiders’ challenge in the 
American Football Conference this 
season, 

The first was the signing of a World 
Football League contract by Ken Stab- 
ler, the young lefthander who had 
wrested away the No. 1 quarterback 
assignment from Daryle Lamonica just 
last season. He will join Birmingham of 
the WFL in 1976. 

The second was Lamonica’s defec- 
tion. He signed a contract with the 
Southern California Sun of the WFL for 
1975 delivery. 

The third was the adoption of new 
rules—including one which, in effect, 
bans the bump and run pass defense—by 
the National Football League owners. 
The Raiders have virtually lived by the 
bump and run in the past. 

Just how Stabler’s and Lamonica’s 
lame-duck status will change things on 
the Raiders remains to be seen. Dissen- 
sion is an ongoing malady in Raiderland 
and there are Stabler and Lamonica fac- 
tions on the squad already. 

Al Davis, the managing partner and 
chief rationalizer, says morale is over- 
rated anyway, and points to baseball’s 
Oakland Athletics as an example of his 
reasoning. Davis also points out that 
1976 is a long time away when discus- 
sing Stabler's WFL future, but to hedge 
his bets he signed strong-armed taxi- 
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squader Don Milan to a fat, long-term 
contract. 

Bump and run isn't the entire Oak- 
land pass defense, but it's a big enough 
portion to have its banishment cause seri- 
ous problems. The Raider cornerbacks, 
Willie Brown and Nemiah Wilson, are on 
the shady side of 30, so any radical alter- 
ation in their style might cause serious 
weaknesses. 

Now for the good news. 

The Raiders have enough talent and 
experience on their roster to overcome 
most alterations in the rules and to bene- 
fit from many. For instance, the relief 
voted to the pass receivers by the owners 
should help the likes of Mike Siani and 
Fred Biletnikoff penetrate opposition 
zones. Coach John Madden also 
would like to unleash ultra-speedy Cliff 
Branch on the enemy. 

Stabler, assuming his WFL future 
doesn't interfere with his psyche, is the 
ideal quarterback to work against the 
zones. He has patience, accuracy, intelli- 
gence and a growing maturity. 

The running back tandem of Marv 
Hubbard and Charley Smith is 
experienced and efficient, but Smith may 
have trouble keeping jet-propelled 
Clarence Davis on the timber this year. 
Davis has won increased playing time in 
each of his three seasons and made the 
most of it. The addition of veteran Le- 
roy Kelly, acquired from Cleveland, for 
spot duty won't hurt. 


The new rules which put a premium 
on punting will help the Raiders. Ray 
Guy was a super rookie for them last 
year, justifying their gamble when they 
made him a No. 1 draft choice. With the 
emphasis shifting to accurate field goal 
kickers and not necessarily long-distance 
ones, George Blanda may be able to play 
into his dotage. 

Oakland's offensive line, peopled by 
the likes of guard Gene Upshaw and 
tackle Art Shell, do the job on pass 
protection or on blocking for the run. 

Defensively the Raiders rank with the 
finest NFL clubs. It was a measure of 
their strength that huge Bubba Smith, 
who came to the club in the blockbuster 
trade for tight end Raymond Chester, 
couldn't break into the starting lineup. 
At first it was the aftereffects of Bubba's 
knee surgery, but later on it was just a 
question of Horace Jones playing better. 

Few NFL tackle combinations func- 
tion as smoothly or are deadly as Otis Sis- 
trunk and Art Thoms. Both of them have 
the quickness and speed to take off after 
a passer. The other end, Tony Cline, 
serves as the utility man—playing line- 
backer or end—in Oakland's copy of 
Miami's 53’" defense. 

Raider linebacking has been shored up 
considerably in the last couple of years. 
Phil Villapiano is reaching for All-Pro 
status and now Gerald Irons is approach- 
ing that stature after just a season and a 
half of starting on the outside. 

Dan Conners is enjoying a renais- 
sance as the middle linebacker. When he 
starts showing his age, the expectation is 
that Irons will move into the middle with 
Monte Johnson, who converted from col- 
lege defensive tackle in his rookie season, 
taking Gerry's place. 

Brown and Wilson enjoyed good sea- 
sons in °73, but there is that question 
about the bump and run ban. Skip 
Thomas may be ready to step in for 
someone, 

Jack Tatum is one of the league's finest 
defensive players from his free safety 
spot and George Atkinson has speed and 
savvy on the other side. 


1973 RECORD (10-5-1) 


16 Minnesota 24 3 Cleveland 7 
12 Miami 7 31 San Diego 3 Blanda 
3 Kansas City 16 17 Houston 6 Hubbard 
17 St. Louis 10 37 Kansas City 7 C.Smith 
27 San Diego 17 21 Denver 17 Biletnikoff 
23 Denver 23 (Playoff) Davis 
34 Baltimore 21 33 Pittsburgh 1 Moore 
42 New York Giants 0 (AFC Championship) 
9 Pittsburgh 17 10 Miami 27 
Hubbard 
C. Smith 
SYMBOLS *—Traded avis 
+—Conference leader Banaszak 
PASSING cease 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs ints Pct Moore 
Stabler 260 163 1997 80t 14 10 627+ C.Smith 
Lamonica 93 42 614 48 2 8 45.2 Branch 


SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
0 31 23 100 Atkinson 3 48 O 36 16.0 
6 0 0 36 Wilson 3 28 0 20° -9.3 
5 0 0 30 W. Brown 3 = ee! 0 -0.3 
4 0 0 24 
4 0 0 24 
4 0 0 24 PUNTING 
RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg Guy 68 3127 72 45.3 
193 903 6 50 4.7 
We Ge 2 8! Pun neTunws 
34 198 0 26 5.8 Ai amr ey: be ck ay 
*Atkinson 3 8. 
RECEIVING Maxwell 458,00) “8 20 
Recs Yds TDs Last Avg 
48 660 4 32 13.8 
45 742 3 80+ 16.5 KICKOFF RETURNS 
34 375 4 33 11.0 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
28 260 1 20 9.3 Davis 19 504 0 76 26.5 
19 290 3 54 15.3 Hudson 14 350 0 36 25.0 


TTT ey 


OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
**Stabler, Ken 6-3 215 28 5 Alabama 
“Lamonica, Daryle 6-3 215 33 12 Notre Dame 
Milan, Don 6-2 190 25 1 CalPoly 
RUNNING BACKS 
Hubbard, Marv 6-1 225 28 6 Colgate 
Smith, Charlie 6-0 205 28 7 Utah 
Davis, Clarence 5-10 195 25 4 Southern Callfornia 
Banaszak, Pete 5-11 210 30 9 MlamI(Fla.) 
Kelly, Leroy 6-0 202 32 11 Morgan State 
Queen, Jeff 6-1 217 28 6 Morgan State 
Van Eeghen, Mark 6-2 214 22 1 Colgate 
RECEIVERS 
Biletnikoff, Fred(W) 6-1 190 31 10 FloridaState 
Siani, Mike (W) 6-2 195 24 3 Villanova 
Moore, Bob (T) 6-3 220 25 4 Stanford 
Branch, Cliff (W) 5-11 170 26: 3 Colorado 
Bankston, Warren(T) 6-4 235 27 +6 Tulane 
Sweeney, Steve(W) 6-3 205 23 2 California 
Gasper, Dave (T) 6-3 243 22 1 NotreDame 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Brown, Bob (T) 6-4 280 32 11 Nebraska 
Shell, Art (T) 6-5 265 27 #7 Md.-Eastern Shore 
Upshaw, Gene (G) 6-5 255 29 8 Texas A&l 
Buehler,George(G) 6-2 260 27 #426 Stanford 
Otto, Jim (C) 6-2 255 36 15 Mlami(Fla.) 
Vella, John (T) 6-4 255 24 3 Southern California 
Dalby, Dave (C-G) 6-2 240 23 3 UCLA 
Lawrence, Henry(T) 6-4 253 22 1 FlorldaA&M 
Seiler, Paul (C-T) 6-4 260 28 6 NotreDame 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Blanda, George (Pk) 6-2 215 46 25 Kentucky 
Guy, Ray (P) 6-3 190 24 2 Southern Miss. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Cline, Tony (E) 6-3 244 26 5 Milami(Fla.) 
Jones, Horace (E) 6-3 255 25 4 Louisville 
Thoms, Art (T) 6-5 260 27 6 Syracuse 
Sistrunk, Otis (T) 6-4 255 26 3 None 
Smith, Bubba (E) 6-7 265 28 7 Michigan State 
Korver, Kelvin (T) 6-6 270 25 2 Northwestern (lowa) 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Villapiano, Phil (O) 6-2 222 25 4 Bowling Green 
Irons, Gerald(O-M) 6-2 230 27 #=5 Md.-Eastern Shore 
Conners, Dan (M) 6-1 230 32 11 Mlami(Fla.) 
Johnson, Monte(O) 6-4 235 22 2 Nebraska 
Carroll, Joe (O) 6-1 220 24 3 Pittsburgh 
Weaver, Gary (O) 6-1 224 25 2 Fresno State 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Brown, Willis 6-1 195 33 12 Grambling 
Wilson, Nemiah 6-0 165 31 10 Grambling 
Thomas, Alonzo 6-1 205 24 3 Southern California 
Warren, Jim 5-11 175 35 11  Iilinois 
SAFETIES 
Atkinson, George (S) 6-0 180 27 7 Morris Brown 
Tatum, Jack (W) 5-11 200 25 4 OQhio State 
Allen, Jackie (W) 6-1 190 26 5 Baylor 
Wessel, Pete (S) 6-1 190 22 1 Northwestern 


(S)—Strong-side 


“—WEL 1975 
“*_WEL 1976 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotlents 


Stabler is the prototype contemporary quarterback, and Daryle still 
can unleash the bomb. But both have WFL commitments. So Milan 
becomes the man of the near future. PERF. QT.: 1. 


Not inclined to much finesse, the Raider infantry prefers to bare- 
knuckle ee to death. Hubbard is a relentless bludgeon, If there's 
a flaw, it's his pass catching. Smith is another man who gets 
tough yards. Davis js adept at delivering the knockout punch, and 
he'll press Smith for starting duty. Banaszak doesn't embarrass him- 
self. Kelly is passable as a fill-in. Queen can double at tight end. 
And there's Van Eeghen, an interesting rookie. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Despite double coverage, the Biletnikoff-Siani duo made 93 recep- 
tions for 1,402 yards and seven touchdowns. They know how to get 
open—and make those crucial first downs. Moore doesn’t make de- 
fenders wring their hands, but he did catch 34 passes and score four 
times. Branch has super speed and should get wiser. Ex-Steeler 
Bankston could tind himself demoted because of Casper, the second 
draft choice. Young Sweeney may quit football. PERF. QT.: 7. 


Experience and know-how ooze from this bunch; therein lies the 
basis for Oakland’s prowess moving the ball. Leg miseries plague 
the no-longer-young Brown. But when in tune, he’s the NFL’s best 
combination of an irresistible force-immovable object. Vella is an 
eager, powerful stand-in. Shell is consistently eftective. All-Pro 
Upshaw and unsung Buehler batter defenders play after play after 
play. Dalby is ready in the wings to replace Otto—but Jim isn’t let- 
ting up after 196 straight games. Top draftee Lawrence will have 
to start learning by osmosis. Seiler is a plugger. PERF. QT.: 1. 


Looking for Methuselah? He's right here. Old Man Blanda is still . 
kicking—rather well. Guy is only a kid, but superb. PERF. QT.: 2. 


The fact that Bubba is on the bench should tip you off about the 
quality that is in residence here. Even if he gets his gimpy knee 
together, he'll have to do fierce combat with Jones in order to 
Start. Jones, Thoms, Sistrunk and the versatile Cline can stonewall 
it or be fluid—whatever most frustrates the opposition. Korver is 
developing and should be ready to contribute. PERF. QT.: 2. 


If the clever veteran Conners keeps plugging away with is ac- 
customed vigor, there shouldn’t be any worries. Villapiano is a 
constantly improving young turk of All-Pro stock. Irons turned in his 
first full season as a front-liner and was consistently impressive. 
Should Connors falter, Gerald will take the middie and Johnson the 
outside. Carroll and Weaver are progressing. PERF. QT.; 2. 


Lite begins at 30—that’s the way Brown and Wilson play. But how 
long can they both go on like that? If rigor mortis begins to set in, 
the Raider armor will have a great big chink. Only Thomas is ready 
to step in. Warren istoo old. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Miami's Jake Scott is the only reason Tatum isn't a consensus All- 
Pro. Jack's simply magnificent. Atkinson covers his ground ably. 
Fresh faces in reserve here and at corners would be welcome. 
Allen is a journeyman. Rookie Wessel has a chance. PERF. QT.: 2. 


@ 


79 


DENVER BRONCOS 


C harley Johnson is like one of those old 
guys in the business-page ads, the ones 
who succeed in “finding a second 
career,’ The ads are aimed at older men 
who are pink-slipped by the bank they 
served for decades as assistant vice- 
presidents, then look to salvage them- 
selves by getting retrained and ending 
up as general manager of Amalgamated 
Envelopes, Ltd, 

John Ralston, the forward-thinking 
Denver Bronco coach, was Johnson's 
retraining mentor. Ralston took Charley 
and pumped him back up to the status of 
winning quarterback after he had been 
pink-slipped by the St. Louis Cardinals 
and Houston Oilers. 

The Broncos, as a result, score like 
mad. They scored 354 points last year. 
That's 123 better than the Kansas City 
Chiefs, the team they leap-frogged to 
finish second in the AFC West. That's 
the highest finish and their 7-5-2 won- 
lost record was the best for the Broncos 
since they started playing professional 
football almost 15 years ago. 

Johnson finished first among AFC 
quarterbacks in touchdown passes with 
20 and second in yardage, 2,465. His 
passing and play calling gave the Broncs 
as much offensive versatility as any club 
in the league. Maybe the team is putting 
too many eggs in his basket as it shoots 
for the playoff moon this season, but on 
the other hand, in these days of a diluted 
quarterback market (thanks to the World 
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Football League), who else is there to 
turn to? 

Johnson is knee deep in skilled cohorts. 
Riley Odoms emerged as one of the 
sport's ranking tight ends last year, just 
his second in pro football. Odoms caught 
48 passes, scored seven touchdowns and 
blocked hard. 

Haven Moses caught just 28 passes, 
but eight of them were for touchdowns 
and he had a per-catch average of 18.5 
yards. He also was selected for the Pro 
Bowl. Jerry Simmons and Gene Wash- 
ington duel for the other wide spot and 
both of them are capable pro football 
players. 

With Johnson passing so well, the run- 
ning of Floyd Little is all the more effec- 
tive. The veteran halfback scooted for 
979 yards, fifth in the AFC. He also 
caught 41 passes. Joe Dawkins was the 
surprise, picking up 706 yards in his role 
alongside Little. 

The Broncos offer some of the 
brightest young offensive linemen in the 
league. Marv Montgomery broke a leg in 
mid-season last year, but fully mended 
he is a first-class player. So is Jarron Jack- 
son, the hefty guard who switched over 
to assume Montgomery's tackle job after 
the injury. 

Jim Turner is the kind of dependable 
short field goal kicker who should 
flourish under the new rules. His kickoff 
shortcomings will be magnified, 
however. Bill Van Heusen’s punting 


AFC 
West 


Prediction: 
Second 


ability will come in handy under the 
NFL's new deal. 

Defense, particularly the up-front 
variety, used to be the Broncos’ game 
and their 86 sacks of last season demon- 
strate that it hasn't gone into decline, by 
any means. 

Tackle Paul Smith gains more support 
every season in his bid to be recognized 
as a superstar. In his unorthodox way he 
is as effective as the very best. Pete 
Duranko is solid alongside him with Lyle 
Alzado providing the flash from his end 
position. He is a flamboyant pass rusher. 
Barney Chavous broke into the starting 
lineup as an end in his rookie season and 
now No. 2 draftee Carl Wafer of 
Tennessee State, a tackle, joins the club 
as a top prospect. 

The linebacking could be rearranged, 
courtesy of the draft. The No. 1 choice 
was Randy Gradishar, twice an All- 
America at Ohio State. Gradishar is pro- 
jected almost exclusively as a middle 
linebacker and most think he can step in 
and start now. 

If he can handle the switch to the pros, 
that might cause Tom Graham to be 
shifted to the outside. Graham is a 
head-hunter type who had some big mo- 
ments last year. Ray May, one of the 
banished Baltimore Colts, located some 
of his prime in Denver. He played well. 
If Graham is to dislodge anyone, it 
probably would be Bill Laskey, another 
former Colt. 

The brightest spot in the secondary is 
at free safety, where Bill Thompson, a 
speedy big-play man, roams. Thompson 
could reach the Grade AAA level in the 
NEL this season. He is also a handy man 
on punt and kickoff returns. 

Charley Greer is Thompson’s cohort at 
strong safety. 

The Broncos sent a draft choice to 
Pittsburgh for veteran cornerback John 
Rowser, in what looks like a good deal for 
Denver. He may dislodge starter Leroy 
Mitchell. Little Calvin Jones won the 
hearts of the fans and the coaching staff 
in his rookie season at the other corner- 
back position. 
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1973 RECORD (7-5-2) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
28 Cincinnati 10 17 St. Louis 17 TDs PATs FGs Total Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
34 San Francisco 36 30 San Diego 19 Turner Oo 40t 22 106 Jones 4 69) 0) St (Ks 
14 Chicago 33 23 Pittsburgh 18 _ Little 13st 0 0 78 Thompson 3 96 7 59):32'0 
14 Kansas City 16 14 Kansas City 10 Moses 9 0 0 54 Mitchell 2 43 1 40 21.5 
48 Houston 20 10 Dallas 22 Odoms 7 0 0 42 Laskey 2 3 0 3 (1.5 
23 eee 23 42 San Diego 28 Washington 3 0 0 21 
40 New Y t 
ew York Jets 28 17 Oakland 21 PUNTING 
RUSHING Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
SYMBOLS +t—Conference leader Atts Yds TDsigstAvg VanHeusen 69 3114 78t 465.1 
tt—Tied for conference lead Little 256 97912tt 47 3.8 
Dawkins 160 706 2 72 4.4 
Armstrong 26 900 24 3.5 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Thompson 30 366 0 53 12.2 
ss Recs Yde TDslgst Avg ‘Tyler 4 20 0 6 5.0 
oms 43 629 7 47 14. 
PASSING Little 41 423 1 50 ae KICKOFF RETURNS 
Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs ints Pct Dawkins 30 329 0 42 11.0 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Johnson 346 184 2465 62 20t 17 53.2 Moses 28 518 8 76 185 Armstrong 20 472 0 50 23.6 
Ramsey 27 10 194 76 2 37.0 Anderson 15 153 0 29 10.2 Dawkins 10 222 0 31 22.2 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 

QUARTERBACKS 
Johnson, Charley 6-1 200 35 14 New Mexico State 
Ramsey, Steve 6-2 210 26 §5 North Texas State 

RUNNING BACKS 
Little, Floyd 5-10 196 32 8 Syracuse 
Dawkins, Joe 6-2 223 26 5 Wisconsin 
Armstrong, Otis 5-10 196 23 2 Purdue 
Anderson, Bobby 6-0 212 27 § Colorado 
Ross, Oliver 6-0 210 25 2 Alabama A&M 
Keyworth, Jon 6-3 230 24 1 Colorado 

RECEIVERS 
Moses, Haven (W) 6-2 208 29 6 SanDiego State 
Washington, Gene(W)6-3 205 28 8 Michigan State 
Odoms, Riley (T) 6-4 230 24 3 Houston 
Simmons, Jerry(W) 6-1 190 31 10 Bethune Cookman 
Masters, Billy (T) 6-5 240 30 8 LoulsianaState 
Winesberry, John(W) 6-1 190 22 1 Stanford 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 

INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Montgomery, Marv(T) 6-6 255 27 4 Southern California 
Current, Mike (T) 6-4 270 29 8 OhloState 
Jackson, Larron(G) 6-3 270 25 4 Missouri 
Lyons, Tommy (G) 6-2 230 26 4 Georgla 
Maples, Bobby (C) 6-3 250 31 10 Baylor 
Howard, Paul (G) 6-3 260 24 2 Brigham Young 
Goeddeke, George(C)6-3 253 29 8 VNotreDame 
Schnitker, Mike(G) 6-3 245 27 6 Colorado 
Askea, Mike (T) 6-4 260 23 2 Stanford 
Minor, Claude (T) 6-4 285 23 1 San Diego State 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKERS 
Turner, Jim (Pk) 6-2 205 33 11 Utah State 
Van Heusen, Billy (P) 6-1 . 200 28 7 Maryland 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Alzado, Lyle (E) 6-3 265 25 4 Yankton (S.D.) 
Chavous, Barney(E) 6-3 252 27 2 SouthCarollnaSt. 
Smith, Paul (T) 6-3 256 29 7 NewMexico 
Duranko, Pete (T) 6-2 250 29 8 Notre Dame 
Grant, John (E) 6-3 235 24 2 Southern Callfornia 
Wafer, Carl (T) 6-5 256 22 1 Tennessee State 
Domres, Tom (T) 6-3 260 28 7 Wisconsin 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
May, Ray (O) 6-1 230 29 8 Southern Callfornia 
Laskey, Bill (O) 6-3 230 31 9 Michigan 
Graham, Tom (M) 6-2 235 24 3 Oregon 
Gradishar, Randy(M) 6-3 236 22 1 OhloState 
Jackson, Tom (O) 5-11 220 23 2 Louisville 
Simone, Mike (O) 6-0 210 24 3 Stanford 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 

CORNERBACKS 
Jones, Calvin 5-7 169 23 2 Washington 
Mitchell, Leroy 6-1 190 30 7 Texas Southern 
Rowser, John 6-1 190 30 8 Michigan 
Montgomery, Randy 5-11 182 26 5 Weber State 
Collier, Ozell 5-9 175 23 1 Colorado 

SAFETIES 
Thompson, Bill (S) 6-1 201 28 6 Maryland 
Greer, Charles (W) 6-0 205 28 7 Colorado 
Pitts, John (S) 6-4 218 29 8 Arlzona State 
Tyler, Maurice (W) 6-0 188 24 3 Morgan State 


(S)—Strong-side 


(W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotients 


Rise of the Broncs parallels the resurrection of the astute Johnson. 
But he'll be 36. Ramsey is substandard. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Few are admired as much as bow-legged Floyd. He keeps charging 
at you—but for how much longer? Underrated Dawkins was a plea- 
sant surprise. Armstrong, brimming with promise, still has to earn his 
Spurs. Anderson is capable but hasn’t been the second coming of 
Paul Hornung. Ross is a spear-carrier. Watch Keyworth; he can play 
a lot of positions but always seems to be injured. PERF. QT.: 2. 


The primary targets are outstanding. They exploit zone seams and 
can wriggle open deep. Moses poses a continual threat. And Sim- 
mons gained even more per reception. Washington, who came trom 
the Vikings, doesn’t intend to keep gathehring bench splinters. Odoms 
/s @ legitimate All-Pro. Masters is a competent reserve. Winesberry 
is well thought of. PERF. QT.: 2. 


These boxcars carried the freight for a 354-point offense, best in 
the AFC and No. 3 in the NFL. With maturity has come respect— 
and efficiency. Montgomery's broken leg is mended. He has come 
of age and holds no one in awe. Current is conscientious. Massive 
Jackson is now among the league's best at his position. Lyons moved 
ahead of Howard but will have to keep pertorming well to Stay there. 
No complaints are heard about Maples. Schnitker and injury- 
plagued Goseddeke have what it takes to start, too. Askea is serving 
his apprenticeship. Enter the mammoth Minor. There doesn't seem 
to be much reason to fret. PERF. QT.: 2. 


In capable hands—er, feet, Turner was 22 for 33 in field goals. 
Van Heusen’s punts averaged 45.1 yards. PERF. QT.: 2. 


No cute nickname here, just brawlers who get their kicks trom 
bashing bodies—particularly when they belong to quarterbacks. 
Smith is surely among the Wecue’s prime tackles; he may be the best. 
Alzado is a terror when psyched up, which is most of the time. 
Durable Duranko keeps things from getting out of hand. Chavous 
asserted himself as rookie. Grant is willing. Wafer is a solid addition. 
Domres seeks employment after season-long disability. PERF. QT.: 2. 


This area of vulnerability was shored up with the acquisition ot May 
and Laskey from the Colts. More assistance is expected in the person 
of top-draftee Gradishar, who hopefully will shed his knee miseries. 
He locks horns with Graham, the head-knocker who, if Randy pre- 
vails, will set sights on Laskey’s outside spot, Jackson /s a credit- 
able substitute. Simone is functional. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Jones, though tiny, was one of the NFL's more productive rookies. 
He’s sure to get better. On the other side it'll be either Rowser, a 
transplanted Steeler, or Mitchell, Both are hard players. Inconsist- 
ency bugs Montgomery. If that isn't remedied, he'll be gone. Little 
Collier has big possibilities. PERF. QT.: 3. 


A great deal of praise flows Thompson's way. He came into his own 
after the switch from cornerback. Greer certainly is not a fixture, but 
neither can he be labeled a Iiability. Buffalo alumni Pitts and Tyler 
are battle tested and ready when called. PERF. QT.: 3. (ey) 
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_HANSAS CITY SHIES 


Ed Podolak gets ready to block = Wendell Hayes. 


T he Kansas City Chiefs are counting on 
their draft. Counting on it may be weak 
phrasing. The Chiefs find it essential, 
vital, for their top picks to come through 
as quickly as possible. 

Kansas City has fired too many blanks 
at draft time in recent seasons, and it has 
caught up with the team. High choices 
were spent to guard against the day that 
the veteran offensive linemen would go 
over the hill, That day has been here for 
two years and the men who came in the 
draft didn’t do much to ease the 
problem. Fullbacks and wide receivers 
were drafted to give the offense a 
modern, diversified look. Instead, the 
Chiefs wheeze along like an outdated 
steam engine. 

Coach Hank Stram can’t afford to 
have that happen any more. 

The Chiefs’ No. 1 draftee, Arizona 
State running back Woody Green, must 
become an immediate star, much less an 
immediate starter, if the Chiefs are to get 
back into serious contention in the 
Western Division of the American 
Conference. When the owners changed 
the hash-mark rule in 1972, opening the 
door for swift, corner-turning runners, 
Kansas City found itself with no one to 
capitalize on that development. It has 
killed them, 

Green has the speed, size and move- 
ment to prosper as a modern NFL run- 
ning back. It’s almost a foregone conclu- 
sion in Kansas City that he must become 
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an essential part of the attack in his 
rookie year. 

The Chiefs drafted four men they 
thought would contribute heavily to the 
future. The most obvious is Green. The 
one who definitely won't is Minnesota 
defensive end Matt Herkenhoff, who 
spurned KC to sign with the New York 
Stars of the World Football League. The 
other two are Charles Getty and David 
Jaynes. 

Getty is one of those good offensive 
tackles that Penn State turns out 
periodically. Considering the creaky con- 
dition of the Chiefs’ offensive line, it 
would not be wild to see Getty starting at 
guard or tackle in his rookie season. It’s a 
question of his inexperience against the 
slowness and eroding skills of a couple of 
veterans. 

Jaynes is the All-America quarterback 
from Kansas. He won't be a large factor 
this season, but last year 39-year-old 
Lenny Dawson missed the last half of the 
season due to injuries and the Chiefs 
have to be weaned away from him even- 
tually. Mike Livingston sometimes looks 
like the heir apparent and sometimes 
looks like a journeyman. 

Stram is installing some special sprint- 
out plays for Livingston, but he may find 
out that the long-range future is with 
Jaynes. 

Assuming that Green will be in the 
starting lineup, there may be a mad 
scramble to see who plays alongside him. 


AFC 
West 


Prediction: 


Wendell Hayes is the veteran incum- 
bent, but Ed Podolak may move over to 
assume his role. Willie Ellison came to 
KC in a trade, but then got hurt and 
played little. Jeff Kinney is another No. 1 
draftee who hasn’t made a dent yet. 

The new rules which liberalize the way 
for a wide receiver could release Otis 
Taylor from bondage. Stram’s project is 
to find more like him. Elmo Wright has 
been so-so as a pro and the tight end, 
Gary Butler, wasn’t all that impressive as 
a rookie starter last year. 

Center Jack Rudnay is the youngest 
and most consistent lineman. Getty 
won't be the only challenger up front. 
George Daney has been trying to get 
steady work for years and the Chiefs’ 
coaches profess great interest in former 
Giant Wayne Walton as either a guard or 
tackle and in young Bill Story. 

Defensively the strongest area’ is 
linebacking, where a genuine superstar, 
Willie Lanier, roams in the middle and 
Jim Lynch plays steadily next to him. 
Clyde Werner makes another stab at 
winning the job of aging (though still 
efficient) Bobby Bell. 

There could be movement at the cor- 
ners, too. Nate Allen beat out Jim Mar- 
salis, once an All-Pro, ‘at cornerback last 
year. Marsalis is too young to be counted 
out. Emmitt Thomas is first-rate but 
could be lost with the new rules which 
outlaw a lot of contact. Emmitt is a pushy 
fellow. 

Jim Kearney is a competent strong 
safety, but Mike Sensibaugh still suffers 
from comparison to the Chiefs’ all-time 
star, Johnny Robinson, at the free safety 
position. 

There is some age and some inconsist- 
ency up front. Curley Culp is a stud at 
tackle, and on the days when Buck 
Buchanan doesn't feel his age, he can be 
great. The hard-chargers at ends are Wil- 
bur Young and Marvin Upshaw. 

The specialties, so important under the 
revised rules this year, are well taken care 
of by placekicker Jan Stenerud, punter 
Jerrel Wilson, who led the NFL, and 
kick returner Larry Marshall. 


1973 RECORD (7-5-2) SCORING INTERCEPTIONS 
13 Los Angeles 23 19 San Diego 0 TDs PATs FGs Total ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
10 New England if 19 Chicago 7 Stenerud 0 21 24 983 Thomas 3 65 O 33.°21.7 
16 Oakland 3 38 Houston 14 ‘Taylor 4 0 0 24 Sensibaugh 3 58 O 27 19.3 
16 Denver 14 10 Denver 14 Podolak 3 0 0 18 Lanier SO! 4 Te Pee itor 
10 Green Bay 10 20 Cleveland 20 Six tied with 2 0 0 12 Kearney 3 30 0 24 10.0 
6 Cincinnati 14 7 Oakland 37 
14 Buffalo 23 33 San Diego 6 
RUSHING PUNTING 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
SYMBOLS t—Conference leader Podolak 211 721 3 25 3.4 Wilson 80 3642+ 68 45.5t 
x—Signed with WEL for 1974 Ellison 108 411 2 19 38 
Hayes 95: 352! 2) 27+ ‘3:7 
Kinney 50 128 1 8 2.6 PUNT RETURNS 
Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
RECEIVING Marshall 29 180 0 3831 ae 
Recs Yds TDs Lgst Avg Podolak 11 90 O 48 8. 
PASSING Podolak 55 445 0 25 8.1 
Atts Comps Yds LgstTDs Ints Pct ‘Taylor 34 565 4 46 166 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Livingston 145 75 916 48 6 7 51.7 Hayes 18 1384 0 27 7.4 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 
Dawson 101 66 725)| 48 2 5 66:3 Wright 16 252 2 44 15.8 Marshall 14 391 0 38 27.9 . 
Beathard 64 31 389 44 2 1 48.4 Stroud 12 216 2 48 18.0 xMcVea 8 146 0 29 18.3 
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OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp College 
QUARTERBACKS 
Livingston, Mike 6-4 212 28 7 SMU 
Dawson, Lenny 6-0 190 39 18 Purdue 
Jaynes, David 6-2 212 22 1 Kansas 
RUNNING BACKS 
Green, Woody 6-1 202 22 1 Arizona State 
Podolak, Ed 6-1 204 27 6 lowa 
Hayes, Wendell 6-1 220 34 10 Humboldt State 
Ellison, Willie 6-2 210 28 8 Texas Southern 
Kinney, Jeff 6-2 215 23 3 Nebraska 
Butler, James 5-10 185 31 10 Edward Waters 
RECEIVERS 
Taylor, Otis (W) 6-3 215 32 10 Prairie View 
Wright, Elmo (W) 6-0 190 25 4 Houston 
Butler, Gary (T) 6-4 234 23 2 Rice 
Smith, Dave (W) 6-2 205 27 §5 IndianaSt.(Pa.) 
West, Robert (W) 6-4 218 23 3 San Diego State 
Stroud, Morris (T) 6-10 255 28 6 Clark 


(W)—Wide Receiver 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 


2 
(T)—Tight End 


Hill, Dave (T) 6-5 260 33 12 Auburn 
Tyrer, Jim (T) 6-6 280 35 14 OhioState 
Budde, Ed (G) 6-5 265 34 12 Michigan State 
Moorman, Mo (G) 6-5 252 29 7 Texas A&M 
Rudnay, Jack (C) 6-3 240 26 5 Northwestern 
Peay, Francis (T 6-5 250 29 9 Missouri 
Getty, Charley(T-G) 6-4 260 22 1 PennState 
Walton, Wayne (G-T) 6-5 245 25 3 AbileneChristian 
Daney, George (G) 6-3 240 28 7 Texas-El Paso 
Story, Bill (G) 6-3 255 22 1 Southern Illinois 
Oriad, Mike (C) 6-4 223 26 5 Notre Dame 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 

KICKERS 
Stenerud, Jan (Pk) 6-2 187 31 8 Montana State 
Wilson, Jerrel (P) 6-2 222 33 12 Southern Miss. 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 

DEFENSE 

FRONT LINEMEN 
Upshaw, Marvin(E) 6-4 260 27 7 ‘Trinity (Tex.) 
Young, Wilbur (E) 6-6 285 25 4 Willlam Penn 
Buchanan, Buck(T) 6-7 270 34 12 Grambling 

*Culp, Curley (T) 6-1 265 28 7 Arizona State 

Hegge, Leroy (E) 6-7) (265: (22) 
Seals, George (T) 6-3 260 31 11 Missouri 
Calloway, Ernie (T) 6-6 253 27 6 Texas Southern 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 

LINEBACKERS 
Lynch, Jim (O-M) 6-1 235 29 8 NotreDame 
Bell, Bobby (O) 6-4 228 34 12 Minnesota 
Lanier, Willie (M) 6-1 245 29 8 Morgan State 
Werner, Clyde (O) 6-4 225 26 5 Washington 
Palewicz, Al (O) 6-1 Miami (Fla.) 


(O)—Outside Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Allen, Nate 
Thomas, Emmitt 
Marsalis, Jim 
Reardon, Kerry 
Marshall, Larry 
SAFETIES 
Kearney, Jim (S) 
Sensibaugh, Mike (W) 
Jones, Doug (W-S) 
(S)—Strong-side ( 


*—WEL 1975 
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215 23 2 
(M)—Middle Linebacker 


185 


26 4 Texas Southern 
31 9 Bishop 

28 6 Tennessee State 
25 4 Ilowa 

24 3 Maryland 

31 10 Prairie View 

25 4 Ohlo State 
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San Fernando Valley embryo stage. Depth is lacking here. PERF. QT.: 3. 
—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


Performance Quotients 


Coach Stram will call all of the plays. So-so Livingston is penciled 
in for sprint-out maneuvers. Dawson perseveres but may have had it 
at last. Jaynes' education will be accelerated. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Much faith is being placed in Green to lead the foot soldiers from 
out of the wilderness. He will inject a large dose of a heretofore 
nonexistent element—speed—into KC's attack. Now to tind a partner 
of similar stature. Podolak earns merit badges for sheer sticktoitive- 
ness. Ellison returns from injury. Patience is wearing thin with 
Kinney. Hayes is an aging plodder. Butler won't do. PERF. QT.: 3. 


With bump and run tactics curtailed by the new rules, Taylor's value 
magnifies. But defenses will still overload on him without help trom 
the other side. Wright's there but can use a lot of polish. Smith 
came from Houston. Maybe he’s the answer. West js nothing very 
special. Butler does nice work blocking but he has lots to learn. 
Should Stroud have tried basketball after all? PERF. QT.: 3. 


Shh. . . listen closely. That's the sound of bones creaking. Only 
louder than before. Yesiree, this is Geritol country. Once-redoubtable 
Tyrer, Budde and Hill are ready for the scrap heap. On the infrequent 
occasions when Moorman is in tip-top shape, he’s a very rough 
customer. Rudnay is the lone rugged mainstay. Oriad js a secure 
backup. A transfusion, you ask? Not very likely from retread Peay. 
Walton, an ex-Giant, and No. 2 draftee Getty are more probable 
contributors. Daney gamely tries to get papeeey again. Story has 
much to Jearn. The telltale sign will be if the oldsters start; if they 
do, Stram has concluded that the youngsters aren't good enough— 
and that means trouble. PERF, QT.: 4. 


Sterierud sometimes makes you wonder, but he deserves his place 
in the top echelon. Wilson is without peer. PERF. QT.: 1. 


The way old-timer Buchanan roughs up people, you'd never think 
he’s reached the ripe old age of 34. Time has taken its toll, yes, but 
it’s still awtully hard to move him out of the way. Culp, mobile and 
difficult to check, is in his prime. Seals is nice to have in reserve. 


Southern State (S.D.)Ca/loway is on the comeback trail after knee surgery. Upshaw is a 


hitter. Youthful Young is coming on like gangbusters. Hegge has a 
tine opportunity to make it. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Lanier’s on-tield hobbies are breaking people in two, which he does 
often, and inflicting pain, which he does always. Lynch is a Clark 
Kent type; game films show his value. rege 34, Bell is still lean 
‘n mean. Werner's bids have been futile. Palewicz is still learn- 
ing the ropes. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Surprise, surprise: An erstwhile All-Pro is on the bench. That’s where 
Marsalis was last fall. Small but ever-hustling Allen pulled the coup 
and has no plans to step down. Ornery Emmitt’s game is bump and 
run, so the new rules will force adjustments. Reardon and kick- 
returner Marshall can play safety. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Kearney doesn’t take much nonsense from tight ends. Sensibaugh 
handles centerfield in competent fashion. Jones is coming out of the 
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_SAN DIEGO CHARGE. 
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The San Diego Chargers are the most 
uninhibited colllection of free spirits in 
the National Football League. You can 
catch their act between practices during 
training camp when they descend upon 
the surfing beaches between Newport 
and Laguna to challenge the breakers, 
You can also catch it at various and 
assorted night spots in Southern Califor- 
nia, wherever the zany and bizarre con- 
gregate. 

But free spirits are tolerated in pro 
football only so long as they win. The 
Chargers won only twice last year and 
also were caught and penalized by the 
league in a large-scale drug scandal. 

Their surfing days may be over and 
there may be hedyy movement on the 
roster, 

To restore order, owner Gene Klein 
hired Tommy Prothro as his head coach a 
few weeks after the ‘73 season ended. 
Prothro was fired by the Los Angeles 
Rams the year before, but his long 
coaching career is full of success and no 
one would be shocked if he made the 
most of his second chance in the pros. 

Prothro admits that “I'm a guy who 
loves to figure percentages,” and he'll 
get plenty of that in this year of change 
in the NFL. 

One thing that may mystify him, how- 
ever, is his quarterback position. He'll 
have to decide almost immediately 
whether Johnny Unitas has anything left 
at all. The NFL watchers think Johnny 
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Cid Edwards goes through a hole escorted by Pettis Norman. 


99 \. 


U's career went over the hill three or four 
years ago in Baltimore. 

If Prothro agrees with that assess- 
ment, he'll then have to decide whether 
Dan’ Fouts, who started often in the last 
half of the last season as a rookie, or 
Jesse Freitas is his best bet. Freitas is a 
rookie from San Diego State. 

The Chargers were almost exclusively 
a running team last year. Gary Garrison, 
the superb wide receiver who used to 
catch a dozen touchdown passes in a 
season, caught just a few passes of any 
variety in the last campaign. But the 
rules changes could make Garrison a 
useful citizen again. Prothro then would 
be required to find ways of getting the 
ball to him. Jerry LeVias is another in- 
teresting pass receiver. 

Prothro’s staff also will be pressed to 
make something out of tight end Jim 
Thaxton, who showed briefly in his 
rookie year that he can be a great bother 
to enemy defenses. Prothro was hired to 
make the most of the talent already on 
the Charger roster, and Thaxton is a 
prime example of the development 
problems the coach faces. 

When the Chargers turn to the run, 
more decisions will have to be made by 
Tommy. His No, 1 draftee, Bo Matthews 
of Colorado, is a fullback. Prothro will 
have to decide whether Bo or Cid 
Edwards, the club's most valuable player 
in ‘72, should be in the lineup. He may 
decide both of them should be there, de- 
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Prediction: 
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spite the fact that they're both nomin- 
ally fullbacks. 

One of Prothro’s first moves was to 
trade veteran guard Walt Sweeney to 
Washington for draft choices, but even 
without the one-time star the Chargers 
still have a representative offensive line. 
Tackle Russ Washington was San Diego's 
most valuable player last season. The 
other tackle, Terry Owens, doesn’t em- 
barrass the team and Doug Wilkerson is 
still considered one of the NFL's comers 
at guard. Penn State’s Mark Markovich 
might be able to move in at center or 
guard. 

The expectation is that there will be 
changes in the defensive line. Coy Bacon 
accounted for 29 sacks as an All-Pro end 
for Prothro in Los Angeles, but when 
Harland Syare traded for him Bacon was 
moved inside to tackle, where he was far 
less efficient. Prothro will put him out- 
side again, 

Middle linebacker Tim Rossovich may 
be moved to end with Deacon Jones, who 
was an adversary of Prothro’s in Los 
Angeles, moving to a new address, Dave 
Costa has a lot of mileage but he still 
functions well at tackle. 

The Chargers had two first-round draft 
choices. After they selected Matthews 
they went for a linebacker, Don Goode of 
Kansas, and they expect him to step right 
into the lineup. He's known as a hitter. 

In another linebacking move, veteran 
Mike Stratton has been switched to the 
middle, a position he hasn't played 
during his pro career, which stretches 
back to 1962. Floyd Rice, the former 
Oiler, still interests the Charger brass. 

Bob Howard occasionally looks like an 
all-star at cornerback. Maybe the new 
coaching staff will remove the qualifer. 
Len Dunlap, the ex-Colt, is his partner. 

Joe Beauchamp looms fairly large in 
the deep secondary, now that Bryant Sal- 
ter was swapped to Washington for draft 
picks. Chris Fletcher also is back there. 

Dennis Partee concentrated primarily 
on punting last year with Ray Wersch- 
ing taking over Dennis’ old placekicking 
assignment, 
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1973 RECORD (2-11-1) 


0 Washington 38 
34 Buffalo 7 


13 Cincinnati 20 

21 Pittsburgh 38 

17 Oakland 27 

0 Atlanta 41 

16 Cleveland 16 
SYMBOLS ‘*—Retired 
*"—Traded 


0 Kansas City 
19 Denver 
17 New Orleans 
3 Oakland 
14 New England 
28 Denver 
6 Kansas City 


+t—Conference leader 


PASSING 


Atts Comps Yds Lgst TDs Ints Pct 


Fouts 194 187 = 4 
**Clark 90 40 
Unitas 76 «6034 


126 69 6 13 


532 54 0 9 
471 51 3 7 


30 Wersching 


14 Holmes 


31 LeVias 
30 Garrison 
42 Smith 
33 Thaxton 
Edwards 
*Garrett 
Holmes 
C. Holmes 


LeVias 
44.8 Edwards 
44.4 Holmes 
44.7 “Garrett 


SCORING 
Tds PATs FGs Total 


INTERCEPTIONS 
Ints Yds TDs Lgst Avg 


0 15 11 48 Howard 5 20) 10 2a 0 

7 0 0 42 Stratton 3 46 O 23. 15.3 

3 0 0 18 

2 0 0 12 

2 0 0 12 PUNTING 

2 DY BR a2 Punts Yds Lgst Avg 
RUSHING Partee 72 2958 62 41.1 
Atts Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

133 609 1 50 4.6 

114 467 O 68 44 BUNT RETURNS 

55 170 1 38 3.4 Smith 27 352 2+ 84t 13.0T 

McGee 6 560 28 93 

RECEIVING 

Recs Yds TDs Lgst A 

30 536 3 60 179 KICKOFF RETURNS 

25 164 0 28 646 Rets Yds TDs Lgst Avg 

19 151 0 30 7.9 Smith 36 947 0 70 26.3 

15 124 41 30 83 McGee 20 423 0 50 21.2 
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College 


Oregon 
San Diego State 
Louisville 


Colorado 
Tennessee State 
Michigan State 
Southern 
Arizona State 
Tennessee 


San Diego State 
SMU 


Johnson C, Smith 
Tennessee State 
Florida State 
Pittsburgh 
Virginia 


Missouri 
Jacksonville State 
N.C. Central 
Kansas State 
Southern lilinois 
San Diego State 
Grambling 
Memphis State 
Penn State 


California 
SMU 


Jackson State 
Southern California 
Utah 

Purdue 

Stanford 

South Carolina St. 
Western Illinois 


Kansas 
Washington 
Tennessee 

Alcorn A&M 

West Chester State 
Florida A&M 


San Diego State 
North Texas State 
Alcorn A&M 

San Diego State 


Temple 

lowa State 
Wisconsin 

Long Beach State 


OFFENSE 
Ht Wt Age Exp 
QUARTERBACKS 
Fouts, Dan 6-3 193 23 2 
Freitas, Jesse 6-1 190 23 1 
Unitas, Johnny 6-1 205 41 19 
RUNNING BACK 
Matthews, Bo 6-2 228 22 1 
Edwards, Cid 6-3 239 20 7 
Jones, Clint 6-0 205 29 8 
Holmes, Robert 5-10 215 28 7 
Thomas, Bob 5-10 202 26 4 
Rudder, Bill 6-2 226 22 1 
RECEIVERS 
Garrison, Gary (W) 6-1 195 30 9 
LeVias, Jerry (W) 5-9 177 28 6 
Norman, Pettis (T) 6-3 222 34 13 
Thaxton, Jim (T) 6-2 240 25 2 
Parris, Gary (T) 6-2 226 24 2 
“Holliday, Ron (W) 5-9 168 26 2 
Davis, Harrison(W) 6-3 205 22 4 
(W)—Wide Receiver (T)—Tight End 
INTERIOR LINEMEN 
Washington, Russ(T) 6-7 289 27 7 
Owens, Terry (T) 6-6 268 30 9 
Wilkerson,Doug(G) 6-3 256 27 5 
Gordon, Ira (G-T) 6-3: 278 27 5 
Mauck, Carl (C) 6-4 243 27 6 
Wenzel, Ralph (G) 6-2 250 31 8 
Dennis, Al (G) 6-4 250 23 2 
Douglas, Jay (C) 6-6 254 23 2 
Markovich, Mark (C-G)6-5 252 22 1 
(T)—Tackle (G)—Guard (C)—Center 
KICKERS 
Wersching, Ray(Pk) 5-11 210 24 2 
Partee, Dennis(P-Pk) 6-1 229 28 7 
(Pk)—Placekicker (P)—Punter 
DEFENSE 
FRONT LINEMEN 
Bacon, Coy (E) 6-4 270 31 7 
Rossovich, Tim (E) 6-4 240 28 7 
Costa, Dave (T) 6-1 250 32 12 
Wirgowski, D (T-E) 6-5 257 27 5 
Lazetich,Pete(T-E) 6-3 238 24 3 
Jones, Deacon (E) 6-5 257 35 413 
Teerlinck, John (T-E) 6-4 250 23 1 
(E)—End (T)—Tackle 
LINEBACKERS 
Goode, Don (O) 6-2 222 22 14 
Redman, Rick (O) 6-0 220 31 10 
Stratton, Mike (M) 6-3 241 33 13 
Rice, Floyd (O) 6-3 223 25 4 
Gersbach, Carl(M) 6-1 230 27 5 
Rogers, Mel (O) G2 255i 2h 
(O)—Outside Linebacker (M)—Middle Linebacker 
CORNERBACKS 
Howard, Bob 6-2 177 29 8 
Dunlap, Leonard 6-2 198 25 4 
McGee, Willie 5-11 178 24 2 
Oliver, Clancy 6-1 184 26 3 
SAFETIES 
Fletcher, Chris(S-W) 5-10 182 25 5 
Beauchamp, Joe(W) 6-0 188 30 9 
Smith, Ron (S) 6-0 203 31 10 
Berry, Reggie (W §-11 185 25 3 
(S)—Strong-side (W)—Weak-side or “Free” Safety 


*“—WEL 1975 


Performance Quotlents 


(Expletives deleted.) Can't anybody here play this game? Johnny U 
ls washed up. He lingers pathetically. The jury is still out on Fouts. 
Miracles are unlikely from hometown hero Freitas. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Matthews, the second collegian selected in the entire draft, will 
muscle right in and qenerate some oomph in this hot-and-cold situa- 
tion. In tandem with Edwards he’ll create an imposing big-back look. 
Why Jones hasn't become a star is still a mystery. Holmes is a short- 
yardage man. Thomas can cut it but doesn't see eye-to-eye with 
Coach Prothro. Rudder is very welcome. PERF. QT.: 3. 


You can't blame Garrison and LeVias for being aggravated. It’s frus- 
trating to continually run test patterns and know there's nobody back 
there who can throw. If a passer is discovered these guys can dis- 
rupt defenses. Thaxton is large and speedy. He’s likely to jet past 
aged Norman. Parris is finding himself and can challenge. Holliday 
is signed for the WFL in 1975, but may be available a year earlier 
than planned. Davis can help. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Even with Walt Sweeney now a Redskin, this large-sized wall isn’t 
in danger of buckling. Washington—huge, quick and proficient—is 
often absolutely overwhelming. Owens has weathered eight seasons 
of wear-and-tear with above-average grades. Wilkerson’s raw talent 
is reaching the fine-tuning stage. Gordon is another big stud who 
can throw his weight around. Mauck, a comparative small try, takes 
pride in his work. Wenzel knows what's happening. Dennis and Doug- 
las are tinding out. Markovich, drafted in the second round, could 
make noise. PERF. QT.: 2. 


Partee now specializes in punting. Wersching’s field goaling hasn't 
set the world on fire. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Wholesale remodelling is in store here. Lionel Aldridge retired. Ron 
East and Greg Wojcik opted for the WFL. Deacon’s greatness is a 
memory. Bacon, a former All-Pro, returns to his original end position. 
Rossovich, tlaky but intense, moves from linebacker and may occupy 
the other flank. Costa's a rock. Lazetich, Wirgowski contend for the 
other tackle spot. Young Teerlinck could surprise; he’s well thought 
of by the coaches. PERF. QT.: 4. 


A shuffleboard game is scheduled here. Goode, the team’s sec- 
ond draft pick in the first round, is set for one starting spot. With 
Rossovich leaving the middle, spunky veteran Stratton moves there 
for the first time in his career. Gersbach is ready if Mike doesn’t 
hold up. Redman, an assistant coach, may be asked to fill one out- 
side vacancy. Rice and Rogers will get their chances. PERF. QT.: 4. 


Howard is a skillful operator with capabilities that can spell All-Pro. 
Dunlap isn’t bad and can improve. McGee, an Olympian bubbling 
over with speed, is in the process of developing the rest of his game. 
Oliver was shelved all last year with an injury. PERF. QT.: 3. 


Bryant Salter's exodus to Washington leaves a void at strong-side 
safety that can be filled by Fletcher, who's started before, or veteran 
kick-return whiz Smith, who has been a first-stringer, too. Baau- 
champ holds down the other side. Berry hangs on. PERF. QT.: 3. ()) 


85 


Mo Moorman knew that Mike Reid 
was a trained and serious pianist. He also 
knew that Reid was a quick defensive 
tackle. 

But that knowledge still didn’t pre- 
pare the Kansas City guard for the ordeal 
he was undergoing. To Moorman, Reid 
looked quick enough to play the Minute 
Waltz in 45 seconds. To Lenny Dawson, 
the Kansas City quarterback, it seemed 
that Reid was playing the Grand Canyon 
Suite on Dawson's clavicle, using his 
head for a kettle drum and strumming 
his spinal cord like a viola. 

It was the game that put Mike Reid 
into the Pro Bowl. It was the first time 
the NFL establishment looked upon him 
as something other than a freak, a guy 
who mixed culture with violence. 

Moorman then was considered one of 
the league’s better guards. Reid did 
everything but put him in a streaker’s 
uniform. Five times he blew by to sack 
Dawson single-handed. A lot of NFL 
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Reid, 74, uses his incredible 
quickness to penetrate across the 
line Into the enemy's backfield. 
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defensive tackles don't get five un- 
assisted sacks in a 14-game season. 

That was in his second season in pro- 
fessional football. Now Reid is con- 
sidered one of the finest defensive line- 
men in the game. If the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals make a further move toward the 
Super Bowl, their defense is likely to 
provide the transportation, The multi- 
talented fellow from the Keystone State 
is a keystone of that defense. 

Paul Brown, the Bengals’ major-domo, 
thinks so much of Reid's contributions 
that he even rushed to his player's 
defense when a concert he gave with the 
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra was not 
grected with unanimous raves by the 
critics. 

“One fellow said he sounded like a 
football player playing the piano,” said 
Brown. “Well, what kind of a defensive 
tackle would Liberace make?” 

Reid does a better job of separating his 
two interests. 

“Music gives my life order,’ he says. 
“Football presents an opportunity to 
evaluate oneself, and not too many peo- 
ple get a chance to do that in life.” 
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Cinci’s defense is designed to allow 
Mike a chance to penetrate, to make 
things happen. The same year the Ben- 
gals made him their No. | draft choice 
they tabbed Ron Carpenter of North 
Carolina State on the second round. 
Carpenter plays alongside Reid at tackle 
now and serves as the ‘“stay-home” man, 
the fellow who protects against draw 
plays and other devices that an offense 
might use to play off against Reid’s 
quickness. Until this season, Mike also 
has been helped by the knowledge that 
he had one of the finest middle line- 
backers in the game, Bill Bergey, be- 
hind him to protect the middle. 

It was that combination that helped 
propel the Bengals to the 1973 Central 
Division championship in the American 
Conference and a match with the Miami 
Dolphins in the playoffs. 

“The thing I use is quickness,” admits 
Reid. “It’s harder to deal with quickness 
than anything. That's my philosophy of 
football—quickness and agility. 

“They are the most important assets. 
You can be the most experienced guy in 
the world but even if you know where 


=. 2 GREAT LP’S a 


OF SPINE-TINGLING SOUNDS we 


Sounds hf 
Terror 


you want to go but eal t get there, what 
good is the experience? 

Terry Bradshaw, against 
Steelers the Bengals compete yearly for 
the Central title, says that “Reid is the 
key to the Cincinnati defense, You've got 
to control Reid before you can think 
about handling the Bengals.” 

Reid sees little conflict in following 
two vocations, those of a defensive tackle 
and of a pianist-composer, 

“They are both emotional things, foot- 
ball and music,’ he points out. “ Foot- 
ball is more a thing of the moment. You 
have your memories after that moment is 
over, but that’s about all. There is an in- 
volvement with musie that you carry 
with yourself constantly.” 


whose 


Sometimes, says Reid, the two blend 
into something close to compatibility. 

“For instance, | seem to do my best 
work at the piano after a game,’ he says. 
“IT seem to be mentally alert 
following an afternoon of football. 

“Football is all emotion and music is 
nothing but an expression of emotion, | 
experience the ‘butterflies’ both before a 
football game and before a concert. I 
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scary, fun records from Pickwic’ 


don't approach a concert the same way I 
would a game, however. I don’t think the 
audience would pay to see me come out 
on the stage all fired up and maybe toss a 
piano into the orchestra seats. 

“The concert stage is a much more in- 
dividual thing for me than football. If I 
miss a tackle on the football field, there is 
a linebacker behind me to cover up and 
the tackle is made. 

“If you have a memory lapse or get 
into the wrong key out there on the 
stage, there's no one to come and say, 
‘Here, let me play that for you.’ ’ 

Reid's teammates on the Bengals not 
only admire his off-the-field ability, they 
take pride in it. 

“In college I lived by myself and had a 
piano and [ think people thought I was a 
little strange,” he says. “The profession- 
al players I deal with are older and more 
mature. I think my teammates get a kick 
out of the fact that ‘Well, here’s some- 
one who can do something else and who 
has another kind of vocation.” ’ 

Some of his fellow Bengals visit his 
Cincinnati apartment to hear him prac- 
tice, and when the team is on the road 


Doug Adams, 52, may replace the departed 
Bill Bergey, who was traded to Philadelphia. 
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PRO FOOTBALL 


New. Edition - Revived and Smproved! by Gamecraft : 
. |» de ex 
You're the coach in Gamecraft’s new 1974 REAL/LIFE PRO [QmLeMR Ea aS VE a 


FOOTBALL! Offense and defense - it’s up to you. Enjoy the 


exciting, challenging action of amazingly realistic profession- 


al football. 


You build your line-ups, make the vital decisions to Out-guess your 
Opponent, and call your plays . . . and each man responds with hi-fi 
realism based on a scientific statistical reconstruction of his actual 
gridiron performances. You'll thrill to the success of your own skill and 
good judgment and wince at (and profit from) the inevitable miis- 
calculations. 


REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL projects you right into the center of 
the Pro Football world embracing the hundreds of players on the 
13.NFC and 13 AFC teams; You'll swing player trades, maintain your 
own leagues backed by statistic charts, run divisional playoffs... con- 
ference championships . . . up to your own Super Bow! finale. 


REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL scores higher in pure fun than all similar 
board games, even to the smallest detai!: more than 30 play possibilities 

. . realistic impact of player injuries and penalties. . . and a true-to-life 
automatic timing pattern and field location factor (missing in several 
Similar games - even more expensive ones). 


You'll enjoy years of unmatched table football entertainment with this 
handsome multi-colored board game. Any number can play - ortry the 
delightful play-alone version. 


* All moving parts are built right into the playing field board. No small, 
loose pieces to get lost or slide around. * Excitingly realistic element of 
luck without dice or spinners. * Quarterback can call an ‘“‘automatic”’ 
(“audible"'); a vital football tactic missing in all other board games. 
* Continuous game recording system with automatic timing allows 
fascinating post-game reviews. * Unique game design allows you to play 
REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL based on the records of college, school 
or club teams - in addition to the NFC and AFC pro teams. “ Simple 
= easy-to-follow instructions; you don’t have to be a mathematical wizard 
2 to enjoy REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL, * Heavyweight hinged-lid box; 
stronger, more durable than any similar board game. * Handy quick-set 
indicators for both “downs and “yards-to-go"’ give you an instant 
picture of your play situation. * Easy-see charts make it quick and 
—— simple to read your plays and data. 
REMEMBER - YOU GET THESE ALL-STAR FEATURES ONLY IN 
REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL. NO OTHER STATISTICAL FOOT- 
BALL GAME - AT ANY PRICE - OFFERS THEM! 
l ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT AND 
WE'LL INCLUDE AN EXCLUSIVE FREE SURPRISE 
GIFT THAT WILL ADD TO YOUR FOOTBALL VIEW- 
ING PLEASURE (live or on TV). 
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Please rush my new 1974 REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL game plus FREE 


Through direct manufacturer-to-you distribution, the price is set at a 
low, low $6 postpaid. But don’t let the low price fool you! REAL/LIFE 
PRO FOOTBALL is the best you can buy . . . and Gamecraft backs that 
up with a guarantee of satisfaction (or money refunded up to 30 days). 


| SURPRISE BONUS GIFT. | enclose cash, check, or money order for $6 


A continuous up-dating report service that keeps your game | ADDRESS 

current with the 13 NFC and 13 AFC team rosters and the several LP Bn aerate rang a gigas ay 
undred player performance records. Another unique Gamecraft | Cee ae Sreererhsl¥s kph ofepuatesesssve-vosepena ct 
“extra” for your playing pleasure. | REAL/LIFE PRO FOOTBALL makes a splendid gift for birthdays, Christmas, awards, etc. 


22 On request, we'll enclose 2a handsome gift card hand-signed in your name 
Gameeratt Company P, O. Box 1531 | Vernon, Texas 76384 | and ship directly to the recipient. No charge tor this extra service. 
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complete NBA statistics, 
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action photos and a $500 
Sportfacts Triangle Contest! 


Watch your newsstand for these ex- 
citing magazines or, to have them 
delivered right to your door, com- 
plete the coupon and send it in today. 
We'll pay postage and handling and 
send your magazines in time for this 
season’s action. 
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exciting coverage of a thrilling 
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spectacular photos, a $500- 
prize Sportfacts Triangle 
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and a piano is available he'll often play 
for their entertainment. 

But their fullest entertainment comes 
when he does his fortissimo thing against 
guards like Moorman. He was so quick as 
a college player at Penn State that many 
scouts forecast his professional future as a 
middle linebacker. At 6-foot-3 and 258 


_ pounds he sort of outgrew that idea. 


Not getting his chance to perform in 
the brighter spotlight at middle line- 
backer didn't faze Reid, however. 

“There's a certain anonymity at de- 
fensive tackle,” he observes. “If you play 
a bad game you have to-face the coach- 
ing staff, but facing yourself is tougher. 
Admitting that you played lousy and 
then deciding to do something about it is 
easier than a concert, where you are 
one-on-one with the audience.” 
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Reid breaks through a lineman’s block 
and gets ready to grab Minnesota's 
Chuck Foreman before he can get going. 


Reid js not all for being anonymous as 
a member of the Bengal front four. Reid, 
Carpenter and ends Royce Berry and 
Sherman White were involved in most of 
the team’s 43 sacks of opposing quarter- 
backs. That was only two under Miami's 
conference-leading total of 45. The front 
four was a big reason why the Bengals 
ranked eighth in the entire NFL in 1973 
against the run. 

Their focal point came last year when 
they wrecked Minnesota, 27-0, in the 
Vikings’ stretch drive to the title and the 
playoffs. The young and still improving 
Cincinnati team won their last six 
regular-season games. 

“We don’t have a nickname,” says 
Reid. “We're just Ron and Sherm and 
Royce and Mike. It's not catchy but it's 
functional.” 
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in a tough division, and even if we get 
out of it on top, the other teams—like 
Los Angeles, Dallas, Washington, Atlan- 
ta—will be tougher. I think right in our 
own division the Detroit Lions could be a 
surprise team to a lot of people. They had 
a terrible amount of injuries last season, 
but that [Coach Don] McCafferty knows 
how to build a winner, 

We won't run away in our division. 
Heck, we really didn’t last year, even 
though we won our first 10 games of the 
season. We didn’t blow anybody out. 
Most of our games were close, and we 
needed a lot of field goals and breaks to 
keep winning. 

So 1 think Detroit will be strong. 
Chicago is always strong against us. And 
how about those Green Bay Packers? 
Two years ago they were 10-4 with just 
about the same team they have now. 
Then things went bad for them the same 
way things went right for us. The Packers 
can be awfully tough, even without 
making any changes. All they have to do 
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ROOTING FOR THE DOLPHINS /from page 51 


: ares: 
Miami’s Bob Griese ‘‘called a perfect, 


beautiful game,” in the Super 
Bowl, writes his Minnesota opponent. 


is play at the level they reached in 1972, 
and now it will be easier because some of 
the guys were rookies then and have 
more experience now. 

But don’t get me wrong. I still think 
we're the best team in the whole confer- 
ence. Remember, we had a lot of young 
kids, too, and they are all coming back 
with that experience. And believe me, 
getting the experience of a full season is 
one thing; learning to play under the 
pressure of the playoffs and then the 
Super Bowl is something altogether dif- 
ferent. Our kids got the equivalent of two 
years of experience last season, and that 
will make them much, much stronger. 

Our offense had some young people, 
like Chuck Foreman, for instance. He 
was a rookie running back, and he was 
just brilliant. 1 couldn't see anybody in 
the league beating him out for Rookie of 
the Year. I mean, he did that well with 
terrific pressure on him, not as if he 
were playing for a team that was out of 
the race by mid-season. 


And now that we've released Carroll 
Dale, we'll be getting a younger starter 
at the other wide receiver's spot. Myself, 
I think it Il be [second-year man] Jim 
Lash. He played a lot for us last year, and 
made some valuable contributions 
during the playoffs, too. 

But we haye Rhett Dawson [another 
second-year player] and the high draft- 
choice kid, Johnny Holland. I think 
we re in great shape. We also have a lot 
of young offensive linemen. 

On defense, too, we have kids, young 
guys first starting to play. 

Jeff Siemon [entering his third season] 
was a second-year guy but he didn’t play 
much the year before. Then all of a 
sudden he’s our starting middle line- 
backer, and he went to the Pro Bowl, too. 
We have the Wrights, Nate and Jeff, in 
our secondary, and they Il be better with 
all the experience they picked up, too. 

But I've always had a theory about 
winning and getting to the playoffs and 
the Super Bowl. It’s not always the best 
team that gets there, but the luckiest. I 
don’t mean lucky because they win a lot 
of games they should have lost, but lucky 
because they stay away from injuries. If 
were fortunate enough to stay away 
from injuries, we'll get there. 

The key man in our offense is Fran 
Tarkenton. I mean, he’s just a dynamite 
quarterback. He has everything—ex- 
perience, talent, leadership, intelli- 
gence. I don’t think there's a defense go- 
ing that he can't solve. And I’ve learned 
a lot from him, For instance, it’s his 
feeling that you just can’t throw consist- 
ently deep against a zone. You just can’t 
beat a zone defense long. But you can 
maybe once a game. The whole idea, 
then, is to have patience, You can see a 
chance maybe six to 10 times a game, but 
you have to know when to go to it, when 
to exploit it. It’s a gamble, but with a guy 
like Tarkenton you cut down your odds a 
lot. He’s almost always right when he 
tells me ‘This is it, Gilly, get deep.’ 

I don't mean to sound as though I 
think we have anything locked up. I've 
always believed that when you report to 
camp, every team in the league is a 
potential champion. Every team has the 
chance to win it all. Then, as the season 
starts, you begin weeding out the teams; 
rather, they start weeding themselves out 
by losing. 

But even with just a game or two left, 
there could still be 10, 12 teams with a 
chance, and any one of them can win the 
Super Bowl, 

Taking it one step further, when the 
playoffs begin there are eight teams left, 
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Quarterback Fran Tarkenton, called “the 


key man in our offense”’ by Gilliam, 


stands on the sidelines with Coach Bud Grant. 


and all of them have every right to expect 
to become Super Bowl champions. That's 
when it really gets rough, because all of 
them are good and you can’t expect mis- 
takes or ‘gifts’ from anybody. 

Our edge is experience and ‘Tarken- 
ton. The Dolphins didn’t want Fran to 
have the ball. Hell, they didn’t even 
want to see him on the field. They were 
really afraid of what he might do to 
them, because he’s so clever. So it was up 
to their defense to stop him when we did 
get the ball, and even more important, it 
was up to their offense to keep the ball, 
so that we'd be sitting on the bench. 

The1-’s one other thing I'd like to say, 
Everybody knows I have signed a con- 
tract to play for the World Football 
League in 1975. I signed with the Hawaii 
team and that’s that. 

I couldn't turn down the amount of 
money they offered me. I even went to 
Jim Finks [Minnesota's general manager 
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at that time] with their otter, and he told 
me the Vikings couldn't even try to 
match it. 

I did what I did because I have ta 
think of my family and our security. It 
was a great financial opportunity for me, 
and I'd have to be nuts to turn it down. 
This is a business. I don’t mean anything, 
really, to any single team. Players can get 
cut or traded and then what? This was a 
chance to control my own future, and I 
had to take it. 

I don’t expect any resentment at all 
from the players on my team. | was back 
up in Minnesota in May for a little team 
golf tournament, and all the guys con- 
gratulated me and said they were glad 
for me. You just don’t turn down that 
kind of money for a team. 

But everybody wants to win, and | 
want this to be my best year in the NFL. 
And I want the Dolphins in the Super 


Bowl again. I really do. ©) 
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That means 100 per cent—and then 
some. 

There’s'a professional bond of loyalty 
and respect on this team that permits 
none of us to do any less. 

It has been pointed out that there will 
be a ticklish coaching judgment in- 
volved, namely the decision about how 
much you are going to play someone who 
won't be with you the following season. 

Granted, it’s an unusual situation, but 
I fully expect that it will be handled in 
the best way possible, When all is said 
and done, the overriding consideration 
still is winning. 

So, as individual players, nothing will 
really be different for us this season—or 
even the next. It’s still a matter of each 
man doing his job in order for the team 
to be successful. 

It’s in rising to the occasion to meet 
challenges that the real essence of our 
team comes to light. Our coach, Don 
Shula, calls it “the winning edge.” 

That edge develops from working hard 
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In 1973, Miami's statistics credit 
Den Herder with tackling the opposition 
passer 10 times, second on the team. 


at all aspects of the game, practicing 
hard and, of course, playing hard. 

If I had to put it in one word, it would 
be PREPARATION, 

In terms of talent, there really isn’t 
much more than five per cent difference 
from team to team around the league. 
Where the gap widens is in the area of 
preparation, both mental and physical 
preparation. ; 

Although it’s true that players ultimate- 
ly must prepare themselves, I give all 
the credit in the world to our, coaching 
staff, If you're trying to pinpoint a key to 
our success, look in their direction. 

Coach Shula has chosen assistants who 
are great in. assessing the material they 
have, finding strengths and weaknesses 
and formulating game plans. 

[Editor's Note: Miami's assistant 
coaches are Monte Clark, Vince Costello, 
Tom Kean, Bill McPeak, Mike Scarry 
and Carl Taseff.] 

They're great teachers. They’ re able to 
get across exactly what they want to ac- 
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© Player Posters 2’x3’ or Team Posters ..... $2.50 ea. 
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Poster with Players Who Broke NFL Records .$2.50 ea. 
NFL Action Color Wall Mural—40’x25” high.$5.50 ea. 
NFL Computer Football Game ............. 6.95 ea. 
Set of 6 NFL Hall of Fame Player Postcards, $1.50 set 
Photos 8”x10” Namath Starr Huff O 
Tittle Tarkington Gifford) Webster O 
ShofnerQ Chandler () Kelly UnitasO 
Gabriel O Plunkett) KiickO Bradshaw 0 
D. Jones) Brodie () Washington Manning 
Had! O Little Nitschke Cook O 
Buoniconti) Nelson) Landry Oawson 
Taylor) Hawkins RussellQ NobisO 
Anderson 2) ; 3 for $2.00 [) 75¢ ea. 
NFL Deck of 52 Playing Cards (Unitas. etc.). .$2.50 ea. 
NFL Hall of Fame Yearbooks (+69 1) 700) 71§2.50 ea. 
(Wustrated Guide to Football, 
1948 Collector's Item... 0. -- sees cess $2.50 ea. 
973 Yearbooks () Jets ([) Cowboys 
972 D Jets (J Cowboys () Packers...... $2.50 ea. 
971 OD Jets (j Cowboys () Packers 
Chiefs: OGiants: 0... Ao iea ceded oes $3.50 ea, 
70 (Jets Packers (Oilers C Chiefs 
(FUE PR ree ares nar Min ei orineaaontc .50 Ba, 
69 1) Packers ( Giants 1968 C2 Giants.$4.50 ea. 
73 Photo Albums Oj Jets (1 Giants 
Dolphins () Packers () Vikings (© 49’ers 
Raiders () Redskins () Browns 1] ok $280 ea. 
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2 NFL Players Color Stamp Photo Book... 
62 NFL and AFL Combined Yearbook..... 
” Color Buttons () Namath 1 Griese 
Gabriel Q) Unitas © Staubach ........ $1.25 ea. 
dd 50¢ postage for orders under $5; $1 for over $5. 
Send 50¢ for catalog with over 500 items ] 


MANNY’S BASEBALL LAND Opp. Yankee Stadium 
ew Dept. pq’ 838 River Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10451 eal 
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complish, how to accomplish it and in 
what way each player contributes to 
make it work, 

Our entire appraoch is playoff-ori- 
ented. It may be elementary, but the fact 
is that you can’t win the Super Bowl 
without first getting into the playoffs. So 
that’s our No. 1 priority. 

I've been asked frequently about what 
I feel are the principal obstacles we'll 
have to overcome in order to win an- 
other Super Bowl. 

Well, there are 16 obstacles before you 
reach the Super Bowl—14 regular season 
games and two playoff games. So if 
there's one thing you can't afford to be in 
this league, it’s complacent. 

After we won all 17 games two sea- 
sons ago, I guess there were people who 
thought we were invincible. But last year 
when we beat San Francisco by eight 
points on opening day and lost, 12-7, the 
following week in Oakland, you heard 
some talk that the Dolphins might be fat 
cats. 

I assure you that wasn’t—and 
isn’ t—the case. 

Coach Shula and his staff treat us like 
adults. And as adults it’s unrealistic to ex- 
pect things to go your way all the time. 

There's no panic. Neither are there 
posters, pep talks and other psyche-up 
methods preferred by some. Our ap- 
proach is low-key. We are professionals. 
The emotion is inside, And we like it that 
way. 

For example, after the loss in Oak- 
land, Coach Shula talked to us. He was 
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Den Herder adds to his stats on this 
play. He was credited with 61 
tackles and 40 assists In the '73 season. 


cool and calm, his usual self. And he was 
frank, 

He pointed out our position in relation 
to our hopes for the playoffs and said we 
had better start improving if we still want 
to reach that goal. But there were no un- 
usual adjustments in practice that week. 
There was no need for them. 

Our only other loss was in Baltimore in 
the next-to-last game of the regular 
season. There it was just a case of being 
flat. We had our division title clinched 
and perhaps we subconsciously didn't 
make adequate mental preparation 
during the week. 

And that’s when the edge has to 
develop—during the week, It's too late 
at halftime. 

As for the role of luck in success, may- 
be it’s best to go to the definition of luck 
being when preparation meets oppor- 
tunity. It all goes back to preparation. 

Like each of the last three seasons 
have, this one brings a new and greater 
challenge. 

There was getting to the Super Bowl 
that first time ... then the 17-0 season 

winning our first Super Bowl ... 
then showing we had what it takes to 
repeat. 

Now it’s the challenge of doing what 
never has beentdone—winning a third 
Super Bowl. 

The competition will be the toughest 
ever. That's for sure. 

But it is a challenge the Miami Dol- 
phins weleome—and one we will be 


prepared for. C) 
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® Every issue is bursting with color, vivid 
We writing, action photos like this one 
e taken especially for Sl. 
® 


SIGN ON FOR THE 

WHOLE SEASON OF 
>» EXCITEMENT IN PRO 

_ AND COL FOOTBALL.» 
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Or double your savings! 
_] 58 weeks for $9.78. 
Mr./Mrs./ Miss (please print) 
Address Apt. No. 


City 


State Zip 
For new subscribers only. This rate includes postage and 
handling and is good only in U.S. |n Canada you may sub- 
scrine to 30weeksofSlfor$6.00. -..... 
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PISTOL PETE 
1S OM TARGET 
FOR ATLANTA 


Sports Illustrated 
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your savings and get 58 weeks fors9.78. 


WORLD SERIES 
Sports ltlustrate 


| Ordouble 


Business Reply Mail wo postage stamp necessary it mailed in the Unite 


Postage will be paid by 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Time & Life Building 
541 North Fairbanks Court 
Chicago, Illinois 606% 


HOW YOU CAN USE 


ISOKINETICS 


A REALLY NEW BREAKTHRU IN MUSCLE BUILDING 


Scientific Test PROVES Isokinetics 
166% Better Than Weights 
390% Better Than Isometrics 


For Putting Musc 


le on YOU! 


Weight lifting has been the traditional method for training 


“Mr.” contestants and athletes 
has been proven superior to 


your strength, your body, and your explosive power, . 


in all sports. But isokinetics 
weight training for building 
faster 


and more effectively than ever possible before. Here's why: 


During each Isokinetic exercise, 
you continually change the 
“weight” to the amount that your 
muscles need for fastest maximum 
development. (With a barbell you 
can't change the weight until 
after the exercise.) 

“Sounds great,” you say, ‘So 
how do I get started, and how 
much is it going to cost me?” 

Until now, the only isokinetic 
exercisers available were com- 
plicated machines costing from 
$120 to over $4000, But NOW! A 
NEW invention, amazing in its 


Some researchers conducted a scien- 
tific experiment and published the re- 
sults in a leading medical journal. It 
showed that the average peak strength 
improvement, after only eight weeks, 
for each type of exercise was: 


lsokinetics 47.2% 
Weight training 28.6% 
lsometrics 12.1% 


Another group of researchers stated 
that all published research matching 
isokinetics with weight training and 
isometrics showed that isokinetics is 
greatly superior for muscle building, 
@ "| am a weight lifter of eight years. 
However, after using the Powerex just. 
once, | sold all of my weights!” James 
Hinson, Jr., NC. 

@ "Gained 20 Ibs, increased arms 
24 inches, chest 3 inches, reduced 
waist 2 inches. Look and feel a lot 
better.” Joseph Moreno, CA. 

@ “In the short time | have been using 


beautiful simplicity, puts isokine- 
tie muscle building within your 
reach for only a few dollars. 


Powerex = Isokinetics 


The invention is POWEREX! 
It is a pure isokinetic exerciser 
designed to give you the ultimate 
benefits of muscle, strength, and 
explosive power in a hurry. And, 
as you know, with these benefits 
come the added benefits of confi- 
dence, virility, and the outgoing 
personality that enables you to 
get along well with others of both 
sexes, 

POWEREX is going to do all 
this for you through the following 
isokinetic principles: 

1) POWEREX builds your mus- 
cles through their full range of 
movement. It works every small 
muscle fiber to its utmost. Not 
the grunt-and-groan partial static 
results of an isometric gadget, 
but the total dynamic power of 
isokinetics! 

2) POWEREX has the exclusive 
CONTROL GRIPS. You instantly 
and smoothly change the amount 
of “weight” working for you, to 
the maximum your muscles can 
handle . . . from zero to hundreds 
of pounds, quickly building your 


RESULTS FAST—HERE’S PROOF!! 


the Powerex, | have put over an inch 


on my arms, 2 inches on my chest, and 


gained 21 lbs." Scott Carterette, CA. 
@ “You aren't just another rip-off com- 
pany... you back what you say.” T 
Roecklin, WI. 

@ “Before,| was known as a singles hit- 
ter. This past season | was a home run 
hitter and | credit Powerex with this.” 
Alabama. 

@ “| reduced my waist 3’, increased 
my arms 14> inches, chest 2 inches. 
Powerex has been the greatest!” D. 
Owens, MA, 

@ “Easy to use, easy to store! Good 
program, no frustrations or unneces- 
sary holdups as with a weight pro- 
gram." J, Hanna, PA. 

@ “After only two weeks, | am dead- 
lifting 450 Ibs, bench pressing 240 
Ibs, and squatting with 400 Ibs. I'm 
glad that | invested the $13.95!" Rich- 
ard Oxer, MT. 


Changing the weight resistance at any instant during the exer- 


cise??? Without stopping to do it??? Yes!...this is the iso- 
kinetic principle, which builds your body to athletic propor- 
tions faster than any other method! Your POWEREX isokinetic 
exerciser is shown adding the inches of chest and arm muscle 
in a “bench press”...but without expensive bench, weight 


stand, and weights! 


body into a classic, powerful 
machine! 
Illustrated Wall Chart, 


Courses 


POWEREX is safe and light, 
two pounds. POWEREX is com- 
pact, quick and easy to use, any- 
time, anywhere. At no extra cost, 
you also get a big 20x28 inch wall 


chart with illustrations and in- 
structions. Several courses are 
described for increased 
strength, bigger muscles, or 
turning fat into muscle. One 
course takes only 15 minutes 
a week. 


Money-back Guarantee 
The parts and workmanship 
are guaranteed for one full year 
from date of purchase. 


AND: If you are not satisfied 
with your POWEREX for any 


POWEREX, em. 183 


(Patent Pending) 


reason whatsoever, just send it 
back within 14 days of receipt for 
an immediate full refund of your 
money. .. no questions asked. 
Finally, the best part is that 
POWEREX will cost you only 
$11.95 (plus $2 for postage and 
handling)! Right! For less than 
1/10th the cost of the next in- 
expensive isokinetic exerciser on 
the market, the benefits of isoki- 
netic muscle building are yours! 
So don’t wait another moment 
. . fill out the coupon, write your 
check or money order, and get it 
in the mail now, The sooner you 
do, the sooner you receive your 
POWEREX and start the isoki- 
netic way to a muscular body and 
dynamic power! 
POWEREX, RM.T83 
330K S. Kellogg 
Goleta, CA 93017 


TEAR OUT AND MAIL IN NOW! 


330K S. Kellogg, Goleta, CA 93017 i 


Please rush me my Powerex isokinetic exerciser and wall chart 
of exercises. | enclose 0 check or O money order for $11.95 


fornia residents please add 60¢ sales tax.) | understand that, 


plus $2 shipping and handling (total $13.95). No COD’s. (Cali- | 


for any reason whatsoever, | may return my Powerex and 
chart within 14 days of receipt for a full refund of my money | 


...NO questions asked. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State a) | 


Foreign orders, inquiries to; Myers Enterprises, Inc., 
P.O. Box 1311, Long Beach, CA 90801, USA 


FREE 


24 Page 
BOOKLET! 


How to build 
a powertul body! 


FREE! The booklet that shows you how to get a body just 
as powerful, just as healthy, just as manly as the thousands 
of men around the world who have discovered Bullworker. 
It doesn’t matter if you are 16 or 60, underweight or over- 
weight, fighting fit or out of condition. Bullworker can get 
you back in shape. See and measure your strength increase 
from the very first day. All it takes is 5 minutes a day—in 
the privacy of your own home. Read the full fascinating 
story and scientific proof of Bullworker’s effectiveness in 
your free booklet, and details of Bullworker’s 14-day Free 
home trial. Just mail coupon today—no cost, no obligation. 


Booklet shows 
how Bullworker 
can help 


@ Forge excess 
stomach fat into 
solid muscle, 


FREE 
BOOKLET 
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Bullworker 
2 


@ Transform weak 
arms into pillars 
of strength. 


@ Lift and broaden sagging shoulders. 
@ Develop a chest that breathes power. 


| 


@ Strengthen your back, forearms, wrists, 
thighs and calves. 


© BULLWORKER SERVICE 
201 Lincoln Blvd. 
Middlesex, N.J. 08846 


BULLWORKER SERVICE 
Dept. BW-1353 
201 Lincoln Blvd., Middlesex, New Jersey 08846 


Please send me my FREE full color brochure 
about BULLWORKER 2 without obligation. No 
salesman will call. 


Name 
Street 
City 


State 


Canada: Home delivery duty paid. Ask for FREE booklet. 


muscle groups improved 


« Front thigh (Quadriceps) 


Just 7 of the eighteen 
by Bullworker. 


Front upper arm (Biceps) - ensures 
an athletic upper arm. 


Forearms (Flexors and Extensors) - 
forms a sinewy forearm. 


Chest (Pectorals) - ensures a wond- 
erfully arched chest and deeper 
breathing. 


Front stomach 
(Abdominals) - prevents | 
fat accumulation on the 
stomach following 
exercising, 


Side stomach (External 
Obliques) - forms a 
narrow waist by being 
exercised. 


- forms athletic well- 
shaped thighs. 


Calf (Gastrocnemius) - 
normalises the shape 
of the calf, 


Age 


Zip 


